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Forum on SBB: Schools Below Budget 

Join the Caucus of Rank-and-File Educators (CORE) 

tomorrow evening for a panel discussion with teacher leaders 

from across the US and Puerto Rico who are waging an historic 

fight against corrupt and unequal school budgeting policies. 

Learn how neoliberal policy makers have used Student 

Based Budgeting to starve schools of resources, exacerbate 

inequalities, and undermine the public good. 

Find out what unions and communities are doing to 

expose the racist effects of Student Based Budgeting and put 

forth an alternative funding system that combats rather than 

perpetuates inequality. 

A social event where activists can continue to 

collaborate over food and drink will follow. This event kicks off 

the Labor Notes conference, held in the same venue. 

The Fight for a Progressive Alternative 

to Student Based Budgeting 
 

Thursday April 5, 2018, 7:00pm 

Hyatt Regency O’Hare 

9300 W Bryn Mawr Ave, Rosemont, IL 

 

Our Newest CTU Trustee: 

Mihir Garud 

Mihir Garud teaches consumer education at 

Instituto Health Sciences Career Academy (IHSCA) 

in the Pilsen neighborhood. He was elected into the 

leadership of ChiACTS 4343 before they merged 

with the CTU, and is now our newest CTU Trustee. 

Increasing financial literacy is Mihir’s 

educational passion. He believes that educating 

students and their families about how loans, 

interest rates, and other financial products work 

will lead to increased educational equity and 

opportunities for our students.  

When asked about his thoughts on unions, 

Mihir told us, “We are in a unique place – at the 

intersection of two great engines for equality: 

public education and organized labor. Unions are 

one of the last remaining institutions of checks and 

balances on free market capitalism in our society. I 

am passionate about unions because they have 

been at the forefront of social movements to 

increase equality and opportunity for all.” 
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CORE Organizes CORE Fights for Our Rights CORE Wins

We have faced monumental challenges in the last 

few years. An anti-union mayor was elected in 2011; an 

anti-union governor was elected in 2014; an anti-union 

president was elected in 2016; and we are now facing a 

potential Supreme Court decision that would rob us of 

basic Union rights in 2018. 

 

 Meanwhile, the Chicago Teachers Union – 

led by CORE – has fought back.  

 

 

 

CORE members Won a historic Strike in 2012. 

We organized every school, got a 98% vote to strike, and 

shocked the world with a 7-day strike. The Chicago 

Teachers Union became a force to be reckoned with in 

Chicago, the state of Illinois, and the nation. We also 

became the model upon which other unions organize their 

own fights throughout the country. 

CORE members Made the CTU a Political 

Force. We forced the mayor of Chicago into a runoff in 

2015 – the first time ever – with a last-minute candidate. 

We elected our own Sue Garza, a counselor and CORE 

member, to the Chicago City Council in 2015. And we 

expect to get even more of our members elected to office 

at the city, county, and state levels in the next few years. 

CORE members Fought School Closings for 

more than a decade. We made the defense of 

neighborhood public schools a focal point of our efforts 

since our inception in 2008. We organized school staffs, 

and community, parent, and student groups to defend 

EVERY school slated to be closed. We brought solidarity to 

these fights for basic human rights. While we have not 

won every time, we have forced CPS – and the mayor – to 

justify their actions and scrap many of their plans to 

destroy neighborhoods. Additionally, we have won 

contract language to help members in affected schools 

stay in the system, while pressing CPS to rebuild 

neighborhoods through sustainable community schools. 

CORE members Changed the Debate regarding 

Public Education. We have educated the city about TIFs 

and various other scams the mayor uses to enrich himself 

and his cronies. We have led the charge for Progressive 

Revenue. And we are leading the push to create an 

Elected School Board for the Chicago Public Schools. 
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CORE Organizes  CORE Fights for Our Rights  CORE Wins 

CORE members recruited more than 1000 new 

members into the CTU by Merging our Union with the 

union for charter schools. We have worked with educators 

from charter schools for nearly ten years, helping them to 

organize their buildings, and win union rights network by 

network. While doing this solidarity work, we realized that 

everyone would gain by bringing these educators into our 

Union. 

 

CORE members understand the importance of 

Social Justice and Equity in Education. Our members 

have organized the Black Caucus and Latino Caucus within 

the CTU, under the umbrella of the American Federation 

of Teachers. We have led the charge in defending 

educators of color from the bully tactics used by principals 

and Network Nitwits. And we have helped create and 

implement educational policies that support equitable 

education, like restorative justice and student voice 

initiatives. 

CORE members are at the forefront of every fight 

for quality, equitable education for the children of 

Chicago. We understand the historical forces we are up 

against. And we are ready for the fight. We are currently 

leading an effort to expose the inequities of CPS’ so-called 

Student-Based Budgeting, and will be leading the 

campaign for a new Contract. The current Contract ends 

next June, and another strike may be coming. 

JOIN US!!! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Student-Based Budgeting Forum   

AND                                                                                  

CORE Social 

Thursday, April 5th @ 7:00pm 

Hyatt Regency O’Hare  

[9300 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Westmont] 

Forum before Labor Notes Conference 

 

Special Ed Taskforce 

 

Tuesday, April 10th, 4:30pm 

CTU Offices [1901 W. Carroll] 

 

CORE General Meeting 

 

Monday, April 16th   

SEIU Healthcare [2229 S. Halsted St.] 

 

Name   

E-mail   

 

Phone   

Street   

City, State Zip   

JOIN CORE! 
Help the CTU continue to take on corporate 
privatizers and the Board’s dirty tricks. Join 
at COREteachers.org or mail $35 (working 
CTU teachers) or $20 (CTU PSRPs, retirees, 
displaced, and associates*) to: 

CORE 
P.O. Box 47687 
Chicago, IL 60647-7217 

*Associates are supportive CPS parents and 
community members. They have speaking  
rights in CORE meetings, but may not vote. 

 


