Writing a letter to the editor of your local newspaper is a great way to spread the word about the COS Project.  These letters are read by hundreds of people, and it doesn't take long to write them up and send them in.  If you want to help the COS Project, this is the place to start!

Here are a few tips for crafting the perfect letter:

A letter to the editor doesn’t make news—it comments on news.  Try to craft your letter around a recent event or, better yet, a previous article.  Skim the newspaper’s online archives to see if they’ve already written on Article V, and try to write your letter as a response to that article.  If the newspaper hasn’t published a piece on Article V, you can mention the Mt. Vernon Assembly, Mark Levin’s The Liberty Amendments, or a recent example of abuse by the federal government.

Keep the word count in mind.  Oftentimes, letters to the editor must be within a certain word count.  Try to find out what this is before sending your letter.

Don’t ramble.  Keep your letter clear and concise.  Grab the reader’s attention with an interesting first sentence and get to the point quickly.

Send your letter to the appropriate address.  Newspapers often have a specific email address they want folks to send their letters.  This will be posted on their website or at the end of the Letters to the Editor section.

Don’t give up!  If your letter isn’t published, send it to a different paper or try sending it again.
And if you don’t feel comfortable writing your own letter, use one of ours! We’ve provided five sample letters (in both Word and PDF format) you can send in today. If you have any questions, feel free to email our Communications Director, Jordan Sillars, at jordansillars@selfgovern.com. 
