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The 2016 legislative session yielded mixed
results for animals. CVA tracked and scored
five different bills during the session, none of
which ultimately became law. This included
two pro-animal bills which unfortunately did
not pass, as well as three inhumane proposals
that were successfully defeated. Most of these
bills did not make it to a vote in the Senate,
providing scant information on which to base

our state Senators’ scores this session.

2016 Bills

HB-1010 Prairie Dog Relocation
Position: Oppose Outcome: defeated in committee

This bill would have made it more difficult for wildlife
advocates to save imperiled prairie dogs from encroaching
development. Relocation of prairie dogs across county
lines effectively ended after 1999, when agricultural interests
passed a law requiring the board of county commission-
ers’ approval to move “destructive rodent pests” from one
county to another. HB-1010 would have extended this

requirement to relocations within a county as well, adding
yet another hurdle to the already difficult task of finding
appropriate release sites for displaced prairie dog colonies.
This bill was sponsored by Rep. Kevin Priola (R-Brighton)
and Sen. Jerry Sonnenberg (R-Sterling).

HB-1120 Rabies Vaccination
Position: Support Outcome: passed the House;
laid over by Senate committee

This bill, sponsored by Rep.
Joann Ginal (D-Fort Collins)
would have created a state-
wide requirement for dogs
and cats to be vaccinated
against rabies. The current
patchwork of local rabies
regulations make it difficult
to control the spread of this
disease, which is deadly to
companion animals, many
species of wildlife, and hu-
mans. The bill would have
preserved the current waiver
process for animals whose
health would be negatively impacted by the vaccine. HB-
1120 passed the house but proponents did not have enough
support for the bill to pass the Senate Agriculture Committee.
The committee voted to “lay over” (effectively, withdraw)
the bill at the request of the bill’s Senate sponsor, Sen. Jack
Tate (R-Arapahoe County).

HB-1220 Bear Hunting
Position: Oppose
Outcome: defeated in committee

This bill was yet another attempt to overturn the will of Colo-
rado voters regarding bear hunting. Coloradans voted via a
1992 ballot initiative to ban the spring hunting of black bears,
in order to protect bear cubs from being orphaned when their
mothers are killed. HB-1220 would have allowed Colorado
Parks and Wildlife to move the start of bear hunting season
from September 1 to August 1, when cubs born in the spring
are still dependent on their mothers. HB-1220 was sponsored
by Representatives Yeulin Willett (R-Grand Junction) and
Edward Vigil (D-Fort Garland).



HB-1341
Endangered Species Protection

Position: Support

Outcome: passed the House; defeated in Senate
committee

This bill would have
criminalized the buying
and selling of elephant
ivory, as well as prod-
ucts from nine other
endangered species
that are threatened by
poaching: rhinoceroses,
lions, tigers, leopards,
cheetahs, pangolins, sea
turtles, sharks and rays.
The bill was sponsored
in the House by Repre-
sentatives Joann Ginal
(D-Fort Collins) and Beth McCann (D-Denver), and in
the Senate by Sen. Jessie Ulibarri (D-Westminster). The
bill included exemptions for antiques and older items
containing small amounts of ivory such as knife or gun
handles, but this was not enough to forestall opposition.
The bill passed the House but was defeated by the Senate
State Affairs Committee.

KEY: v = Pro-animal vote;

X = Anti-animal vote;

SB-151 Right to Hunt
Position: Oppose Outcome: passed the Senate;

defeated in House committee

This bill sought to enshrine hunting and fishing as a right of
Colorado citizens, and would have required public hunting,
trapping, and fishing to be the primary means of managing
wildlife in the state. This bill passed the Senate with a
disappointing degree of support, but fortunately it was
defeated by the House State Affairs Committee. SB-151
was sponsored by Sen. Jerry Sonnenberg (R-Sterling) and
Rep. Edward Vigil (D-Fort Garland).

2016 Voting Scores

This report lists legislators’ scores on animal-related leg-
islation for the 2016 session. The numerical score is the
legislator’s score on actual votes. The letter grade is our
overall assessment of the legislator’s performance. For
the letter grade we considered votes, sponsorship or co-
sponsorship of bills, and any behind-the-scenes efforts
that affected animal-related legislation.

NOTE: The scores don’t tell the whole story! Sometimes
a legislator is either more or less animal friendly than the
score indicates. This is especially true during years when
there are few animal-related bills available for scoring.

S = Bill sponsor; *= Co-sponsor; e = excused
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About Colorado Voters for Animals

Colorado Voters for Animals is committed to animal protection through effective legislation.
We support candidates and incumbents who align with these values. We advocate for humane
legislation, oppose inhumane legislation, and educate the public on issues that affect animals.

Colorado Voters for Animals has a separate Small Donor Committee,

established to help get humane candidates elected and keep them in office.

COVotersforAnimals.org ® Facebook.com/CO VotersforAnimals ¢ 191 University Blvd, Box 345 ¢ Denver CO 80206




