
MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS COMPLAINT FORM #3401 

COMPLAINT INFORMATION 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS CASE NUMBER: 

12-265 
CCN: 

Apple Valley PD 16977 . 
DATE OF INCIDENT: 

11-19-12 
TIME OF INCIDENT: 

0042 Hrs 
LOCATION OF INCIDENT: 

14917 Garret Av Apple Valley, Mn 
DATE OF COMPLAINT: 

11-19-12 
REFERRAL METHOD: 

Internal 
COMPLAINANTS NAME LAS T FIRST MIDDLE) SEX 

M❑ F❑ 

RACE: DATE OF BIRTH: 
13.43 - Personnel Data 

HOME ADDRESS: CITY / STATE / ZIP: TELEPHONE: 

INCIDENT INFORMATION 
POLICIES ALLEGED TO BE VIOLATED: 

5-102 CODE OF ETHICS (08/01/91) 
(A-D) 
All sworn and civilian members of the department shall conduct themselves in a professional and ethical manner 
at all times and not engage in any on or off-duty conduct that would tarnish or offend the ethical standards of the 
department. Employees shall abide by the City's Ethics in Government Policy, Chapter 15. (05/23/07) 

ACCUSED EMPLOYEE(S) 
NAME/BADGE: 

William Woodis 0209 Christopher Bennett 0413 13.43 - Personnel Data 

COMPLAINT ALLEGATIONS 

It is alleged that on 11-19-12 while off-duty and outside the city limits of Minneapolis, Off. Woodis, Off. Bennett 
and 13.43 became involved in an altercation in the City of Apple Valey. Apple Valley Police were called and 
after investigating all three of the above employees were cited for: 5 h̀ deg assault, 4th deg Criminal Damage to 
Property and Disorderly Conduct. 

RECOMMENDATION 
(Preliminary Cases Only) 

❑ No Basis for Complaint 
❑ Suspended Pending Further Information 
❑ Refer to Precinct with Coaching Documentation 
❑ Exceptionally Cleared 
❑ Policy Failure 
❑ Other 

COMPLAINANT SIGNATURE: 

13.43 - Personnel Data 
DATE 

44— — COMMANDER REVIEW: 
DATE 

1208054



MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Internal Affairs Unit 

Administrative Case #12-265 
Sgt. D. N. Denno 
Date: 8-23-13 

CASE BACKGROUND 

On 11-19-12 the IAU commander was notified by Off. William Woodis that he, Off. 

Christopher Bennett and 13.43 - Personnel Data had been involved in an incident in 

Apple Valley the previous night. As a result they had been cited by Apple .y 

Police officers for 5th deg. Assault, 4th deg. Damage to Property and Disorderly 

Conduct. 

CASE INVESTIGATION 

Summary of Apple Valley PD Case 12006977 

On 11-19-12 at approximately 0042 Hrs. Apple Valley Police officers were 

dispatched to Bogarts Bar 14917 Garrett Ave on a report of several persons fighting 

in the parking lot. After arriving they determined that the fight had been between 

two groups of patrons. They found that officers Woodis, Bennett and 13.43 were 
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part of one of the groups that had been fighting. Apple Valley officers interviewed 

several people including witnesses and persons involved in the altercation. A group 

of three males are listed in the police report as victims. Officers Woodis, Bennett 

and 13.43 are listed as suspects. 

The report indicates that the three men listed as victims said that they had come to 

the bar and were intimidated by Off. Woodis in particular. They claimed that he 

raised his fist at them and made statements such as "you don't belong here" and 

"your kind aren't welcome here". One of these men (Franson) said that no direct 

racial slurs were made but he felt that they were made for racial reasons. (Off. Wolf 

statement) 

Off. Wolf also says that he spoke to a man who was going to his car. The man said 

that he saw at least some of the incident that occurred outside. He said that the 

white men were the aggressors and came out of the bar "looking for a fight and 

started shit". 

Off. Bone's statement says that he was told by one of the victims that Off. Woodis 

started the fight outside by pushing members of his group as they were trying to go 

to their cars to leave. He said that members of the group began to call his friend a 

"fat fucking nigger" and they began punching him. 
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() 
Off. Broughten's report says that he interviewed Off. Woodis who told him that the 

group of black males had come into the bar and started to cause problems by 

pushing people. He also said that the black males had approached him and wanted 

to shake his hand for no reason. Woodis said that he and his group then tried to 

leave and were eventually assaulted outside by the group of black males. 

