
getting involved in this big fight over here, uhh, I struck him once with my right fist, 
right in the face, one time". 

Sgt. Clifford stated that he "punched him once- boom. I saw him fall backwards. I 
stepped off, I stepped backwards to get some of that distance, and the whole bar just 
went nuts, right at the whole patio. And...and my thoughts at the time are 
uh....'Well, Dave, you know, before the Sheriff's get here, uhh, you're gonna get your 
butt kicked by older brother,' because it was gonna be a few minutes, in my mind, 
before the Sheriff's Deputies would have arrived, and knowing both of these guys 
and the fact that they were fighting there before we actually got there, 1 thought I 
was, uhh, at a very high risk of getting my butt kicked". 

Sgt. Clifford stated that he didn't want to fight on the patio and wanted to "get out of 
there and haul ass". He indicated that he did not want Mike Vanderlee to find him 
and he decided to run northbound. When asked if he decided to leave 13.43 and 
friends standing there, Sgt. Clifford indicated that it was "because, you know, I...1 hit 
his brother". Sgt. Clifford considered that once Mike Vanderlee came out (from 
inside Tanner's) and put two and two together, he would be the one that was "gonna 
get the beating" and it was that sense of exigency that was going through his mind. 

Sgt. Clifford indicated that he ran because he did not want to "fight there anymore", 
that the patio was packed, and he didn't want to be running around, twisting, and 
maybe getting other people hurt, as well as himself. Sgt. Clifford ran out of Tanner's, 
crossed Bunker Lake (Boulevard), went into the woods behind Pov's, and that his 
intent was to come up on the backside of Jay (Street). Once Sgt. Clifford crossed Jay 
Street on foot he was tired and went into the (Thurston DeShaw) funeral home 
parking lot. 

Sgt. Clifford then described that once he reached the funeral home parking lot, he 
heard the squealing of tires and a little gray car approached him. Within a matter of 
seconds, Mike Vanderlee and another male (Michael Archambault) got out of the 
vehicle and Sgt. Clifford felt he was "gonna take a beating on that one". Sgt. Clifford 
stated that he attempted to deflect "some of the stuff and de-escalate a little bit by 
kinda verbalizing, and I had to keep walking backwards towards Jay, because my 
thoughts were that, 'Well, we got squad cars coming in. Hopefully they can save me 
from taking a beating". Sgt. Clifford stated that Mike Vanderlee was screaming "You 
knocked out my brother!". Mike Vanderlee reportedly kept trying to close the 
distance on Sgt. Clifford, who kept backpedaling towards Jay Street. Sgt. Clifford 
stated that he tripped over a rock median and then got back up on his feet. Sgt. 
Clifford heard a horn honking behind him at some point and it was 13.43 in 
Trailblazer. 

13.43 

Sgt. Clifford stated that his thoughts were "Well, if I get into the truck I don't have to 
get beaten". He stated he turned to run to the vehicle and that Mike Vanderlee 
tackled him, pushed him, and banged him against the truck, starting to "beat the shit 
out of me". He continued by stating that he was kicked or punched in the ribs and 

12 

1228244



that as he was being hit he was "kinda like uh, blacking out" and he was concerned 
he would go unconscious. Sgt. Clifford grabbed onto Mike Vanderlee's left shin as 
tight as he could and waited to see what happened. 13.43 - Personnel Data  had gotten 
out of the truck, came around, and tried to stop Mike from beating on Sgt. Clifford. 
Sgt. Clifford recalled that a second male came up and that he (Sgt. Clifford) managed 
to get away with 13.43 behind the wheel. 

When asked if he had a cell phone with him, Sgt. Clifford did state, "Yes, I did". He 
confirmed that he did not try to call 911 ("Not at that point, no"). He stated that he 
had it in his hand at the time. Sgt. Clifford stated that he was pretty banged up, but 
that they did not go to a hospital. He indicated that he went home. He also 
acknowledged that he was there when the police arrived and did not answer the 
door. He stated that he did not answer the door because: 

"I was hurting and uhh, my thoughts were, at the time, uhh, you know, thinking 
about it, was, uhh, 'I really needed to have some legal counsel to kinda talk me 
through this stuff.' Honestly, I've never been arrested, never been in trouble for 
stuff- I don't know what to do. And you know what- looking back in retrospect, 
there's probably lots of things I could have done better." 

In regards to the assault, Sgt. Clifford stated that "I really felt in fear for my safety, I 
really thought I was gonna get jacked pretty hard. He's a big boy (Brian) and I 
didn't, at that time, feel I had any real recourse and to just at least stun him with a 
...a blow and then gain distance and get on out of there". 

Detective Strusinski pointed out that Sgt. Clifford's account was "somewhat 
inconsistent with the video". He pointed out to Sgt. Clifford that Brian was hit "as he 
was standing up" and that his hands were still on the chair. Sgt. Clifford responded 
with: 

"You know, at that point, you know. I was probably tunnel visioned in, you know, 
thinking about that, and just his....his whole body language and what I saw there. 
Uhh....You know, it might be inconsistent with him standing up or whatever, but in 
my mind he was coming at me, and he was coming at me at a distance where I 
thought I was gonna get punched". 

Detective Strusinski questioned Sgt. Clifford about whether he had talked to the wait 
staff about doing anything, since Sgt. Clifford had stated earlier in the interview that 
the wait staff wouldn't do anything. Sgt. Clifford stated that he did not. 

The interview lasted approximately 20 minutes. 

