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Canadians for
Democracy & Prosperity
Our mission is to advance opportunity through education, advocacy, and
networking. Working with our partner organizations, Alberta Can’t Wait
and Save Calgary, Canadians for Democracy and Prosperity (CDP) have
been effective in shaping public opinion at the municipal, provincial,
and federal levels to supporting policies and actions that support free
markets, limited government, real accountability, fiscal responsibility,
and individual liberty.
2019 will be a critical year for both Alberta and Canada as they both
face general elections. Alberta appears headed for the restoration of
conservative government, while the situation federally remains volatile.
The CDP will be working to advance policies and issues that are
consistent with our mission and which we believe are critical for our
province’s and our country’s success.
However, once those elections are over, the role for the CDP will grow
to include a new priority – ensuring that our conservative political
parties (whether in government or in opposition) remain steadfast
in their support for those values and principles upon which they
campaigned.
We believe this new mission is critical for ensuring that the mistakes
of the past, which led to the election of leftist governments, are not
repeated.
The CDP is excited about continuing its work to create real democracy
and prosperity for all Canadians.
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Advocacy:

A Track Record of Success
Since 2016, our organizations have led
advocacy campaigns at the municipal,
provincial, and federal levels that sought to
achieve our vision of fostering democracy and
prosperity for all Canadians.
The results speak for themselves – the CDP
and its partner organizations have a proven
track record of success when it comes to
moving public opinion.
Uniting Alberta: Alberta Can’t Wait’s
successful campaign to create a single,
united, conservative alternative to the NDP
before the Spring 2019 Alberta election.
Following the election of the NDP government
in Alberta’s Spring 2015 election, Albertans
from across the province recognized the
serious problem facing their province.
With the conservative vote split between two
different political parties – PC Alberta and the
Wildrose Party – the possibility of re-electing
the NDP to a second term was significant.
However, many Albertans could not agree on
a solution to this problem. More worryingly, a
multitude of “unity” political action
committees sprung up across the province,
each with a different plan to create
conservative unity.
Alberta Can’t Wait first brought together these
groups into a single coalition that believed
grassroots conservative Albertans had to
decide what approach they wanted to take on
the unity issue. We convened a large public
meeting in Red Deer, attended by well-over
700 people, where working groups and
debates were held about the path forward.
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And the end of the meeting, a motion was
adopted to pursue the creation of a single,
united conservative party formed by the
merger of the PC and Wildrose parties.
Following that meeting, Alberta Can’t Wait
held a series of grassroots townhalls and
events across the province, launched a
successful provincial tour, and ran a highly
visible advertising campaign.
Behind the scenes, Alberta Can’t Wait
aggressively pushed the leadership of both
the Alberta PC and Wildrose parties to adopt
a path towards unity, facilitating the unity votes
which took place in Summer 2017. We publicly
called out instances where both parties were
being obstructionist towards the cause of
unity, and offered opportunities for grassroots
conservatives to share their opinions directly
with those political parties.
The Alberta Can’t Wait unity campaign ended
successfully when both the Wildrose Party and
PC Alberta memberships voted to create the
new United Conservative Party.

ACW Facebook Stats*

772,703,405
Total impressions for 2018

1,765,276
Total Engagement for 2018
*data gathered from Facebook Insights
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An Olympic-Sized Problem:
Save Calgary’s successful campaign to stop
Calgary’s 2026 Winter Olympics Bid.