Off. Broughten says in his report that during the interview with Off. Woodis he 

became verbally aggressive with Apple Valley Off. Horazuk. In his statement Off. 

Horazuk says that Off. Woodis came up to him and "squared off to me" and began 

arguing. Off. Horazuk states that he felt Off. Woodis was intoxicated and because of 

his behavior he was placed in a squad car where Off. Horazuk later tried to conduct 

a "Miranda" interview. Off Woodis choose to not give a Miranda statement. 

After talking to all parties involved in the fight the Apple Valley officers tagged 

Woodis, 13.43 and Bennett with Sth deg. Assault, 4th deg. Damage to Property and 

Disorderly Conduct. 

Summary of 13.43 - Personnel Data interview 

13.43 said in his interview that he and several other MPD officers had gone to 

Bogart's bar in Apple Valley to celebrate Off. Bennett's birthday. After some time a 

group of males came into the bar. One of them walked up to Off. Woodis and held 

his hand out. 13.43 said that Off. Woodis looked "confused" by this gesture. The 

other group of males then went outside to a patio area and Off. Woodis eventually 
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followed. 13.43 along with other members of their party followed. He said that 

Off. Woodis had said "let's get out of here". 

He said they were followed into the parking lot by the other group. One member of 

the other group attacked Off. Woodis and threw him to the ground. He said that the 

group then went towards Off. Woodis as though they were.going to assault him. He 

and Off. Bennett then intervened to protect Off. Woodis and the other men started 

throwing punches. He said that he and Off. Bennett defended themselves by 

fighting back. 

13.43 said that other members of their group eventually came outside but only 

after the fighting had stopped. 

13.43 said that the only racial slurs he heard were from a member of the other 

group calling for his friends to help him. He said that he was calling his friends 

"niggers" saying things like "niggers get over here", "niggers come help me". 

The Apple Valley Police eventually arrived. 13.43 said that he identified himself 

as a.police officer. He said that he did not identify himself as an officer in order to 

gain special treatment or influence the Apple Valley officers. 

13.43 said that while the fight began between the two parties primarily between 

Off. Woodis and one of the other men, Off. Woodis was not the instigator of the fight 

4 

1208058



and he and Off. Bennett were only protecting themselves and Off. Woodis after the 

other group attacked them. 

Summary of Off. William Woodis interview 

Off. Woodis stated that he and several other MPD employees were at Bogarts bar to 

celebrate Off. Bennett's birthday. He said that he was at the bar when a black male 

came up to him and wanted to shake his hand. He told the male that he wasn't going 

to do that and to leave him alone. The male was with several other black males. The 

males then went outside to a patio area. Off. Woodis said that he looked outside 

through the glass door and the male who wanted to shake his hand was gesturing to 

him as though he were shooting him with his finger. 

Off. Woodis said that he then went outside and asked him "what is the problem"? He 

said the male then stood up, pushed a chair and said "let's take this to the street." 

Off. Woodis assumed that the male was trying to get him to fight. Off. Woodis said 

that he decided to leave to avoid trouble. At some point he noticed that 13.43 

and Off. Bennett were behind him. He said that he went into the parking lot with the 

intent to leave. He was then jumped and thrown to the ground by the male who had 

challenged him. He said that he saw two other members of the party approaching 

him and it appeared they were going to assault him. 

Off. Woodis said that 13.43 and Off. Bennett then came to his aid and a fight 

ensued between both parties. 
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The Apple Valley police arrived and Off. Woodis said he explained to them what had 

happened. He said the officers then went and talked to the members of the other 

party. When the officers came back he said they began to treat him and 13.43 

and Off. Bennett like they were suspects. He said that he became upset by the way 

they were being treated by the officers describing himself as being "visibly upset". 

Off. Woodis said that he did not give the Apple Valley officers any further 

statements. He said that he "invoked his rights" after being read the Miranda 

advisory by Apple Valley officer Horazuk . When asked if he had tried to intimidate 

any of the Apple Valley officers he said that he did not. He admitted to being very 

upset by the way they were treating him. 

Off. Woodis said that he had identified himself as a police officer at the time the 

Apple Valley officers began speaking to him. 

Summary of Off. William Woodis second interview 

Off. Woodis said that, as part of a plea agreement, he pled guilty to Disorderly 

Conduct and the charges of Assault and Damage to Property were dropped. Off. 

Woodis said that he was guilty of violating the Disorderly Conduct statute on 11-19-

12 by engaging in a fight in Apple Valley. 
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