
Michael Spann 

Michael Spann called this investigator at the urging of Rodney Spann. He was 

tentative about talking about the case but agreed to give a statement. He said that 

he would prefer to come to the IAU office and agreed to to come on 8-19-13 at 1130 

Hrs. He did not show up for the interview and did not call. 

On 8-20-13 this investigator left a message for Mr. Spann to call and discuss if he 

was still willing to give an interview. He has not called back. 

Video 

Video was obtained from Apple Valley Police. Coverage included images from one 

camera inside the bar and also MVR from the Apple Valley squads that responded to 

the fight call. 

The video from inside the bar does not show any of the altercation and nothing out 

of the ordinary can be seen. One of the victims listed in the Police report is seen in 

the bar for a brief time and then leaves. Two people who appear to be Offs. Bennett 

and 13.43 are seen at the bar. Their attention appears to be drawn toward the 

entrance and they walk out of camera view at 00:45:39. A few minutes later the bar 

tender and a few other people leave and go toward the entrance presumably after 

being alerted to the disturbance in the parking lot. 

Off. Woodis cannot be identified in the video footage. 
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Squad MVR 

The MVR images show the Apple Valley squads responding to the scene. Images of 

both the MPD Officers and members of the other party are seen. The Apple Valley 

Officers can be seen interviewing all of the parties. Audio of their interviews in the 

parking lot is very weak and difficult to hear. 

( ) 

Off. Woodis is placed into the rear of squad 907 and interviewed. Nothing out of the 

ordinary is noted. Off. Woodis identifies himself and gives the officer his name, 

DOB, address, etc. When read the Miranda Warning Off. Woodis declines to give a 

statement and the officer asks no more questions about the fight or what led up to it. 

After several minutes Off. Woodis is let out of the squad. 

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS 

Allegation # 1: It is alleged that on 11-19-12 while off duty and in the city of Apple 

Valley, Mn. Off. William Woodis, Off. Christopher Bennett and 13.43 - Personnel Data 

became involved in a fight at Bogarts Bar. Apple Valley police were called and after 

investigating the three accused officers were tagged with three misdemeanor 

offenses: 1. 5th Degree Assault. 2. 4th degree Damage to Property and 3. Disorderly 

Conduct. If the above allegations are true it would be a violation of the following 

MPD Policy and Procedure: 
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5-102 CODE OF ETHICS (08/01/91) 

(A-D) 

All sworn and civilian members of the department shall conduct themselves in a 
professional and ethical manner at all times and not engage in any on or off-duty 
conduct that would tarnish or offend the ethical standards of the department. 
Employees shall abide by the City's Ethics in Government Policy, Chapter 15. 
(05/23/07) 

Investigative Facts 

( ) • On 11-19-12 MPD officers William Woodis, Christopher Bennett and 

13.43 were at Bogarts Bar in Apple Valley. 

13.43 

• They were there to celebrate Off. Bennett's birthday. 

• All three admitted they had been drinking alcoholic beverages at the bar. 

• Off. Woodis says that another man came up to him and wanted to shake his 

hand. He told the man to leave him alone. 

• 13.43 said that he saw the man extend his hand toward Woodis and 

Woodis looked "confused". 

• Off. Woodis said the man then went outside to the patio and began making 

hand gestures towards him as though he were shooting at him. 

• Off. Woodis went outside to the patio and asked the man making the gestures 

what the problem was. 
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• Off. Bennett and 13.43 followed Woodis outside. 

• The man was with 2 other men and one of them became aggressive, 

challenging Off. Woodis to a fight. 

• Off. Woodis and Off. Bennett said that Woodis suggested that they (MPD 

officers) leave as the situation was "not going good". 

• All three of the officers say that they went into the parking lot to get their 

cars. 

• The officers say that one of the other party then attacked Off. Woodis and 

threw him to the ground. 

• Off. Bennett and 13.43 say they then stepped in to help defend Woodis 

and a fight ensued between them and the members of the other party. 

• The fight broke up before Apple Valley police arrived. 

