
Case Statements 

Statement of: Officer Sarah Frisk 

Officer Sarah Frisk stated that on September 28, 2010 at approximately 2242 hours, she 
was the passenger officer of Marked Squad 112 (assignment 160). Officer Frisk and her 
partner, Officer Sundiata Bronson were traveling north on 3"I Ave. S from 11th St. S. 
responding to a PERGUN call. 

Officer Frisk stated that she and Officer Bronson were responding to the PERGUN call as 
the assisting squad. Officer Frisk stated that the primary squad was a two-man squad. 

Officer Frisk stated that it is her belief that the speed• limit on 3"I Ave. S. is 30 MPH. 
Officer Frisk considered the speed in which the squad was traveling to be safe and 
reasonable at the time. 

Officer Frisk stated that while traveling on 3rd Ave. S. she focused her attention on the 
roadway. Officer Frisk observed other vehicles on the road at the intersection of 3"I Ave. 
S. / 10th St. S. The vehicles that she observed were traveling east on 10th St. S. 

Officer Frisk stated that she observed the semaphore for 3rd Ave. S. traffic at 10th St. S. 
displaying a red light. There were no obstructions blocking the view of the semaphore. 
Officer Frisk stated that she told Officer Bronson that the light was red and told Officer 
Bronson to stop. Officer Frisk stated that she could feel the squad breaking after she told 
Officer Bronson to stop, but could not remember where exactly the breaking started. 

At the time prior to entering the intersection at 10th St. S. from 3rd Ave. S. against a red 
light, Officer Frisk stated that she had feared for her personal safety. Officer Frisk stated 
that she remembered screaming and then froze up. 

Statement of: Officer Sundiata Bronson 

This case, absent any compelled statements (Garrity) made by Officer Sundiata, was 
forwarded to the St. Paul City Attorney's Office for consideration of charges by Sergeant 
Mark Montgomery. For this reason, IAU Investigator, Sergeant Gary Nelson, was tasked 
with interviewing Officer Sundiata to eliminate any conflict with Garrity. 

On Friday, March 11, 2011, Officer Bronson gave me, Sergeant Gary Nelson, Internal 
Affairs Unit Investigator, a compelled statement in the Minneapolis Police Internal 
Affairs Unit Office. Bronson' was represented by LT Bruce Jensen of the Police Officers 
Federation of Minneapolis (POFM). I gave Officer Bronson an opportunity to review the 
surveillance video, which captured the accident in its entirety, prior to conducting the 
interview. 
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Officer Bronson stated that he remembered the accident which occurred on September 
28, 2010. Officer Bronson stated that that night he was assigned SQD 160 with his 
partner Officer Frisk. Officer Bronson stated that he was driving the squad at the time of 
the accident and that Officer Frisk was seated in the passenger seat. 

Officer Bronson stated that he heard a call over the radio of a person with a gun in the 
Cedar/ Riverside neighborhood which was dispatched to another squad. Officer Bronson 
stated that he and his partner responded and began heading towards the area of the call. 
When I asked Officer Bronson to summarize what happened he stated the following 
answers to my questions: 

Q. Okay can you just summarize what happened? 
A. Uh, we, there was a call over the air of a person with a gun over, um, uh, off 
of Cedar, uh, so my partner, there was other squads at, this call was assigned to 
another squad and there was other squads responding so Officer Frisk and myself 
we decided to just start that way. Urn, I was, uh, um, I was listening on the call 
and it was in the area where I was familiar with, a route being taken to leave that 
area so that's, I was heading towards that route. 

Q. Okay and what happened? 
A. Um, as I was proceeding down 3rd Ave., or, urn, yeah as I was proceeding 
down 3rd Avenue, urn, I was looking ahead. I was listening to the call trying to 
read the monitor, trying to read the MDC and, um, about mid-block I just 
remember looking ahead seeing a green light. I heard something over the air, 
briefly looked away. The next thing I know I remember Frisk saying something 
and I was in the intersection and I remember hitting the brakes and this is when 
the collision occurred. 

Officer Bronson stated that he believed that the speed limit on 3rd Avenue was about 30 
M.P.H. When asked how fast he estimated he was travelling, he stated that he did not 
know how fast he was going. Officer Bronson stated that at the time of the accident he 
believed the light was green as he approached the 10th Street. However, he acknowledges 
that the light was, in fact, red after viewing the video. I asked Officer Bronson if he 
believed the way he was operating the vehicle was reasonable or safe for the call he was 
responding to and Officer Bronson gave the following answers to my questions: 

Q. Okay. Urn, do you believe that, uh, that your speed was reasonable for the, 
for, uh, for the call you were going to? 

Lt. Jensen: Now its, now we 're to the point of an opinion so with that in mind it's 
only gonna pin you in. It's not even an estimate it's an opinion. 

Q. Yeah it is an opinion. Do you believe that the way you were operating the 
vehicle was reasonable as far as operating it in a safe manner? 
A. Oh, I'm truly not sure I mean I wasn't, I didn't pay attention to the speed, I 
don't know how fast I was going, um, I, I don't know, I. 

1228005


