
“The warmest 

friends and the 

best supporters 

the constitution 

has, do not con-

tend that it is free 

from imperfections; but they found 

them unavoidable, and are sensible, 

if evil is likely to arise therefrom, the 

remedy must come hereafter; for in 

the present moment it is not to be 

obtained; and, as there is a constitu-

tional door open for it, I think the 

people (for it is with them to judge), 

can, as they will have the advantage 

of experience on their side, decide 

with as much propriety on the alter-

ations and amendments which are 

necessary, as ourselves. I do not 

think we are more inspired, have 

more wisdom, or possess more vir-

tue, than those who will come after 

us.” 
Letter written by George Washington to 

Bushrod Washington November 10, 1787             

Video:                 
Time for an 
Amendments 
Convention?  
                                                                  
                                              

In this video constitutional scholar Rob Natelson provides an in-depth 
overview of Article V and discusses the following questions.  This is defi-
nitely a video you will need to watch more than once!  Bring a notebook! 

i Why are the checks and balances in the Constitution not working?  
i What is the purpose of Article 5 in the Constitution?  
i What is an Amendments Convention?  
i Would Article 5 result in a runaway Convention? 
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The Article V Library:   
Explore over 400 Article V applications that have been submitted to Con-
gress beginning with the very first application from Virginia in 1789.  This 
is a great resource to see how the states were responding to issues dur-
ing our history and provides insight on how they understood the Article V 
process.   

 

Sign our petition by texting PETITION to 68398          

Visit www.conventionofstates.com to learn more!  

To download QR code scanner for                                                             
your phone or tablet visit   https://scan.me/download 

RUN TIME:  46:13 mins.                              Visit  bit.ly/1VSKGiR  

    Resolutions by State & Year  bit.ly/1Owiwep  

 

    Resolutions by Subject  bit.ly/1Nd6une  

 

    Resolutions by State  bit.ly/1ZDBvYd  

 

Check out The Article V Library as you listen to the podcast by              
Rob Natelson titled “Early History of Article V Conventions” on page 2. 

www.conventionofstates.com
https://scan.me/download
http://www.conventionofstates.com/
http://www.cosaction.com/?recruiter_id=24669
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiJcdgMa9Cs
http://article5library.org/apptable.php?type=Application&sort=Y&order=A
http://article5library.org/apptable_by_subject.php
http://article5library.org/paulsen.php


Frequently Asked Questions 
Why Do We Want to Call a Convention of States? Washington, D.C., is broken. 
The federal government is spending this country into the ground, seizing power from 
the states and taking liberty from the people. It’s time American citizens took a stand 
and made a legitimate effort to curb the power and jurisdiction of the federal govern-
ment. The Founders gave us a tool to fix Washington, D.C. We must use it before it is 
too late. 4. Even if ALL of those protections failed, it borders on insanity to think that 
38 states (the requirement for ratification) would ratify an amendment under these 
circumstances.   

What is a Convention of States? A convention of states is a convention called by 
the state legislatures for the purpose of proposing amendments to the Constitution. 
They are given power to do this under Article V, Section 2 of the Constitution. It is not 
a constitutional convention. It cannot throw out the Constitution because it derives its 
authority from the Constitution.  

How Do the State Legislatures Call a Convention of States? Thirty-four state 
legislatures must pass a bill called an “application” calling for a convention of states. 
They submit these applications to Congress. The applications must request a convention of states for the same subject matter.  

How Do States Choose Their Delegates? States are free to develop their own selection process for choosing their dele-
gates--properly called "commissioners." Historically, the most common method used was an election by a joint session of both 
houses of the state legislature.  

What Happens at a Convention of States? Commissioners from each state propose, discuss, and vote on amendments to 
the Constitution. Amendments the convention passes by a simple majority will be sent back to the states for ratification. Each 
state has one vote at the convention.  

How are Proposed Amendments Ratified? Thirty-eight states must ratify any proposed amendments. Once states ratify, 
the amendments become part of the Constitution.  

How Do We Know How a Convention of States Will Work? Interstate conventions were common during the Founding 
era, and the procedures and rules for such conventions were widely accepted. Thus, we can know how a Convention of States 
would operate by studying the historical record. Dr. Rob Natelson has done extensive research on this topic, and more details 
can be found in the Handbook. 

