
transcript, Detective Rokeh provided this investigator with a copy of the audio. 
Minneapolis Police Department PST Terri Rosas completed an additional transcript 
of the interview, which included information that was previously deemed inaudible 
by Anoka County Sheriff's Department support staff. Both copies are located in this 
case report. 

According to the transcript provided by PST Terri Rosas, Ms. Vanderlee stated that 
she, Mike, and Brian had been sitting on the patio talking on the evening of June 16th, 
2012. Ms. Vanderlee stated that a table next to them that had two men and two 
women had made a comment like "Hey, can you guys keep it down?". She stated 
that they laughed it off and continued talking. She stated that they weren't being 
obnoxious or loud. Mike got up to use the restroom and Brian and she were just 
sitting there talking when a "gentleman" came up to them. She stated that this 
individual said something to Brian and that Brian went to stand up. The last thing 
she remembered was Brian saying "Whoa". She described the male that came up to 
their table as coming "out of nowhere". Ms. Vanderlee stated that after Brian was hit 
and his head hit the ground, she looked at Brian and then the male ran away. She 
stated that this male ran towards Bunker Lake. She described going up to what 
would have been 13.43 and telling her "You're not leaving. He fell on the 
ground". 13.43 reportedly responded with "Oh, get out of my way. You, you 
better...". Ms. Vanderlee felt that she was verbally assaulted by 13.43 and then 
she returned to Brian. Ms. Vanderlee stated that Sgt. Clifford did say something to 
Brian, but she did not know exactly what it was. According to Ms. Vanderlee, "The 
guy said something to Brian and Brian was about to stand up. Before Brian could 
even stand up, the guy just, you know (inaudible)". Ms. Vanderlee stated that Brian 
was struck in the face. She considered that the hit had to have been pretty hard 
because "Brian's not, you know, a small guy, and it totally threw him out of his chair 
and onto (inaudible). Ms. Vanderlee stated that she didn't get a good look at Sgt. 
Clifford because they didn't really have any communication and that "he said stuff 
and we just kind of turned and continued talking, and he was obviously agitated 
(inaudible)". Ms. Vanderlee stated that she had never seen Sgt. Clifford before, nor 
has Brian. 

On October 1st, 2012, this investigator made contact with Ms. Kourtney Vanderlee 
via telephone. This investigator advised Ms. Vanderlee about the Administrative 
case involving Sgt. Clifford and asked if she would be willing to provide a statement 
for this investigation. Ms. Vanderlee indicated that she has already provided a 
statement to Anoka County (Sheriff's Office) and that she doesn't "really have 
anything further to add at this point". This investigator mentioned that the original 
statement received from Anoka County was "inaudible" and again requested a 
statement. Ms. Vanderlee again declined the opportunity to provide a statement for 
this investigation. 
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Mr. Michael Vanderlee- Brother of Brian Vanderlee 

Detective Strusinski of the Anoka County Sheriffs Office conducted an interview 
with Michael Scott Vanderlee, brother of the victim Brian Vanderlee, on June 16th, 
2012. The interview commenced at 2245 hours and concluded at 2254 hours. It 
was not noted where the interview was completed. This investigator was provided 
a transcript of the interview, but was not given an audio recording of the interview. 

According to Mr. Michael ("Mike") Vanderlee, he was at Tanners Station with his 
brother, Brian, and Kourtney Blanchard Vanderlee. At one point, the group had 
played Bingo with other family members inside of Tanner's. Upon moving out to 
the patio at approximately five or six o'clock, the other family members left, leaving 
the three of them at Tanners Station. Mr. Vanderlee stated that at one point, there 
were two "girls" sitting at a table and a half hour later two "guys" joined them. Mr. 
Vanderlee stated that he and his brother were talking and laughed loudly, and a 
"bald guy" looked over and asked if they could keep it down over there. Mr. 
Vanderlee stated that he told his brother to quiet down. Mr. Vanderlee indicated 
that five to ten minutes later he got up to go to the bathroom and when he returned, 
he saw his brother lying on the "floor". Mr. Vanderlee stated "I saw Kourtney crying 
lying on the patio, Kourtney crying and just chaos....chaos everywhere". 

Mr. Vanderlee stated that another friend who was meeting him and Brian at the 
patio was walking up on the sidewalk and Kourtney told them that someone had 
just attacked Brian. This friend, Mike Archambault, mentioned that a guy was 
running across the (Tanner's) parking lot and they could see him running across 
Pov's parking lot. Mr. Vanderlee started that he and Mike Archambault got in Mike's 
car and saw Sgt. Clifford running out to the woods. Mr. Vanderlee described that he 
initially asked Sgt. Clifford "hey, what are you doing? You just attacked my brother". 
After telling Sgt. Clifford that the police had been called, Mr. Vanderlee stated that 
"he just kind of stood around and I'm like, okay, and I wasn't gonna attack him. I 
don't wanna get in trouble". 

