
Deputy Pierro spoke with witnesses at Tanners Station, including the manager, 

Michael Donnelly. Mr. Donnelly stated he was outside and witnessed the entire 

incident between Sgt. Clifford and Brian Vanderlee. According to Mr. Donnelly's 

statement to Deputy Pierro, he saw "the suspect walk over to B. Vanderlee and 

started arguing with him". Mr. Donnelly was just about ready to walk over to see if 

he could assist with the issue when he saw the suspect, Sgt. Clifford, hit Mr. 

Vanderlee in the face. According to the report, Mr. Donnelly tried to yell out for the 

suspect in the case to stop, as well as keeping a visual on him in order to relay it to 

the police. 

Deputy Pierro was then approached by Mike Vanderlee, who stated that he is Brian 

Vanderlee's brother. He stated that he was in the bathroom inside Tanner's and 

upon returning to the patio he saw his brother lying on the patio and bystanders 

were saying that the suspect ran north. Mike Vanderlee pursued the suspect, trying 

to stop him, but the suspect was picked up by a woman in an SUV. The license plate 

of the vehicle was 13.43 Since Mike Vanderlee had already provided the 

license plate number to other deputies, they were responding to the listed address 

in order to intercept the vehicle. 

Deputy Pierro ran the license plate number and determined that the registered 

owners were listed as 13.43 - Personnel Data Deputy Pierro observed that 

the witness descriptions matched the photo of Responding deputies 

(Sgt. Pilz and Deputy Tim Sink) reported that the vehicle 13.43 was not in 

the driveway, but the garage door was closed and no one was home. 

Upon speaking with the bar manager, Michael Donnelly, a second time, it was 

reported that a female came in right after the incident and paid for the bar tab for 

the suspect's table with a credit card. The cardholder's name was listed as "Kim M. 

Coleman". Mr. Donnelly provided deputies an opportunity to view the incident on 

camera. Deputy Pierro noted that he viewed the video starting at approximately 

1900 hours until approximately 1917 hours. Deputy Pierro noted that it appeared 

that Sgt. Clifford and Brian Vanderlee had one to two verbal interactions prior to 

1917 hours, but at 1917 hours, Sgt. Clifford got up to walk over to Brian Vanderlee's 

table. Deputy Pierro reported that Sgt. Clifford put his left hand on Brian 

Vanderlee's back, who was still sitting down. As Brian Vanderlee started to get up 

from a seated position, Sgt. Clifford punched him in the face with a right fist. Deputy 

Pierro saw one punch and Brian Vanderlee fell backwards to the pavement. Sgt. 

Clifford was then seen running northbound, and all the parties from Sgt. Clifford's 

table got up and fled. 

After he was out on another call, Deputy Pierro received a phone call from Mike 

Archambault, who is a friend of Brian Vanderlee. Mr. Archambault informed Deputy 

Pierro that Brian had undergone emergency surgery to relieve swelling on his brain. 

Mr. Archambault stated that he had been on the phone with Brian as he arrived at 

Tanners Station, but the phone went dead. Mr. Archambault also relayed that he 

was with Mike Vanderlee as they attempted to detain the suspect in the assault. He 
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described seeing Mike Vanderlee wrap up the suspect in a "bear hug" and hold him 
against a vehicle in order to detain him and that the suspect was able to get away 
and get inside a vehicle. Mr. Archambault was able to get the license plate number 
of the vehicle, which was passed on to deputies in the area after the suspect (Sgt. 
Clifford) left. 

Deputy Pierro consulted with C.I.D. Investigator Tom Strusinski at their office. 
Investigator Strusinski directed Deputy Pierro to set up surveillance on Sgt. 
Clifford's residence since he had seen the video and the persons involved at Tanners 
Station. Deputy Pierro was to take Sgt. Clifford into custody for Felony Assault if he 
was located. 

At 2226 hours, Deputy Pierro observed that there was a minivan in the driveway at 
Sgt. Clifford's residence (which also registered to Sgt. Clifford). The garage door was 
shut and there were no lights on in the residence. 

At 0130 hours on June 17th, 2012, Deputy Pierro assisted Detective Bloch with 
responding to 15955 Drake Street N.W. (Andover, Minnesota), which is the 
residence of K. Coleman, in an attempt to speak to Ms. Kim Coleman and locate Sgt. 
Clifford. Lights were on in the residence and several people could be seen inside. 
The individual that answered the door indicated that "Kim Coleman" was not there 
and that she was out with friends. This individual, Paul Coleman, also informed 
deputies that he could not make contact with her via telephone as she was not 
answering. Deputy Pierro also noted that Mr. Coleman was heavily intoxicated. 
Deputies then went to the rear of the address and observed that the lights had been 
turned off in the residence. 

Sgt. Pilz and Deputy Pierro again tried to make contact at Sgt. Clifford's residence, 
The deputies knocked on 

the front door and rang the doorbell numerous times, however, no one answered. 
There were no lights on inside the residence and they could not see if 
was in the garage. Both deputies cleared the scene. 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

13.43 
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Case Statements 

Detective Tom Strusinski of the Anoka County Sheriff's Office Criminal Investigation 

Division conducted several interviews for the case which are documented in the 

Case Statements section of this report. 

Sgt. Dave Clifford 

On June 17th, 2012, Detective Strusinski provided Sgt. Clifford the Miranda Warning 

and Waiver of Rights, to which Sgt. Clifford agreed to provide a statement. The 

interview was conducted at the Anoka County Sheriff's Office and was videotaped. 

Also in the room was Brooke Bass, Sgt. Clifford's attorney. The sheriff's office 

provided the videotaped interview of Mr. Clifford, along with a transcript of the 

audio interview to this investigator. Minneapolis Police Department PST Terri 

Rosas completed an additional transcript of the interview, which included 

information that was deemed unintelligible, inaudible, or unknown, by Anoka 

County Sheriff's Department support staff. Both copies are located in this case 

report. 

According to Sgt. Clifford's statement to Detective Strusinski, he worked during the 

day, went home, took a nap, and he and Paul Coleman joined 13.43 at Tanners 

Station out on the patio. Sgt. