
 

 
Convention Of States Project Talking Points 

Now is the Moment for An Article V Convention of States 
 
 
The Inside Fight and the Outside Fight. Trump and Congress will fight the inside DC fight.  The 
walls of DC have been breached by the voters with Donald Trump as their representative.  Now 
is not the time for the citizen army to rest.  When the walls are breached, it’s not time to return 
to camp to celebrate, it’s time to pour into the city and start to tear down the infrastructure 
that has been erected against the will of the American people.  The role that the American 
people have to play is a continuing “outsiders” role.  In this case, that means organizing in the 
states to call an Article V Convention of States to restructure the balance of power between the 
states and the federal government.  We cannot rely on those inside DC to do this alone, no 
matter how well intentioned.  It’s up to the states to call a convention to constitutionally 
restrict the scope, power and jurisdiction of the federal government, that has been expanded 
far beyond its limited, enumerated powers by an out of control, activist Supreme Court over 
the last 100+ years. 

 
Washington DC will Resist…Almost Unanimously.  The change represented by the turnover in 
the House in 2010, the Senate in 2014, and now the Presidency in 2016 is the long term 
expression of the will of the People.  The People of this country want government to leave 
them alone.  They want a smaller, less intrusive, less expensive government…every poll 
confirms this.  Yet, DC will resist with virtual uniformity.  The government itself, represented by 
1.4 million employees will resist.  It’s human nature.  We cannot make the mistake of thinking 
the agencies will simply do the will of the People, and gladly shrink their budgets, workforces 
and control over the citizens.  The People in the states must resist, by the millions, by standing 
up and calling for a Convention of States to restrain the scope, power and jurisdiction of the 
federal government.  Without millions continuing to stand in the fight, even a President Trump 
with both Houses of Congress on his side will lose the fight to permanently shrink the federal 
leviathan. 
 
The Importance of Asymmetrical Warfare.  The media and the ruling elite statists who want to 
resist the coming change, and continue their dominance and control over the People will focus 
all of their firepower on Washington, DC and the fight that will be taking place there.   They will 
work together in unison to attempt to defeat necessary reforms.  It is imperative that we draw 
some of that firepower out of DC and into the states in order to prevent them from focusing 
only on obstructing the reforms taking place there.  The best mechanism for doing this is to 
rapidly move in the states towards a 34 state call for an Article V Convention of States to 
restrain the scope, power and jurisdiction of the federal government.  It is much more difficult 
for them to fight the DC fight, if they are also fighting brushfires in 30-40 states that threaten 
the statist dream of concentrated power in DC. 
 



The States Must Stand Together Against Federal Government Overreach.  Our national 
government was originally constructed so that federal powers were few and defined and 
powers reserved to the states and the people were numerous and indefinite.  Today, we see 
the opposite.  We now suffer under an imperial Presidency, a Supreme Court which was 
intended to be the “weakest branch” is now the most powerful, and a Congress that was 
intended to be a check against the overreach of the other branches has largely neutered itself 
through inaction.  The Founders knew this day would come, and they expected the State 
legislatures to stand against the tyranny.  They gave us Article V for this time, and the states 
must now stand and call a convention.  We are unlikely to ever find ourselves again with a 
federal government with all three branches favorable to such a convention, and with a national 
mood ready and willing to put the federal government back in its constitutionally intended box.   
 
The Politics in the States Tell us NOW is the Time for an Article V Convention of States.   Prior 
to this election, with 31 states having both houses of government controlled by Republicans, it 
seemed the moment was ripe for the states to act together to call for a convention to restrain 
the federal government.  After all, it takes 34 states to make the call, so things looked 
favorable.  Yet, after the 2016 election, amazingly we are even closer.  Today, 33 states have 
both houses controlled by Republicans.  There is no reason, based upon the current make-up of 
state legislatures not to call a Convention of States.  Now is the moment in history.  History 
travels in an arc, and we are at a historic high water mark.  We must act now, while we can. 
 
Even if President-Elect Trump Achieves all His Goals with the Help of Congress, Federal Courts 
Polluted by Big Government Judges Will Tie His Agenda up for Years.   President Obama has 
filled the federal courts with an astounding number of federal judges who have an expansive 
view of the appropriate power and scope of the federal government.  Many of these judges will 
act to strike down much needed reform.  Only through a Convention of States can the people 
limit the power of federal courts to continue to destroy our system of limited governance.   
 
Red States vs. Blue States.  While the red states, now having a huge majority, will no doubt 
lead the way, this should not be a partisan issue.  President-elect Trump and the Republican 
Congress are deeply unpopular in the small minority of states where Democrats rule.  There is 
much fear about what such an Administration and Congress will do.  For the blue states, the 
best bet is an Article V Convention of States to limit the scope, power and jurisdiction of the 
federal government.  They don’t want conservatives in Washington DC telling them what to do, 
any more than conservatives in the states want liberals in DC telling them what to do.  This can, 
and should be, a unifying movement.  Whatever their political ideology, now is the moment for 
all states and all people to push back against centralized power exercised by a far-away ruling 
elite. 
 
  



Our Kids and Grandkids are Depending on us to Call an Article V, Convention of States.  Even 
assuming that President-elect Trump finds himself with a Congress with the courage to do what 
it takes (the same Congress that never has), and that the federal courts don’t get in the way, 
any changes made by the President and Congress are only temporary.  While the current 
election map looked very red, it looks very different if you analyze the demographic trends.  If 
you look at the map of voters who are between 25-34, virtually the entire map of the U.S. is 
blue.  This means that we need need to make the structural changes necessary to preserve the 
republic right NOW.  If we don’t, we likely doom our kids and our grandkids to watch whatever 
President Trump and Congress accomplish today, get reversed in the future.  We cannot 
abandon the future to statists who will never relent.  While we have the power, we need to call 
an Article V Convention of states to restore the structural balance of power, for the long term, 
in favor of the people and the states.   
 
The revolution is under way.  It started in 2009 with the tea party, moved into the great House 
purge of the 2010 election, and then swept across the federal landscape with the 2014 
takeover of the Senate.  Now, the walls of Washington DC have been breached.  Donald Trump 
is our President-elect, and the simple reason is because the American people are sick and tired 
of being told what to do by people in government who think they know better.   
 
When asked the question, “Who Decides?,” the almost universal answer is “we do…for 
ourselves, our families, our communities, and perhaps our states.”  Few if any answer, “I think 
Washington DC and its armies of disconnected bureaucrats should tell us what to do.”  This is 
the rallying cry for an Article V Convention of States to restrain the scope, power and 
jurisdiction of the federal government. 
 
A historic election is behind us.  The American people have spoken.  They want their lives back.  
They want to decide for themselves, and they want government to leave them alone.  Donald 
Trump has breached the DC city walls, and he promises to change the way things are done in 
DC.  That’s good for the people.  But he can’t make these changes alone, and all the action can’t 
be from inside DC.   We the people must act through our states to call an Article V Convention 
of States. 
 
 
 
 
 


