
Do you have Fleurieu Peninsula Swamps 

on your land? 

 

What are Fleurieu Peninsula Swamps? 

The definition of a Fleurieu Peninsula (FP) swamp is quite 

broad.  Generally they exist on waterlogged soils and have 

a central area that is permanently wet. There are many 

types of FP swamps and all are important. Swamps rarely 

have open water and can have dense vegetation, an apt 

description is: too dry to swim in, too wet for a picnic! 

Fleurieu Peninsula swamps are unique to the Peninsula 

region and are important for their role in improving water 

quality and providing habitat for native wildlife. Once they 

were long, narrow wetlands found along watercourses 

across the Fleurieu Peninsula, but with development and 

vegetation clearing they now exist as isolated fragments 

that are becoming increasingly rare.   

As a result, these swamps are protected under both 

Commonwealth and state legislation. 

 

Why are swamps important?  

Swamps are important for many reasons.  With their dense 

vegetation they act as natural filters trapping dead 

vegetation and sediments. This improves the water quality 

that flows downstream or recharges into the groundwater. 

The dense vegetation also slows the movement of the water 

preventing erosion and washouts. 

FP swamps are also home to many different plant and 

animal species. In the fragmented landscape of the Fleurieu 

they provide valuable habitat for birds and bats, which are 

useful in controlling insect pests. Approximately 170 different 

plants can be found in Fleurieu Peninsula swamps, almost 

half of which are either rare or threatened. 
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What are my obligations if I have a swamp? 

If you own a FP swamp you can choose to 

improve and protect it. However, you cannot 

clear a Fleurieu Peninsula swamp without 

approval.  

The two main pieces of legislation that protect FP 

swamps are: the Commonwealth Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

and the South Australian Native Vegetation Act 

1991.  You will need to consider this legislation 

before clearing or changing the land use.  

The SA Natural Resources Management Act 2004 

also regulates water affecting activities, and 

weed control activities that may affect swamps 

(especially swamps containing gorse and 

blackberry). 

Removing native vegetation, slashing, burning, 

and changes to grazing regimes or land use are 

all actions that may require approval from the SA 

Native Vegetation Council. 

For more information: http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/

managing-natural-resources/Native_vegetation 

 

For specific advice about native vegetation regulations 

associated with agriculture contact the NVC Secretariat on 

(08) 8303 9777 or email nvc@sa.gov.au 

 

Not sure if it’s a FP Swamp?  

There are expert staff who can visit your property 

and help you assess if you have a Fleurieu 

Peninsula swamp on your property. See contact 

details below. 

 

What help can I get to manage my swamps? 

The organisations below can provide advice on 

actions such as weeding regimes, fencing, 

alternative watering points, and management 

plans. They can also point you towards potential 

funding opportunities. 

 

Disclaimer 

This guide is not a substitute for proper legal advice. The legislation 

changes regularly and some details have been omitted in order to 

provide a brief overview. Contact the appropriate Government 

Department or your solicitor for more detailed legal advice.  
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