• When the Apple Valley officers arrived they spoke to Woodis, Bennett and 

13.43 who identified themselves as police officers. 

• The Apple Valley officers then spoke to members of the other party. 

• Apple Valley officers stopped a vehicle that had left the lot and members of 

the Spann party had said contained additional attackers. The officers found 

the vehicle to be occupied by persons not involved in the fight. 

• Apple Valley officers did not identify any other members of the MPD officers 

party as having been involved in the fight and do not describe any 

"unknown" suspects/assailants in the report. 
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• All three MPD officers say that they were then treated as suspects by the 

Apple Valley officers and were "Mirandized" and eventually tagged with the 

three offenses. 

• The Apple Valley police report states that they were dispatched to Bogarts 

bar on a report of a fight in the parking lot. 

• When they arrived the fight was over and they identified the parties that had 

been involved which included MPD officers Woodis, Bennett and 

• They also identified the second group involved in the fight. 

• The report says that one of the members of the second group said that Off. 

Woodis made threatening gestures towards him when they arrived at the 

bar. 

• He said Off. Woodis also said that "you're kind aren't welcome here" and 

other similar statements. 

• He said they decided to leave and were followed into the parking lot by the 

three MPD officers. 

• The male said that Woodis attacked him and was eventually joined by 

Bennett and 13.43 

13.43 

• One of the members of this party told Apple Valley officers that no racial 

slurs were cast by Woodis, Bennett or 13.43. Another member of the group 

said that veiled racial epithets were said. 

• The officers deny using any racially charged language or references and say 

that at least one member of the other group were calling his friends "nigger". 
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• In his interview, Rodney Spann said that Off. Woodis used the term "nigger" 

several times toward members of his group. 

• The report said that Off. Woodis was acting in an intimidating manner 

toward the Apple Valley officers. 

• Off. Horazuk says in his report that Off. Woodis "squared up" to him and 

began to argue. 

• Off. Woodis says that he was not trying to intimidate anyone but after the 

officers began treating•him as a suspect he became "visibly upset". 

• The report says that Off. Bennett and 13.43 were giving "vague" answers 

which suggested to them that they were concealing information about how 

the fight began. 

• Off. Broughten's supplement says that Woodis, Bennett and 13.43 told him 

the members of the other party had been a problem in the bar and had 

started the fight outside. 

• Video images from inside the bar and MVR images from the Apple Valley 

squads do not show any of the altercation and are not helpful is verifying the 

stories of the accused officers or members of the other party they were 

fighting with. 

• Off. Woodis and Off. Bennett pled guilty to Disorderly Conduct on 6-3-13 in 

Dakota County District Court. The Assault and Damage to Property charges 

were dropped as part of a plea agreement accepted by the court. 

• All charges against 13.43 were dropped. 
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SUMMARY 

None of the accused officers in this case deny that they were involved in a fight at 

Bogarts bar in Apple Valley on 11-19-12. They admit that as a result of the fight the 

Apple Valley Police were called to the scene and after conducting their investigation 

Off. Woodis, Off. Bennett and 13.43 were each given citations for three 

misdemeanor offenses. 

All three of the accused officers were clear that they feel the Apple Valley officers 

did not give their version of the incident proper weight while conducting the 

investigation at the scene. They feel that the officers began to treat them as suspects 

before conducting a thorough investigation. Off. Woodis in particular took 

exception to the manner the Apple Valley officers treated them. He states that he 

became "visibly upset" with the officers but denies trying to intimidate them as 

claimed in the police report. Off. Woodis indicated that he felt the officer that 

claimed he was being intimidated misinterpreted his actions and his refusal to 

cooperate with further interviews after he had been Mirandized. 

The Apple Valley police report indicates that Woodis, Bennett and 13.43 were 

spoken to by more than one officer. Information in Off. Broughten's supplement is 

consistent with the story given by the three officers in their Garrity interview about 

how the fight started. It also describes Woodis' actions when he was interviewed by 

Off. Horazuk. 
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