
Lt. Jensen: Could we talk for a second. 

Sgt. Nelson: Sure. (Can hear door open/shut). 

Sgt. Nelson: Alright they are back in the room. 

Officer Bronson: I wanted to clarify,  urn, after watching the video, urn, I realized 
the light was red, um, I did drive through after, uh, recently drove through that 
intersection of what I (inaudible), I looked ahead at the next light and that's what 
I was doing, I think, I believe I was doing when I proceeded through the 
intersection. Urn, as far as I, at the time I think it was reasonable speed, um. 

Officer Bronson stated that he did not activate the switch for his emergency equipment. 
In fact, Officer Bronson stated that it was never his intent to activate that switch. I asked 
Officer Bronson if he considered himself to be responding to an emergency and he gave 
the following answer to my question: 

Q. Okay did you consider yourself responding to an emergency? 
A. I considered myself responding to this, in my belief's it was, I was going as a 
backup squad. I wasn't going as an initial emergency. It wasn't an emergency, 
no one was there, they had no idea of an emergency going on. They didn't see it 
go on. I was just responding to the area so, no, I was not going to an emergency 
situation 

Officer Bronson stated that he did not visually scan the intersection for vehicles or 
pedestrians and stated that he only realized that the accident was imminent when his 
partner, Officer Frisk, had said something to him just before the accident. After the 
impact from the accident Officer Bronson stated that he checked to see if his partner was 
ok and then waited for first responders to arrive to the accident scene. Officer Bronson 
stated that both he and his partner, Officer Frisk, were injured in the accident. 

I asked Officer Bronson if he had ever received emergency driving training in his career 
as a police officer and he stated that he had received such training while attending the 
Minneapolis Police Academy. 
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SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION 

Allegation #1 

It is alleged that on September 28, 2010 at approximately 2242 hours, Officer Sundiata 
Bronson was driving MPD Marked Squad 112 and was responding to a PERGUN call as 
an assisting squad to primary squad 121. MPD Marked Squad 112 was traveling without 
its emergency equipment activated, at speeds greater than the speed limit and did not stop 
for a red light at the intersection located at 3rd Ave. S. / 10th St. S., causing an injury 
accident. 

If this allegation were true, it would violate the following: 

7-403 VEHICLES - EMERGENCY RESPONSE (10/12/01) 

Only police vehicles with lights and sirens are authorized for emergency response. All 
MPD officers shall use red lights and sirens in a continuous manner for any emergency 
driving. Officers responding to a Code 3 emergency shall exercise caution and due 
consideration for the safety of the public. Although Minn. Stat. §169.03 and 169.17 
exempts officers from traffic statutes, the use of the red lights and siren does not exempt 
officers from the need for caution nor does it exempt them from criminal or civil liability. 
Officers driving low profile, unmarked, motorcycles, or other MPD vehicles should be 
particularly aware of the less visible nature of the emergency equipment in/on the vehicle 
and should use extra caution. (12/14/07) 
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