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INTERNAL AFFAIRS CASE NUMBER: 

12-97 
CCN: 

12-130658 (A.C.S.O.) 
DATE OF INCIDENT: 

6-16-2012 
TIME OF INCIDENT: 

1920 hours 
LOCATION OF INCIDENT.

Tanner's Station, 13655 Martin St. NW, Andover, 
MN 

DATE OF COMPLAINT 

6-17-2012 
REFERRAL METHOD, 

Internal 

COMPLAINANTS NAME (LAST, FIRST MIDDLE) 

Internal 
SEX 

M❑ F❑ 

RACE: DATE OF BIRTH: 

HOME ADDRESS: CITY / STATE / ZIP: TELEPHONE: 

POLICY INFORMATION 

POLICIES ALLEGED TO BE VIOLATED.

5-102 Code of Ethics (08/01/91) 

ACCUSED EMPLOYEE(S) 

NAME/BADGE: 

Sgt. David Clifford, # 1170 

COMPLAINT ALLEGATIONS 

Sgt. David Clifford, It is alleged that on June 16th, 2012, at approximately 1920 hours, Off-Duty Officer, 
RIC.- . .... ...... -- ....... ......... - .- 

was 
III 1V111111UbOld. It is alleged 1.11d1. !VII. Clifford struck another 

individual in the face, causing a brain injury. Mr. Clifford has been charged in Anoka County Tenth Judicial 
Court with: 

1.) Count 1: Assault in the First Degree 
2.) Count 2: Assault in the Third Degree 

RECOMMENDATION 
(Preliminary Cases Only) 

O Reckoning Period Expired Before Complaint was Filed 
O No Basis for Complaint 
O Closed Pending Further Information 
❑ Refer to Precinct with Coaching Documentation 
❑ Exceptionally Cleared 
O Policy Failure 
E] Other 

C 

13.43 - Personnel Data 
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MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Internal Affairs Unit 

Administrative Case #12-97 
Sgt. Kara Peterson 
October 12th, 2012 

CASE BACKGROUND 

On June 17th, 2012 at 0030 hours, Lt. Henry Halvorson, Minneapolis Police 
Department 13.43 Watch Commander, was contacted by Chief Deputy Tom Wells of 
the Anoka County Sheriff's Office and advised of an incident that had occurred in 
their county, which had possibly involved off duty Minneapolis Police Officer, Sgt. 
Dave Clifford. Lt. Halvorson was informed that Sgt. Clifford was a suspect in an 
assault in Andover, Minnesota, and that he had left the scene of the incident. 
Deputies had attempted to make contact with him at his residence two separate 
times, but were unsuccessful. Lt. Halvorson was advised that an ATL for Sgt. Clifford 
would be broadcast in CJIS for 1st Degree Assault. Lt. Halvorson documented the 
incident details and contacted Lt. Glampe, Commander of the Internal Affairs Unit. 

A memorandum was completed by Lt. Rob Skoro, Commander of the Special 
Operations Division, regarding his contact with Sgt. Clifford on June 17th, 2012. 
According to the memo, Lt. Skoro received a voice mail from Sgt. Clifford at 
approximately 0730 hours on June 17th, 2012, referencing some problems and 
requesting an immediate callback. 

Lt. Skoro called Sgt. Clifford back within a "minute" and was provided information 
by Sgt. Clifford about an altercation he had been involved in the night before at a 
bar. According to the memo, Sgt. Clifford explained that a male had made some 
offensive verbal statements in his presence and that Sgt. Clifford had told him to be 
quiet (words to that effect). 

Sgt. Clifford told Lt. Skoro that the male appeared to be getting ready to punch him 
so in an effort to protect himself, punched this male first. The male was punched 
one time in the face and fell backward. Sgt. Clifford realized that the male's friends 
caught up with him as he tried to leave and beat him and he believed he suffered rib 
fractures (per Lt. Skoro's memorandum). 
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Sgt. Clifford relayed that he was able to leave and that he went home. He believed 
that the Anoka County Sheriffs Department had come to his residence and knocked 
on the door and that he thought there was an alert out for him. Sgt. Clifford wanted 
to consult with an attorney before dealing with the sheriffs department. Lt. Skoro 
indicated that he provided Sgt. Clifford with some information about proceeding 
with the situation, and that he, Lt. Skoro, attempted to make contact with Lt. Glampe. 
Sgt. Zierden of the Internal Affairs Unit was then contacted and notified of the 
incident. Captain Weddel was notified of the incident by Lt. Skoro and Deputy Chief 
Arneson was also reportedly advised. 