Sgt. Clifford did mention that his ribs were bruised and that he had not been seen by 
a doctor. He allowed Anoka County Sheriff's Office personnel to photograph the 
area he considered bruised. 
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While in the custody of Anoka County Sheriff's Office, Sgt. Clifford was taken to 
Mercy Hospital on June 17th, 2012, due to injuries he believed to have been 
sustained the night before. 13.384 - Medical Data 

13.384 - Medical Data 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

On June 17th, 2012, Detective Strusinski conducted a videotaped interview with 
at the Anoka County Sheriff's Office. The sheriff's office provided the 

videotaped interview of 13.43 along with a transcript of the audio interview 
to this investigator. Minneapolis Police Department PST Terri Rosas completed an 
additional transcript of the interview, which included information that was deemed 
unintelligible, inaudible, or unknown, by Anoka County Sheriff's Department 
support staff. Both copies are located in this case report. 

13.43 

13.43 stated that she and Kim Coleman got to Tanner's at six o'clock or shortly 
after and they sat outside. The table to the north of them had two men and a woman 
seated at it. 13.43 considered the men to be "very large, muscular men" and 
they were "extremely loud", and that "you could tell they were having a great time". 

stated that "all of a sudden the two guys, umm, everyone had thought 
that they were actually physically fighting because they quickly stood up and then 
they were hitting each other. And then the bigger brother kind of played it down to 
make it look, you know, to....to calm the other brother down, 'cause that was the one 
that was the most intoxicated". Based on the descriptions provided by 
she is referencing Michael Vanderlee (as the bigger brother) and Brian Vanderlee 
(as the other brother). This occurred approximately twenty minutes after 13.43 and 
Kim arrived at Tanner's. 13.43 further described Brian as being "uncontrollably 
loud and belligerent. She stated that Brian was making phone calls and using 
language that was "unbelievable" and "continuous". This language included the 
words "fucking lesbian whores" and "cunts". 

13.43 

13.43 

Once Sgt. Clifford and Paul Coleman arrived, Kim stated that she told Sgt. Clifford, 
"You know what, I don't know if we'll end up staying here, these guys were, you 
know, physically fighting and the other brother played it down and tried to make it 
look like they really were not, but there was. And he's really drunk and he's just 
being an ass and it's kind of uncomfortable". When asked why they did not move to 
another table, 13.43 stated that she thought Tanner's was going to "cut" Brian off 
and they (Brian's table) would leave. She also stated that they "had a great table". 
She indicated that she and Kim had "raced to...I mean, you know, you don't get that 
many nice days outside and there...it's a small patio, so I kinda wanted to keep my 
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table because otherwise we would have had to come in". Detective Strusinski 
pointed out to 13.43 that there were other tables available, and 13.43 responded by 
telling him "not like the...with the umbrella and...you know, so". 13.43 did continue 
by telling Detective Strusinski that there was another very large crowd on the other 
side (of the patio) and there was a smaller table they could have taken. 13.43 also 
mentioned that she thought that the table with Brian had been there quite a long 
time and thought that they were at the point that they should go. 

According to 13.43 , after "it started again", Sgt. Clifford leaned over and politely 
asked the group to "chill out" with the language and the yelling, that his group was 
just trying to relax. 13.43 stated that the bigger brother (Michael Vanderlee) was 
very decent and told his brother to calm down and keep it down. 

13.43 stated that she did not know where Michael went, but Brian started to get 
"louder and louder on the phone and more disgusting words were said and his wife 
was sitting there". Sgt. Clifford got up and walked to them and leaned in, so as not to 
make a scene. Sgt. Clifford then told Brian "Hey, come on guys, you know, really 
what can we do to...to bring this down? It's getting obnoxious". 13.43 stated that 
she thought Sgt. Clifford was "trying to bring peace with the entire patio because it 
was so uncomfortable, I mean, you could see people zoning in and... and umm, part 
of Sgt. Clifford's nature, you know, it's just for a job, and ....". 

According to 13.43 once Sgt. Clifford approached Brian and Kourtney's table and 
requested that it be kept down, Brian responded with "Why don't you fuck off?". 

described Brian as getting off the phone and immediately standing up. 
stated that she could tell from Sgt. Clifford's reaction, that in his brain it was 

like Brian was already programmed to fight. Brian was a "big guy" and it was 
unknown where the other brother was, so in order to protect himself, Sgt. Clifford 
swung and punched Brian. She stated she didn't know what Sgt. Clifford thought, 
but he took off running. 

13.43 

13.43 

13.43 stated that Sgt. Clifford then took off running. She thought he was going to 
run to 13.43 car, but he continued on. She then returned to the table, grabbed her 
stuff, and attempted to leave. At this point, Kourtney Vanderlee pulled on 13.43 's 

sweater and indicated that she did not want 13.43 to leave. 13.43 told Kourtney to 
leave her alone, "probably swore at her", and in panic, 13.43 took off in her car. 

13.43 went around onto Jay Street by a funeral home and she saw Sgt. Clifford there 
with Mike Vanderlee and another male. 13.43 started honking and Sgt. Clifford 
started running to the car. 13.43 stated that Mike "attacked" Sgt. Clifford from 
behind and that he pushed "Sgt. Clifford into the truck and then proceeded to kick 
the living crap out of him". 13.43 got out and started to kick at Mike and the smaller 
guy (Michael Archambault) pushed at her. 13.43 pushed him back and recalled that 
she did not know what was said, but everyone let go and they got into her vehicle 
and left. 
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