
Fencing and grazing  

Fleurieu Peninsula swamps  

Why be so concerned about FP swamps? 

Many of the original natural swamps on the Fleurieu Peninsula 

have been lost or altered as a consequence of drainage, 

clearing and development. This is a big concern because FP 

swamps play an important role in the landscape.  They help to 

control erosion, regulate floods, improve water quality, store 

nutrients, and are valuable habitat for the conservation of 

wildlife and plants, and swamp-dependent species.  

 
Should I manage my FP swamp? 

FP swamps are unique ecosystems with many factors affecting 

their management including: whether they are supplied by 

groundwater or surface water; the different plant height layers 

and types of vegetation; whether they contain invasive 

weeds; and, the time and money available for management.   

Controlling weeds and excluding stock are important actions 

to help swamps survive and regenerate. Excessive grazing, 

slashing and too frequent fires may damage some swamps, 

while others may require a small amount of controlled 

‘disturbance’ to encourage biodiversity.   

Advice and assistance on how best to manage your unique 

swamp are available through the Land Management Program 

of your NRM Board or the Goolwa to Wellington LAP. Co-

ordinating your swamp management with neighbouring 

properties can reduce the work load for everyone. 

 

What do I need to consider when fencing off a FP swamp? 

When fencing off a swamp there are some important points to 

consider. Fencing will restrict stock access so you will need to 

think about alternative watering and movement points. 

Over time, some swamps may spread, so ensuring the fence is 

set back a sufficient distance to allow for repairs will reduce 

maintenance costs in the future. Also, allow sufficient space 

for tree limbs to fall without damaging fences. Lastly, install 

gates to allow access for weed control and retrieval of stock.  
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Once fenced, who is responsible for looking after 

the swamps on my property? 

Landholders are responsible for looking after all 

native vegetation and animals on their property 

including their swamps.  All landholders are legally 

obliged to control declared plants on their 

properties.  Advice and assistance are available 

from your NRM District Officer and through the 

Land Management Program of your NRM Board. 

 

Can I continue to graze my swamp once it is 

fenced? 

Excluding stock is very important for FP swamp 

recovery, especially in the early years of 

regeneration. Subsequently, grazing may be 

considered as one of a suite of management tools 

to encourage diversity of the swamp vegetation. 

Appropriate grazing regimes can be discussed 

and considered as part of a management plan 

with the NRM Land Management Program in your 

area. Changes to grazing regimes may also 

require NVC approval. 

For specific advice about native vegetation regulations 

associated with agriculture contact the NVC Secretariat on 

(08) 8303 9777 or email nvc@sa.gov.au. 

Further information can be found at http://

www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources 

 

If I am not allowed to graze my swamp, how can I 

manage fire risk? 

Swamp vegetation itself presents a low risk fire 

hazard. However, introduced pasture grasses can 

be a hazard once they have hayed off. A longer 

term strategy could be to allow swamp vegetation 

to expand and replace grasses. Another option is 

to re-introduce native grasses, particularly those 

active in summer to maintain green sward.  

 

Disclaimer 

This guide is not a substitute for proper legal advice. The legislation 

changes regularly and some details have been omitted in order to 

provide a brief overview. Contact the appropriate Government 

Department or your solicitor for more detailed legal advice.  
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