Calgary’s political insiders and elites were
completely enamored with the idea of
bringing back the Winter Olympics to Calgary.
Regardless of the cost to taxpayers, the shady
track record of the International Olympic
Committee, or the lack of due diligence on the
party of the City, a majority of City Councillors
seemed set to saddle Calgary with the 2026
Winter Olympics.
Save Calgary’s campaign began in Spring 2018
when the Olympics file was beginning to
pick up steam at City Hall.
Our first goal was to ensure that Calgarians
would have the final say as to whether or not
we would bid for the 2026 games, by way of a
citywide plebiscite. A majority of City Council
was adamant against this idea, dismissing the
idea as costly and impractical.
Save Calgary’s petition campaign demanding
a plebiscite collected thousands of signatures,
and was cited as instrumental in the provincial
government’s requirement that their funding
of the 2026 Winter Olympics would be
contingent on a plebiscite vote.
Our second goal was to ensure that Calgarians
had the information they needed to make an
informed choice about the games. City Hall
repeatedly tried to bury information regarding
the cost of the games, and made the Bidding
Corporation (BidCo) immune from Freedom of
Information legislation.
As a result of pressure from Save Calgary and
other groups, City Council eventually passed
a motion requiring that complete financial
information about the games be released a
minimum of 30 days before the plebiscite.
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The City of Calgary and BidCo failed to meet
this deadline which was a significant blow to
the Yes Olympics campaigns.

William McBeath being interviewed by Global TV
about the Calgary Olympic Bid

Finally, as the plebiscite approached, Save
Calgary waged an aggressive online and
media campaign in support of the No
Olympics campaign, engaging in paid
advertising online, television ads, and multiple
media interviews advocating against hosting
the games.
As a result of Save Calgary’s work, Calgarians
overwhelmingly voted “No” to hosting the
2026 Winter Olympics with a decisive margin
of victory over the vastly better-funded Yes
Olympics campaign. In fact, Save Calgary was
credited by multiple media organizations as
the chief driver of the games’ defeat.

Save Calgary Facebook Stats*

99,376,971
Total impressions for 2018

308,986
Total Engagement for 2018
*data gathered from Facebook Insights
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Open for Business:
Canadians for Democracy and Prosperity’s campaign to build public
support for policies that support free enterprise in Alberta and Canada.
Following the 2015 Alberta provincial
and Canadian general elections, leftist
governments have pursued policies that have
hurt businesses and driven out investment.

changes that were hitting the bottom line of
businesses, freezing the minimum wage, and
committing to no new sales taxes or sales tax
hikes.

Taxation and regulatory changes by the Notley
and Trudeau governments were squeezing
businesses and forcing businesses to layoff
staff in order to keep their doors open.

Our campaign was echoed by the Ontario PC
government of Premier Doug Ford, which also
ran a campaign called “Open for Business” in
Ontario.

Through our Open for Business campaign,
the CDP advanced a series of commonsense
policies that would help struggling businesses,
create new private sector jobs, and attract
new investment to Alberta and Canada.
These policies included reducing business
taxes, cutting excessive red tape, eliminating
the carbon tax, reversing labour code

Both the Andrew Scheer Conservatives in
Ottawa and the Jason Kenney United
Conservatives in Alberta have expressed their
support for the majority of the policies
included in our campaign, and have
committed to addressing many of the
concerns businesses have expressed since
2015.

CDP Facebook Stats* and Examples

15,744,582

Total impressions for 2018

21,705

Total Engagement for 2018

*data gathered from Facebook Insights

76,800

Video Views for 2018

Education

Training the Next Generation of Conservative Leadership
A core problem facing the conservative
movement and supporters of free enterprise
is a lack of support for conservative parties by
younger Canadians.
The CDP has approached this problem in two
ways.
Internship Training Program
In Summer 2018, the CDP hosted a threemonth summer internship program with four
young Albertans who were politically engaged
and wanted to improve their skills and
competencies in the area of running issue
campaigns and political election campaigns.
These interns received comprehensive political
training in the form of a 14 course program
focused on equipping them with the skills they
need to plan and execute a political
campaign.
They also researched and planned issue
campaigns in areas of public policy concern,
such as advancing Canada’s responsible and
sustainable energy sector, supporting choice in
education, and sensible approaches to labour
market reforms.