Early History of                      
Article V Conventions  
Professor Rob Natelson discusses the history of 
Article V conventions "for proposing amendments." 
He talks about 4 specific examples of when the pro-

cess was kicked into action and what ended up happening thereafter  
       

                                                                                                      
RUN TIME:  20:31               Visit  bit.ly/1LPXvLj  

Mark Levin’s         
Inspiring Speech   
at ALEC                          
RUN TIME:  34:33   

Visit                                      
bit.ly/1RMwMhI  

DOWNLOAD HANDBOOK  
bit.ly/1LSaCeV  

http://audio.ivoices.org/mp3/iipodcast505.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6xEHPkYE1g
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/conventionofstates/pages/142/attachments/original/1416248525/COS_Handbook.pdf?1416248525


Over 11,500 Amendments       
Introduced by Congress 
“In the period beginning with the First Congress, through September 30, 

1997 (105th Congress, 1 Session), a total of 10,980 proposals had been 

introduced to amend the Constitution. Thirty-three of these were proposed 

by Congress to the states, and 27 have been ratified. Excluding the 27th 

Amendment (Congressional Pay), which took more than 202 years, the 

longest pending proposed amendment that was successfully ratified was the 

22nd Amendment (Presidential Tenure), which took three years, nine 

months, and four days. The 26th Amendment (18-year-old vote) was ratified 

in the shortest time: three months and 10 days. The average ratification time 

was one year, eight months, and seven days.”   

CRS Report for Congress   Visit  1.usa.gov/1Px5U6e  

                                  
Convention of States 
Alabama Video 
Here is an excellent video that provides a awesome overview 

of the Article V process produced by the Alabama team. 

RUN TIME:  3:25  Visit   bit.ly/1KdAta0  

Michael Farris Debates Leaders of John 
Birch Society in Oklahoma 
The John Birch Society describes itself as a constitutionalist organization, yet it is highly critical of a 

very important component of the Constitution. The JBS does not like Article V’s provision that allows 

the States to unilaterally propose and ratify amendments to the Constitution.  

RUN TIME:  1:44:04  Visit  bit.ly/1G9DbCx  

                                                                                                                                                         

Answering The John Birch Society About Article V  Visit bit.ly/1LxJKig  

Why Elections  Cannot Fix 
Washington D.C. 
If you believe that the only way to fix our problems is by electing 

“good” people and sending them to D.C. is the answer, think 

again. 

RUN TIME:  3:28  Visit  bit.ly/1Le6Vge  

http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/crs/97-922.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HBVzS9c8ZQ
http://www.conventionofstates.com/answers_to_john_birch_society
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKi5vh94PAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVQH0JbwIgA


Work Session:                                 
Write Letters to 
the Editor 
Writing letters to the editor is a great way to spread the word about the 
Convention of States!  Spend a few minutes sharing ideas to write 
about and then get to work putting those thoughts down on paper.  
Most newspapers accept LTTE online to make it very convenient. The 
key to writing an effective letter to the editor and getting it published is 
keeping it simple and to the point.  Here are a few suggestions: 

i Keep it to 250 words or less. 

i Stay focused and on topic . 

i Keep your tone civil and don’t attack others. 

i Use your wit and sense of humor. 

   

 

Upcoming Ballot Measures 
and Elections are a Great   
Opportunity to Collect         
Petitions! 
Does your state have an upcoming ballot initiative or election?  Collect-
ing petitions at polling stations is a great way to spread the word about 
the Convention of States and target critical districts.   

Please contact your local municipality in regards to the laws and 
rules of setting up a petition table at polling stations.  If allowed 
round up a bunch of volunteers and spend the day around the state 
collecting signed petitions to help build your COS grassroots army! 

RUN TIME  :54       Visit bit.ly/1QABJtd      

Every Legislator Needs to 
Watch This Video! 
This video produced by Garrett Humbertson is a compilation of 
state legislators from around the country fighting for freedom by 
supporting the Convention of States Article V application.  Please 
send this video your state legislators and ask them join this 
movement among the states to restore our Constitution.  If you 
see you legislator in this video then please contact them to thank 
them for standing for liberty. 

 

RUN TIME  2:09  Visit  bit.ly/1Pmw5gC  

Blitz District Door to Door 
to Collect Petitions 
It is extremely important to identify the key districts in your state in 
order to determine the level of support or opposition of your legis-
lators.  For districts that have legislators that oppose COS or are 
neutral a targeted blitz of their district is a great way to educate 
their constituents and get them onboard to create the political 
pressure needed to help change that legislators support. 

Imagine if you are a legislator and all of a sudden you start receiv-
ing emails and phone calls from your neighbors asking you to sup-
port the COS application.  Let’s do this! 

i Team up with other volunteers to go door to door in district. 

i Bring plenty of petitions and a clipboard. 

i Dress nice and comfortable. 

i Keep message simple. 

i Smile and have fun! 

Dena Espenscheid
Visit  bit.ly/1ZIJoeY

Dena Espenscheid
  

http://www.cosaction.com/spread_the_word_materials

