Southern Australian TEMPERATE REEFS

SESSILE INVERTEBRATES
Sessile invertebrates are those animals without backbones that are attached to the reef.
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Barnacles
Barnacles are basically crabs that have turned
upside down and attached to a hard substrate. They
are heavily armoured filter feeders with modified legs
that fan the water collecting particles of suspended
food.

Anemones
Anemones are like an upside-down jellyfish and
are closely related. They have stinging tentacles
(mostly harmless to humans) that capture small
prey, and they have one mouth opening that acts as
both mouth and anus. The main difference between
jellyfish and anemones is that jellyfish can swim but
anemones are usually stuck to a substrate. Some
anemones can creep around very slowly and there is
one species that can swim a bit but most anemones
are stuck for life.

Corals
There is only one species of reef–building coral to be
found in South Australia, Plesiastrea versipora. It used
to be found in large colonies up to 3 m in diameter,
but these have mostly been destroyed by trawling.
The majority of corals found in South Australia are
predominantly soft corals and gorgonian corals. They
are colonial animals consisting of hundreds of small
polyps (like tiny anemones) but living in the same body
similar to the way humans live in different rooms in
apartment buildings.
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The most common groups encountered are barnacles, anemones, hydroids, bryozoans, sponges, tubeworms,
and sea squirts. The rocky reefs and jetties of South Australia have particularly abundant and diverse
communities of sponges bryozoans, and ascidians.
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Hydroids

Bryozoans

Corals, anemones, jellyfish and hydroids are closely
related and belong to the same group called
Cnidaria (silent ‘C’). Hydroids are similar to corals but
without the hard body and at a much smaller scale,
so like corals they are colonial with many hundreds
of individual animals sharing an apartment-like body
but they are soft and small. They look like fuzz and
often grow on algae, or other invertebrates.

Bryozoans are a colonial animal that grow on rocky
reefs, jetty pylons, and shipwrecks and even around
the stems of seagrass plants. In appearance they
range from moss to tiny delicate lace. Bryozoans
are not corals and not related to corals but are
sometimes incorrectly called ‘lace corals’ because
they look superficially similar. They come in a range
of colours including cream, pink and orange and can
be hard-bodied like coral, or soft-bodied.
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