As Mike Vanderlee, Mike Archambault, and Sgt. Clifford stood in the (funeral home) 
parking lot, Mr. Vanderlee stated that all of a sudden they saw another car pull up. 
Sgt. Clifford then ran towards the vehicle and Mr. Vanderlee pursued him. 
According to Mr. Vanderlee, Sgt. Clifford started swinging at him and that he (Mike 
Vanderlee) "kind of pulled him down and held him down". As he was holding him 
down, Mr. Vanderlee was communicating to Mike Archambault about calling the 
police. Mr. Vanderlee stated that as Sgt. Clifford was grabbing his legs, his mindset 
was that his brother was fine and that he didn't need to do that (engage Sgt. Clifford 
physically). 
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Mr. Vanderlee described Sgt. Clifford on the date of the incident as being 5'9"-5'10", 
bald head, in his forties (maybe late thirties). Mr. Vanderlee stated that the only 
thing he recalled Sgt. Clifford saying to him at this point was "who are you?" in the 
funeral home parking lot. Prior to the assault, the he only thing he recalled Sgt. 
Clifford saying was "Can you keep it down over there" to Brian as the three of them 
sat at the patio table. 

• This investigator contacted Mr. Mike Vanderlee about conducting a follow-up 
interview on September 5th, 2012 at 1351 hours. During this contact, Mr. 
Vanderlee indicated that he would possibly be available during the 
remainder of the week for an interview, and would contact this investigator if 
the opportunity arose to meet. 

• On September 10th, 2012, a voice mail message was left for Mr. Vanderlee 
(7.63-286-1599) at 1329 hours requesting a return. 

• On September 11th, 2012, Mr. Vanderlee was contacted via telephone, at 
which time he informed this investigator that he wanted to consult with an 
attorney prior to providing a statement for this investigation. This 
investigator also requested contact information for Kourtney Vanderlee, due 
to this investigator's inability to locate a current phone number for her. Mr. 
Vanderlee stated he would pass this investigator's phone number on to Ms. 
Vanderlee. Mr. Vanderlee stated that he would contact this investigator on 
September 12th, 2012, with a decision about providing a statement. 

• On September 13th, 2012, a voice mail message was left for Mr. Vanderlee 
(763-286-1599) requesting a return call. Mr. Vanderlee's voice mail 
referenced his association with Coldwell Banker Burnet (his employer). 

On September 18th, 2012, Mr. Vanderlee was contacted by this investigator at 763-
286-1599, at which time he declined the opportunity to provide a statement for this 
investigation. Mr. Vanderlee stated that he was not comfortable talking about the 
incident until the whole case was completed (referring to the criminal case against 
Sgt. Clifford). Mr. Vanderlee also stated that everything he told Anoka County 
investigators was exactly what happened, and that he was not there for the actual 
incident. Mr. Vanderlee continued by stating he did not want to say anything to 
"screw up the case" and was "going to stay out of it". Lastly, he stated he wanted to 
"distance himself from the whole thing". Mr. Vanderlee stated that he has not 
reviewed his statement with the Anoka County investigators, which was conducted 
on June 16th, 2012. 
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Mr. Michael Donnelly- Manager at Tanners Station 

Detective Strusinski of the Anoka County Sheriffs Office conducted an interview 
with Michael David Donnelly, manager at Tanners Station on the night of the assault, 
on June 16th, 2012 at 2315 hours. A follow-up interview was completed on June 
17th, 2012, by Detective Strusinski at 1910 hours, also at Tanners Station. This 
investigator was provided a transcript of the interview, but was not given an audio 
recording of the interview. 

According to the original statement provided by Mr. Donnelly, he knew both Brian 
and Kourtney Vanderlee prior to June 16th, 2012. Mr. Donnelly recalled that the first 
time he went out (on the patio), Brian was on the phone. He described Brian as 
being "a little loud on the phone". Mr. Donnelly indicated that Brian and his party 
had been there at least two hours and stated that Brian was "obviously drunk", but 
they had a ride coming and "we knew they were going to be taken care of so....". 

Mr. Donnelly recalled that he did see Sgt. Clifford get up and tap Brian on the 
shoulder and "I knew it was like oh, no, this is going to be bad or something and so I 
dropped the stuff in the garbage and I started headin' over there. By the time Brian 
got up, it was basically over anyway, so it was...it ....it happened so quick that....and 
from my...l mean, I saw basically from here anyways". Mr. Donnelly stated that as 
Sgt. Clifford was trying to leave, he told him "You are staying here, you're staying 
here". Mr. Donnelly described putting his hands out and that Sgt. Clifford looked at 
him and then went right past him. Mr. Donnelly chased Sgt. Clifford and stated that 
he continued to say "What are you doin'?", "You're goin' to a car. I'm just doing 
going to get the license plate. I'm followin' you right now. What are you doin'?" 
According to Mr. Donnelly, Sgt. Clifford did not say anything and just kept running. 
Mr. Donnelly returned to the patio to make sure that 911 was called. He indicated 
that he did not see the others from Sgt. Clifford's table and that a credit card had 
been used to pay for their tab, and thought that they just "took off' afterwards. 

A second interview was conducted with Mr. Michael Donnelly on June 17th, 2012 at 
Tanners Station by Detective Strusinski. During the course of the interview, Mr. 
Donnelly stated that he never heard Brian, David, or Michael use language that 
included the terms "cunt" and "whore", but did hear the word "fuck". Mr. Donnelly 
indicated that he did not hear anything more than any other night coming out of 
people. Mr. Donnelly never heard any comments about "being interested in 
children" and stated he thought Brian was on the phone with a buddy that he was 
trying to get to Tanners. 
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