
 

 

October 27, 2015 

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) c/o Superintendent Jayne Miller, 
Commissioner Scott Vreeland, and  
Corcoran Park director Ryan Flanders 

RE:  Community Priorities for Corcoran Park 

Dear MPRB Leaders: 

On behalf of the Corcoran Neighborhood Organization (CNO) board of directors, I am writing to share our 
community’s priorities for the future of Corcoran Park. We are grateful for this opportunity to share these 
priorities and feedback in response to the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board’s requests for input on 
future improvements to park amenities, programs and services, and recreation centers around the city.  

In cooperation with Corcoran Park staff, we organized a community meeting on September 23 with over 60 
residents in attendance. Everyone who attended shared what they love about Corcoran Park and what they 
would most like to improve or change. We gathered additional input through conversations at Corcoran Park 
with families, Twin Cities Native Lacrosse and other frequent park users, through door-knocking, through 
conversations with day care centers that use the park, and through an online survey. Through this process we 
heard from over 150 households. We analyzed the input to identify the community’s top priorities. 

It is clear that our community loves Corcoran Park, depends on Corcoran Park, and feels a strong sense of 
ownership of Corcoran Park. We understand the MPRB faces a city-wide deficit related to the demand for 
services and improvement and a limited supply of capital and maintenance resources. Understanding these 
circumstances, along with the vital importance of this park to our neighborhood, please consider what 
follows as a proposed plan for phased improvements with roles for community members, the Corcoran 
Neighborhood Organization, Corcoran Park staff, and the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board. Many of 
these improvements would incur no or low financial costs. Others could be furthered with grants which we 
might be uniquely qualified by pursue, or through volunteer efforts that we would be willing to help organize. 
We would love an opportunity to discuss the proposed improvements to further develop a shared action plan 
and partnership with you. 

The CNO Board shares our community’s strong desire to maintain access to the Corcoran Park we love long 
into the future. For this reason, we would also like to help the MPRB explore supportive partnerships that 
could help Corcoran Park thrive. For example, we have connected Commissioner Vreeland to leadership at 
Corcoran’s thriving YWCA Midtown facility, which is actively exploring opportunities to provide outdoor 
athletic and recreation programming in the neighborhood. In addition, South High School is presently 
developing plans to improve and expand its outdoor athletics facilities and already uses Corcoran Park for 
girls softball practice. 

For your use and further information, I am attaching all of the input we received from the survey and at the 
community meeting, including a numeric analysis identifying the priorities that follow on page 2. Some 
representative quotes are provided on pages 3-4. 

We look forward to hearing from you and working with you in partnership to ensure that Corcoran Park 
remains as a vital community and recreational center in our neighborhood.  Please do not hesitate to contact 
our Executive Director, Eric Gustafson, at 612-724-7457, with any questions.  

Sincerely, 

 
LisaBeth Barajas 
Chair, Corcoran Neighborhood Organization 

Cc: CNO Board of Directors and Executive Director 
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Community Priorities for Corcoran Park | October 2015 

Favorites    

1. Playground and pool. 

2. High use and diversity of users and activities. 

3. Pathways, dog walking. 

4. Trees. 

5. Preschool. 

Physical assets to improve 

1. Repair & update playground and pool. Update / replace sand, add more swings, and 
improve for older (age 6-10) kids.  

2. Repair, repurpose, or remove the tennis court. 

3. Fix up sports fields. Formalize soccer infrastructure (goals, striping) in response to heavy 
informal use, and mark where different groups are supposed to be.  

4. Improve landscaping and add community garden / pollinator garden / fruit trees. 

Programs & services to improve 

1. Tell us what is offered and ask us what we want. Share info in the monthly Corcoran 
News newspaper (free; delivered free of charge to all Corcoran homes). 

2. After-school programs / homework help. 

3. Pre-school / toddler programs. 

4. Youth sports. 

5. Adult & senior programs. 

6. Indoor programs during the winter.  

7. Naturalist programs. 

Staffing to improve 

1. Address drug / youth / smoking / behavior issues. 

2. Pick up litter more regularly. 

3. Spanish speaking staff. 

Rec Center facilities to improve 

1. Update building including energy efficiency. 

2. Update bathrooms and make open more often, esp. from outside. 

3. Improve open hours and options to reserve space. 

4. Update computer lab. 
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Improve Playground: 

“The whole playground could be improved. The swings are in bad shape. The sand play area is 

always packed with gross sand/garbage.” - Joanna A. 

“I don't let my kids play in the sand bowl area (water collects in the bowls and is stagnant).” - 

Jenna G. 

 

Improve Court: 

“Do something with the hardsurface court, it’s the sad space in the park.” - Michele F. 

“The tennis court could be improved for either tennis, but really I see more people using it for 

soccer, maybe placing astroturf or the spongy playground surface for more sports, including 

bike polo.” - Josh Z. 

“Repurpose hard surface court for a better use, like putting back in the basketball hoops.” - 

Janel H. 

 

Improve Fields: 

"The ballfields feel neglected and ignored." - Kevin K. 

"Even out the athletic fields. Patchy grass." - Sasha B. 

“Soccer fields! I think this is much more of a soccer neighborhood than baseball, and I see kids 

playing pickup soccer games frequently.” - Tiffany E. 

“Many Latino families organize community around use of those very few soccer fields while 

baseball diamonds everywhere sit constantly empty. Corcoran Park is a perfect example of 

this.” - Brian W. 

“Since lots of people are using the field space, it would be good if the fields would have lines to 

better demarcate the limits for each group. We have a permit to use this field, but before we 

arrive the neighborhoods kids are already playing a pick-up game of soccer. It would help if 

there where lines in the grass AND a place to post the permits we obtained to use the field. Like 

a signage place.” - Helen W. 
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More Youth Programs: 

"Sport programs for free for the kids." - Edain A. 

"Earlier in the day preschool / toddler activities." Julie W. 

"Afterschool programs for preschool and early elementary kids." - Candice S. 

"Always room more indoor programming, but need community support / teaching / 

engagement. Don't have enough staff-programming connections." Eric B. 

“We would like drop-in activities for neighborhood kids involving free-play or structured 

activities with supervision, especially during Winter months.” Tanya S. 

 

More Adult Programs: 

"I would like to see an exercise group for seniors, nutrition or cooking." - Diane W. 

"Adult programming, even if only quarterly, might be good." - Anna-Marie B. 

 

Improve Communications: 

"Perhaps an improvement would be communication to Corcoran neighbors / residents about 

what is offered? Otherwise I hear the park offerings are wonderful from friends have taken 

part." - Jenna G. 

"Don't know enough of what goes on inside the building..." - Crystal M. 

 

Spanish Speaking Staff: 

"Staff who speak my language Spanish. It's hard to ask a question to the staff." - Juana O. 

"Staff who speak my language Spanish." - Carmen A. 

 

Improve Bathrooms: 

"The bathrooms are not well attended to." - Leticia M. 

"Bathrooms could use a huge facelift. They are always dark/dirty." - Joanna A. 

 


