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Invite Fairness to the Table
Governor Malloy has invited the Democratic and Republican Leadership to meet about a
predicted revenue shortfall, but apparently the only options to be discussed are more cuts. We
call on the Governor and the legislature to invite fairness to the table by examining ways to
achieve a fairer and more efficient revenue system.
Addressing revenue shortfalls with only more cuts is not fair. Continued cuts will negatively
affect all of Connecticut’s families and children who need essential services, people with
disabilities and the elderly who need caring services, schools that need good teachers, and
communities that need public safety. If our revenue projections are off, it is certainly not
because the richest half a percent among us are struggling, or because our largest and most
profitable businesses can’t afford to pay their share. Let’s seek additional contributions from
those very fortunate few who have ability and means to pay.
We all want a government that works well and programs that provide the essential public
structures upon which our economy and communities depend -such as clean air and water, good
schools, public safety and care for our most vulnerable. We are the richest state in the union,
and yet for decades we have tolerated waiting lists in some of our most basic public services,
and inadequate investments in our futures. Indeed, over the years, these programs have already
sustained hundreds of millions of dollars in cuts.
When we miss our revenue forecasts by less than 1% -- as the Administration is indicating here
– the first place we look should not be these important programs. Instead, we should look first
at addressing a system where working and middle class families pay almost twice the effective
rate in state and local taxes than the richest among us do, and we should ask those richest to pay
a little more. And such principles of fairness should apply not just to individual taxes, but to
business taxes as well. Our revenue structure should ask our largest and most profitable
businesses to pay their fair share, and we should do so in way that is fair to small businesses
and good for our economy.
More cuts mean still more pain for all of us, and threaten the futures of our families and our
communities. Let’s not leave fairness off the table. There are better choices.
Better Choices is a statewide coalition working to help lawmakers make smarter decisions
about the state’s imbalanced revenue system. Members include nonprofit providers, labor,
community, faith, environment, and advocacy organizations.

Membership List
AIDS Connecticut
AFSCME CT Council 4
American Federation of Teachers’
American Academy of Pediatrics
Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition (BCAC)
Collaborative Center for Justice
Congress of Connecticut Community Colleges
Connecticut Alliance for Basic Human Needs (CABHN)
Connecticut Alliance for Retired Americans
Connecticut Association for Human Services (CAHS) Connecticut
Association of Nonprofits
Connecticut Center for a New Economy (CCNE)
Connecticut Citizen Action Group (CCAG)
Connecticut Common Cause
Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Christ
Connection Association for Community Action
Connecticut Council of Family Service Agencies
Connecticut Education Association (CEA)
Connecticut Employees Union Independent (CEUI)
Connecticut Oral Health Initiative (COHI)
Connecticut Parent Power
Connecticut Voices for Children
Connecticut Housing Coalition
Connecticut Legal Services, Inc.
Connecticut State Employees Association (CSEA)
Connecticut Working Families
End Hunger Connecticut!
Greater Hartford Legal Aid
Junta for Progressive Action
Legal Assistance Resource Center of CT (LARCC)
Mental Health Association of Connecticut
Middlesex Coalition for Children
Mothers for Justice
National Association of Social Workers
New England Healthcare Employees Union District 1199
New Haven Legal Assistance Association
New Haven Peoples Center
Partners in Healthy Communities
Planned Parenthood of Southern New England
Service Employees International Union Connecticut State Council
Sierra Club-Connecticut Chapter
State Employees Bargaining Agent Coalition (SEBAC)
United Auto Workers, Region 9A
University of Connecticut Professional Employees Association
Vecinos Unidos
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