CASE INVESTIGATION 

On June 17th, 2012, Detective Strusinski of the Anoka County Sheriffs Office, met Sgt. 
Dave Clifford at the Sheriffs Office, where Sgt. Clifford had agreed to turn himself in. 
Sgt. Clifford agreed to provide a statement regarding the incident from the night 
before. Details of this interview are documented in the Case Statement section of 
this report. Sgt. Clifford was advised prior to the interview that he would be taken 
into custody after the interview. He was subsequently booked at the Anoka County 
Jail for 1st Degree Assault (Minnesota Statues 609.221, Subd. 1: 609.101) and 3rd 
Degree Assault (Minnesota Statues 609.223, Subd. 1; 609.101). 

On June 18th, 2012, Sgt. Chiodo and this investigator made contact with Sgt. Clifford 
at the Anoka County Jail and officially notified Sgt. Clifford that the City of 
Minneapolis was placing him on paid administrative leave. 

Criminal Complaint 

On June 18th, 2012, Detective Jeff Rokeh of the Anoka County Sheriffs Office 
submitted the Criminal Complaint to the Tenth Judicial District Court in Anoka 
County. The Court File number is 02-CR-12-4361. The original complaint was 
submitted included: 

Count 1: Assault in the Third Degree (Minnesota Statues 609.223, Subd. 1; 
609.101). 

According to the Statement of Probable Cause submitted to the court by Detective 
Rokeh, law enforcement responded to a call of a physical altercation on June 16th, 
2012, at 1920 hours, at Tanners Station, which is located at 13655 Martin St. N.W., 
Andover, Minnesota. Upon arrival, officers located an unconscious male, Brian Keith 
Vanderlee, on the patio of the restaurant. Mr. Vanderlee became alert shortly after 
officer arrival but did not remember what happened. 
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Witnesses stated that Mr. Vanderlee was sitting at a table on the patio when a male 
came to Mr. Vanderlee's table and initiated a verbal confrontation. As the argument 
continued, the male punched Mr. Vanderlee in the mouth area with a closed fist, 
which caused Mr. Vanderlee to fall backwards and hit his head on the ground. The 
male then fled the area by running from Tanners Station, eventually being picked up 
by a female in a vehicle. The surveillance camera monitoring the patio area of 
Tanners Station confirmed that Mr. Vanderlee was approached and punched by the 
same male. Mr. Vanderlee was taken to Mercy Hospital by ambulance and 
underwent emergency surgery due to brain swelling. 

The license plate of the vehicle that picked up the male registered to David Richard 
Clifford (D.O.B. 13.43 , the defendant herein, and another individual. After the 
defendant punched Mr. Vanderlee, the other individuals at the defendant's table left 
the restaurant. An adult female, K.M.F.C., paid the bill. Law enforcement went to the 
defendant's home but the lights were off and no one answered. Law enforcement 
tried to contact the defendant via telephone but no one answered. Law enforcement 
went to K.M.F.C.'s home, but was told that she was not at home. 

On June 17th, 2012, law enforcement was contacted by the defendant's attorney 
because the defendant wanted to speak about the incident at Tanners Station from 
the previous day. The defendant came to the Anoka County Sheriff's Office to speak 
to law enforcement. In a post-Miranda statement, the defendant stated he was at 
Tanners Station the previous evening to meet 13.43 acquaintances to discuss 
National Night Out. The group was seated on the patio near Mr. Vanderlee's table. 
The defendant took offense to some language Mr. Vanderlee was using and asked 
him to stop. Mr. Vanderlee began using offensive language again a short time later. 
After one of Mr. Vanderlee's friends left the table, the defendant approached Mr. 
Vanderlee's table again. 

Once at Mr. Vanderlee's table, the defendant said Mr. Vanderlee cursed and stood up 
from his chair. The defendant said he thought Mr. Vanderlee was going to strike 
him, so he punched Mr. Vanderlee. After he punched Mr. Vanderlee, the defendant 
fled across the street and was picked up by 13.43 . The defendant admitted he did 
not deescalate the situation by talking to employees or moving tables. The 
defendant also admitted he was home when officers tried to contact him, but did not 
answer the door. 

Law enforcement spoke with employees of Tanners Station who indicated they did 
not hear Mr. Vanderlee using offensive language nor did anyone complain about Mr. 
Vanderlee using offensive language. 
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