2018 CDP Interns attending the Global Petroleum Show
in Calgary, Alberta
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Each of these interns is active on local political
campaigns for conservative candidates, and
one is actually seeking office herself as
a nominated United Conservative Party
candidate.
For 2019, the CDP plans to increase the size of
its program to accommodate a larger cohort
of summer interns, including identifying and
recruiting interns from other parts of the
country.
It’s About You(th) Campaign
The second project undertake by the CDP to
address the problem of younger voter support
for conservative policies is the “It’s About
You(th)” issue campaign.
The CDP identified a series of policies that
disproportionately impact younger voters –
those still in university or who have recently
graduated – along with corresponding policy
solutions.
These policy areas include the rising cost of
living, a lack of available career path jobs for
recent graduates, the erosion of freedom of
speech and freedom of thought on university
campuses, the excessive debt being taken on
by governments, and restoring trust in politics
and public institutions.
As with the Open for Business campaign, the
goal of this campaign is to raise public
awareness regarding these issues, push
political parties to support our proposed
policy solutions, and demonstrate to younger
voters that conservatives not only understand
their concerns, but will be a voice for them in
the public square.
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Bringing Conservatives Together
The CDP also believes that one of its roles is
to host events that bring conservatives
together to discuss ideas and build
relationships.
In September 2018, the CDP hosted an event
with US political commentator and author
Tucker Carlson in Calgary. The even was wellattended by influential political and business
leaders in Alberta, and offered a unique
opportunity to hear from one a leading
conservative voice in media.

Malcolm Kirkland, Tucker Carlson and Prem Singh at the
first ever Tucker Carlson event in Calgary, Alberta.

This spring, the CDP will be hosting a movie
premiere of The Creepy Line, which looks
at the invasive actions of transnational
technology companies like Facebook and
Google, and their increasing influence in
shaping the public policy narrative both in the
United States and around the world.

provincially in Alberta and federally in 2019.
However, we believe strongly that the work of
our organization does not end when the
elections are finished. Even with electoral
victory, there is a need to hold governments to
account and to ensure that they remain faithful
to the principles and policies that first
elected them.
There is also a need to exert conservative
influence on conservative governments. If the
only advocacy groups pushing the
government are so-called progressives, then
the government will have little choice but
to move to the left. We believe it is vital to
balance off the voices on the left with a voice
that strongly support strong conservative
principles, and to advocate on issues from
the perspective of supporting free markets,
limited government, real accountability, fiscal
responsibility, and individual liberty.

In other words,
advancing opportunity
for all Canadians.

Future events will include additional guest
speakers, one-day conferences, and political
training sessions.
Looking to the Future
As mentioned above, the CDP and its partner
groups plans to assist wherever possible to
elect conservative governments both

info@democracyandprosperity.ca
www.democracyandprosperity.ca
@CanadaCDP

@CanadaCDP

Meet the Team
Prem Singh, Founder
Over 15 years of finance, capital markets and advisory experience in both
the energy and energy service sectors. Strong network in Canada and
India in both finance and business development, with experience from
public, private and governmental sectors.

William McBeath

Experienced campaign and communications professional. William served
as Provincial Campaign Director for Alberta’s Wildrose Party and Senior
Advisor to the Leader of the Official Opposition in Alberta. He was
Director of Operations to the Hon. Diane Finley, P.C., M.P. and Director of
Political Training at the Manning Centre. With experience on more than
sixty election campaigns, William brings significant communications and
political strategy experience to political, not for profit, and private sector
clients.

Jennifer De Paz
A creative specialist with experience in graphic design, web development,
and, video editing. Background in politics & the non-profit sector.

Julian Hasleby
For the last 2 years, Julian worked as a Research Officer for a Shadow Minister in the Parliament of Western
Australia. The role has involved research, planning and executing social media strategy and managing
constituent enquires. He brings campaign experience from student politics to State and also Federal political
campaigns. Julian has a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Laws degree.

Shawn Alain | Viral In Nature
Award-winning social media and website specialist that has vast experience working in the private and nonprofit sectors.Nation-Builder certified expert.
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