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CASE BACKGROUND 

On 04/26/2010 I was assigned to this case as investigator. I read an email from 

13.43 (ist 13.43 ), who sent the Internal Affairs Unit an email 

explaining why he had not submitted a supervisor's report, for a CAPRS report where 

force was used. 

13.43 explained that he was reading over reports from the previous shift, when 

he read a report, (10-114581), from Officer Sherry Appledorn. He said he realized after 

reading the report that Officer Appledorn needed to complete a Use of Force Report. 

13.43 said he informed Officer Appledorn to complete the Force Report and that he was 

waiting for her to do this, before a supervisors report could be completed. 

I read Officer Appledorn's supplement and learned that she was an officer in the 

13.43 - Personnel Data Unit in the First Precinct. Officer Appledorn was working during 

downtown bar close, (bars close at the same time, which causes a large amount of people 

to be on the streets at once), and when she was asked to assist with a disorderly 

individual, by Karma Night club's manager, John Barlow, it ended with an arrest for 

assault. 
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Barlow and other Karma staff had just "kicked" an individual, (AP Ross), out of the 

back door of their club, for being intoxicated and disorderly. AP Ross returned to the 

front doors and hit a bouncer, in his face. Officer Appledorn and Barlow had to 

physically control the AP, to get him to Officer Appleton's squad. Once Officer 

Appledorn was at her squad, Barlow left her to go back to assist his staff at Karma Night 

Club. 

After Officer Appledorn handcuffed and placed the AP under arrest, she wanted the 

AP to sit on the ground, while they waited for the booking van. Officer Appledorn 

wanted the AP to sit on the ground, but he wouldn't cooperate. So to distract the AP, 

Officer Appledorn hit him in the face with an open hand. After the AP was hit by Officer 

Appledorn he sat down on the ground until the booking van arrived. 

It is alleged that Officer Appledorn did not notify a supervisor of the use of force, nor 

did she complete a force report immediately after her shift. 

CASE INVESTIGATION 

On May 05, 2010, I telephoned Kate Taylor-Edwards of the first precinct, to see if 

there were safe zone cameras that would show the front of Karma Night Club, in 

downtown Minneapolis. Taylor-Edwards told me that the safe zones cameras on 3"I and 

5th streets near Karma had been disconnected due to construction in the area. She said 

she thought Karma might have cameras by their front doors. 

I called the manager of Karma, John Barlow, (612) 481-5044 and asked if he had a 

camera outside the night club. Barlow said that they had a camera inside the club 

directed at the front door. But that the awning on their building was so low, it would 
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block an outside camera's view. I asked Barlow if he recalled the incident with Officer 

Appledorn and he said he did. Barlow, who is an ex-police officer, did not want to give a 

taped statement, (at this time I turned on my recorder to tape our conversation), but did 

talk to me freely about what he saw. He said he saw Officer Appledorn struggling with 

the AP, so he helped her get him under control. Barlow said the AP was a pretty big 

man; he was intoxicated and still very upset about being "kicked out" of the club earlier. 

Barlow said he left when two other officers came to assist Officer Appledorn with the 

AP. He also said he did not see Officer Appledorn strike the AP. 

I also went to businesses next door and across the street from Karma, but they did not 

have cameras outside of their buildings. 

I interviewed 13.43 - Personnel Data who was a supervisor on duty that night, (04/25/10), 

and who reviewed Officer Appleton's CAPRS report. I also interviewed 

13.43 , who was Officer Appleton's supervisor that night and 

was Officer Appleton's direct supervisor in the 

Statement of 13.43 - Personnel Data 

On May 17, 2010 at 0707 hours, 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

Case Statements 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

Unit. 

13.43 

13.43 who 

came to Internal Affairs with his 

Federation Representative, Lyall Delaney. I read 13.43 the Tennessen and Garrity 

Warnings and he stated that he understood both. 

13.43 said that he was reviewing Officer Appledorn's CAPRS report, (10-

1145810), the morning after her shift. He said when he started reading her supplement; 
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he realized that her report may have needed a force report added. When I asked 

13.43 if he thought her report was incomplete, he said "No, I did not". 13.43 said 

he sent Officer Appledorn's report back to her for revisions to be made, "specifically, 

asking her if a Sergeant was notified or words to that effect, a supervisor notified or a 

sergeant notified". 13.43 also said the force section of Officer Appledorn's report 

needed to be completed. 

13.43 said he was not Officer Appledorn's direct and he did not know 

specifically what her duties were, except to deal with 13.43 - Personnel Data 13.43 

said once he informed Officer Appledorn that she needed to complete a force report, it 

showed that he was the 13.43 , but he said he did not approve her completed 

report. He said in CAPRS even if someone else approves the final report, the original 

13.43 name is still attached as the approving supervisor. 

When I asked 13.43 why he had specifically sent Officer Appleton's report back 

to her incomplete, he stated: "There's two things I generally look for when I sign into 

CAPRS under my supervisory screen,; there's a tab for force reports that are pending to 

be approved and generally I would go into that section and try to review that report. 

There was no report pending. The other issue and I'm not a hundred percent sure, I 

can't remember, but under the descriptive options there's an option that says was force 

used, and I don't remember if she had checked it. It says yes here, I don't know if it 

originally said, no and she updated it to say yes when I returned it or not". 

"But that would have been another indicator to me based on what I knew of the incident 

and what she put in her supplement. Had she said no, for force used, that would have 

indicated to me, this needs to be fixed". 
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