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ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
There is a growing imbalance in economic opportunity, income and wealth 
in this country. We need to address this issue, not by pulling down successful 
people, but by helping others climb the ladder of success. 

While urban areas are improving and the gap between the “haves” and “have 
nots” is slowly decreasing, rural areas and small towns have been left behind, 
and overall, there is still tremendous work to be done on all fronts. 

•	 Use the same principles that created 
the interstate system to expand high-
speed internet infrastructure to rural 
Missouri and all corners of the U.S.

•	 Partner with private industry to create 
programs that pull urban center 
populations out of poverty

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
America is the big winner in the global economy. Nearly half of the revenue 
of all S&P 500 companies is generated by overseas sales. Threatening tariffs 
or withdrawing from trade agreements harms us economically and from a 
national security perspective.

We must always work toward fair rules and a level playing field, but a system 
of international trade cannot be built on an approach of “we will always win 
and you will always lose.”

•	 Develop education and retraining 
programs that help workers adapt 
to	and	even	benefit	from	economic	
changes related to international trade 
relationships

•	 Foster positive international 
relationships that position Missourians 
for success

HEALTHCARE 
In America, we spend twice as much per capita on healthcare, with 
outcomes no better, and in some cases, worse, than many countries.  
We must work toward a more effective and efficient business model in 
healthcare, and toward a lower rate. We need greater focus on mental 
health issues, which has impacted so many families, including our  
own, as well as assistance for those struggling with opioid and other 
addiction problems. The result would be happier, healthier, and more 
productive people.

•	 Shift the discussion from health 
insurance premiums to the actual 
cost of healthcare and promote the 
importance of stabilizing the  
healthcare system

•	 Demand innovation in healthcare 
to provide better outcomes and lower 
costs for the American people

SECOND AMENDMENT AND GUN SAFETY 
We are a gun-owning family. Shooting is one of our main activities on farm 
weekends. Everyone in our family has received training in the safe use of 
firearms. I respect Second Amendment rights. I respect law-abiding gun 
owners, and I understand and respect their desire to own guns. Having said 
all of that, I do not support efforts that make it difficult, if not impossible, to 
even have a public discussion about any gun safety issue.

While the majority of Americans believe that access to guns needs to be 
more restrictive, common ground can be reached with mutual respect 
between those that support second amendment rights and those that 
advocate for increased levels of gun regulation.

•	 Seek common ground solutions 
through mutual respect and dialogue

•	 Maintain second amendment rights for 
law-abiding citizens while implementing 
safeguards to decrease gun violence: 

 — keep mentally ill people from  
purchasing guns 

 — extend background checks for private 
sales and gun shows

 — keep	people	on	a	no-fly	or	watch	list	
from purchasing guns 

 — restrict	future	sales	of	assault	rifles
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IMMIGRATION
Yes, we need immigration reform. No, we cannot accept every immigrant 
who wants to come to America. But, we cannot ignore the value of foreign-
born entrepreneurs and intellectuals to the economic prosperity in the 
United States.  Yes, we must reasonably control our borders, but that does 
not require an expensive and impractical 2,000-mile wall along the border.

•	 Develop a system for deciding the 
appropriate level of immigration

•	 Create reasonable solutions to handle 
the immigrants already here

ENVIRONMENT
Environmental protections are important. Americans must embrace 
rather than shun the opportunities of new energy sources and new, more 
environmentally-aware, ways of doing things.  We should not celebrate the 
dismantling of environmental protections. 

Most Americans believe environmental protections are important for  
the future of their children, grandchildren and beyond. Business, jobs, 
prosperity, and growth can all be achieved when the environment is  
healthy and sustainable.

•	 Promote environmental protection as  
an opportunity rather than a 
hindrance to business

•	 Champion alternative solutions  
that help create a sustainable source of 
energy with minimal impact to  
the environment

ABORTION 
While the legality of abortion is ultimately the decision of the Supreme 
Court, we can find ways to come together on common ground regarding 
solutions for unplanned pregnancies.

Through education, comprehensive dialogue and the recognition that this is 
a complex issue with no easy solution, we can establish options for women 
that respect the sanctity of life while also safeguarding their rights over their 
bodies and lives.

•	 Promote alternatives to abortion, 
including education, birth control, 
abstinence,	and	simplification	of	the 
adoption process

•	 Reasonable restrictions on late-term 
abortions are appropriate; otherwise,  
the decision should be left to the woman 
in consultation with her family and 
medical providers

BRINGING REAL CHANGE TO WASHINGTON

We cannot continue to do the same thing and expect different results. Craig will bring change to the status quo by:

Challenging blind alliance to a two-party system

•	 The two-party system has resulted in a winner-take-all 
mentality and has led to division and gridlock in Washington.

•	 Electing an Independent, untethered from either party, will 
provide a political center and create neutral space to discuss 
and	negotiate	difficult	issues.

•	 Individuals should vote their conscience, not their party. 
By disrupting the power party leaders have over our 
government, we are positioned for a true dialogue that 
represents the will of the people. 

Promoting entrepreneurial spirit and  
innovation in government and business

•	 Innovation creates better outcomes at more  
affordable costs.

•	 True growth comes from exploration, experimentation  
and learning from our experiences. As a country, we  
cannot afford to turn away from the new and untried.

•	 We need to encourage businesses and individuals to 
continue to take risks and offer ground-breaking and 
creative solutions.

www.craigodear.com
Paid for by O’Dear for US Senate


