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We are participants in a statewide roundtable on climate and jobs that includes labor unions, 
community organizations, religious groups, businesses and environmental groups.  We are 
deeply concerned about the need to build a sustainable economy with good-paying jobs here 
at home while reducing the threat of climate disruption here and around the world.  We believe 
that policies like the DEEP "2012 Comprehensive Energy Strategy for Connecticut" present an 
important opportunity to address both the economic crisis and the climate crisis. 
 
We reject the false choice of “jobs or the environment.”  We know that environmental change is 
coming and will require changes in how we produce and consume both energy and goods and 
services.  We seek to build a worker-oriented environmental movement that supports a fair and 
just transition program to protect not only the environment, but also the livelihoods of working 
people endangered by both climate change and the steps taken toward mitigation and 
adaptation.  Workers making the difficult transition to alternative work deserve well-paid, 
secure jobs with benefits and the right to union representation. 
 
We strongly support the Draft Strategy’s emphasis on energy efficiency as the least-cost way 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  Energy efficiency programs also create large numbers 
of local jobs which cannot be outsourced.  We urge an immediate increase in funding to these 
programs, and we support the expansion of innovative financing tools, including on-bill 
payment. 
 
We applaud the Draft Strategy’s proposal to study "raising the target" for the State’s renewable 
portfolio standards beyond the current commitment to 20% by 2020, but we oppose 
reclassifying large-scale Canadian hydropower and waste-to-energy projects as Class I 
renewables.  Such a move will produce no new jobs in the state, and it will reduce incentives to 
expand regional wind energy production, in-state solar and fuel cell development, as well as 
local recycling programs.  We need to invest our energy dollars in ways that promote local and 
regional economic activity. 
 
We have concerns about the proposed $5 billion investment in the expansion of natural gas 
infrastructure.  Recognizing the amount of methane released during the extraction and 
transmission of natural gas, the DEEP needs to quantify the greenhouse gas pollution impact 
of the proposed natural gas expansion over the investment lifetime of the projects and 
compare that impact with alternative investments.  Similarly, while the Draft Strategy states 
that building natural gas infrastructure will create "as many as 7,000 jobs," such predictions 
have often proved to be exaggerated and must be measured against the far higher number of 
jobs per dollar usually resulting from investments in renewable energy and conservation. 
 
While natural gas may have a role to play in the transition to clean energy, Connecticut should 
exercise caution in making infrastructure investments that lock us into natural gas for decades 
to come.  Investments in expanded natural gas infrastructure should be explicitly linked to 
energy efficiency retrofits, thereby maximizing short-term return in energy savings and job 
creation, as well as yielding long-term savings that will continue beyond a future shift to 
renewable energy sources. 
 



We commend the DEEP and the State of Connecticut for addressing the issue of climate 
change in the Draft Strategy.  However, the document states that "additional measures" will be 
required "to achieve the goal of an 80% [greenhouse gas] emissions reduction by 2050 as 
spelled out in the State's Global Warming Solutions Act."  We urge that the next draft of the 
Strategy include "additional measures" to achieve the goal required by the statute. 
 
The following people have endorsed this statement as individuals and NOT on behalf of or 
representing any organization or institution. 
 
NAME AFFILIATION (for identification purposes ONLY) 

Khadija Abdul-Salaam CT Coalition for Environmental Justice 
Judy Allen National Climate Ethics Campaign 
Elisabeth Aurand Interreligious Eco-Justice Network 
Debra T. Belancik ConnectiCOSH 
Blair Bertaccini AFSCME Local 269 
Patricia R. Bjorling CT Conference of the United Church of Christ 
Jeremy Brecher Labor Network for Sustainability 
Peter Brunelli SEIU 2001 
William E. Dornbos Environment Northeast 
Terri Eickel Interreligious Eco-Justice Network 
Dan Fischer CT Coalition for Environmental Justice 
Joelle Fishman Peoples Center 
Mike Fitts ConnectiCOSH 

Kathleen M. Flaherty UAW Local 2320 

Felipe Flores Greenlief LLC 
Suzanne Flores  
Kenny Foscue North Haven Clean Energy Task Force 
Aaron Goode New Haven Environmental Justice Network 
Annie Harper Yale Community Carbon Fund 
Leslie Higgins Solar Thermal Industry 
Donald Hoyle Interreligious Eco-Justice Network 
John Humphries Hartford Friends Meeting 
Jeff Janusonis ConnectiCOSH 
Martha Kelly CT Coalition for Environmental Justice 
Jim Lohr Carpenters Labor - Management Program 
Laura McMillan CT Fund for the Environment 
Stanley McMillen Trinity College, UConn economics faculty 
Bruce Miller 1st Congregational Church of Meriden, Pastor 
Jim Murkette Union Energy Alliance 
Robert Nixon Unitarian Universalist Society - Stamford 
Douglas Pease Univ of Connecticut, Physics Department 
Pamela Puchalski ConnectiCOSH 
Ari Rubenstein Environment Connecticut 
Steve Schrag Naugatuck Valley Project & ConnectiCOSH 
Mary Sherwin SEIU 2001 
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Jay Stewart 
Co-Chair Sustainable Living Committee, Unitarian-
Universalist Society: East 

Ellen Thomson UNITE HERE 
Jennifer Torres 22nd Century Learning Institute 

Bill Upholt 
Interreligious Eco-Justice Network & Hartford Advisory 
Commission on the Environment 

Joseph Wasserman CT Coalition for Environmental Justice 
Elise Willer CT Working Families Organization 
Carol Wilson Cheshire Energy Commission 
Leonard C. Yannielli Peoples Center (New Haven) 
Christine Yannielli Committee for Gunntown Passive Park & Nature Preserve 

 
 


