
Please Support Bill 7 

AAC CLIMATE CHANGE PLANNING AND RESILIENCY 

Planning now for sea level rise is vital to save money, lives, and communities 
 

Whatever one believes is the primary cause of rising coastal waters - the subsidence of 
land along our shoreline, and/or the build-up of greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere; 
the levels of water in Long Island Sound are rising at an alarming rate. Tide gauge 
records indicate that; as do countless accounts of roads in coastal towns that used to 
flood once every several years and now flood multiple times every year.  

Sea levels do not rise consistently around the world. Ocean currents, land uplift, and 
other factors cause variations across the globe. Unfortunately, the Northwest Atlantic 
coast from Virginia to Maine has had some of the largest increases in the rate of 
sea level rise on the planet. According to the U.S. Geological Survey, “Between 1950–
1979 and 1980–2009, SLR rate increases in this northeast hotspot were 3–4 times 
higher than the global average.” 
 

Sea levels are not only rising in Long Island Sound, but 
the rate at which they are rising is increasing. 
Calculations of a rolling 10-year average of mean SLR 
in New London, as measured by NOAA’s tide gauge 
data, show a significant recent acceleration of the rate 
of rise. Compared to the average annual rate of rise 
from 1938 to 1988, the rate of rise between 1989 
and 2012 tripled. 
 

These rising seas by themselves threaten our coastal roads, septic systems, and much 
other infrastructure. They also give storm waves a higher platform from which to launch 
themselves into coastal neighborhoods.  
 
Well-informed and realistic planning now is essential to reduce the devastation 
that future storms will cause.  
 
Public Act 13-179, which passed unanimously in the Senate 
and with only six negative House votes, mandated that 
various State and municipal planning processes consider, 
and that UConn’s Marine Sciences Division periodically 
update, future sea level change scenarios published in a 
2102 National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration report. 
 
UConn has extensively reviewed the latest science and data from Long Island Sound. 
Sections 1, 5-9, and 11-15 of Bill 7 would reflect that new science and data. The bill 
would also require that any flood-proofing requirements for State-funded projects within 
the Coastal Boundary be consistent with the new UConn sea level scenario.  
 
Planning for only the most optimistic scenarios would be a grave disservice to future 
generations. Bill 7 provides a scientifically-based, moderate sea level projection to 
help us better prepare our communities for the increasing threats posed by rising 
waters.   

For more information, call David Sutherland, The Nature Conservancy - 860-508-0222 
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Provisions of Bill 7  

AAC CLIMATE CHANGE PLANNING AND RESILIENCY 

Preparing for Sea Level Rise and Coastal Storms 

 Sections 1, 5, 14 and 15 would update the sea level change (SLC) scenarios that 
existing statutes require to be considered in the development of the State      
(Sec. 5) and coastal municipal (Sec.1) Plans of Conservation and Development; 
municipal evacuation or hazard mitigation plans (Sec. 14); and the State Civil 
Preparedness Plan (Sec. 15). 

 Sections 6 and 7 would add “areas subject to inundation as determined by the 
most recent sea level change scenario…” to “coastal resources” in the existing 
coastal zone management statutes. 

 Public Act 13-179 mandated that various State and municipal planning 
processes, referred to above, consider four future sea level change scenarios 
published in a 2102 National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration report. The 
act also required UConn’s Marine Sciences Division periodically update those 
scenarios. Sections 8 and 14 of Bill 7 would replace the existing statutory 
definition of “sea level rise” and the four NOAA global scenarios with the sea 
level rise scenario for Long Island Sound developed under Section 14 of the bill. 
 

 Section 9 would incorporate the new SLC scenario into the elevation calculations 
that delineate the statutory coastal boundary. 
 

 Section 11 clarifies the SLC scenario to be used for consideration in assessing 
designs for sewage treatment plant upgrades.  
 

 Section 12 would require that any flood-proofing requirements for State-funded 
projects within the Coastal Boundary be consistent with the new SLC scenario. 

Interim Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Targets – Section 22a-200a 
establishes 2020 and 2050 greenhouse gas emission (GHG) reduction goals for 
Connecticut. Section 10 of Bill 7 would establish an interim goal for 2030 – a 45% 
reduction from 2001 levels. 

Council on Climate Change – Section 16 would establish a Connecticut Council on 
Climate Change, comprised of several State agencies, CCM, COST, CIRCA and 
representatives of businesses and NGO’s, to monitor climate science and the State’s 
progress in meeting GHG reduction goals, and make recommendations for meeting 
those goals. Section 29 would replace the name of the existing Governor’s Steering 
Committee on Climate Change with the “Connecticut Council on Climate Change”. 

Comprehensive Climate and Energy Strategy – Sections 3 and 17--28 would 
incorporate consideration of the State’s GHG Reduction goals into the State’s 
Comprehensive Energy Strategy, which would now be called the “Comprehensive 
Climate and Energy Strategy”. 

Integrated Resource Plan – Sections 2 and 4 would incorporate consideration of the 
State’s GHG Reduction goals into the State’s Integrated Resource Plan. 


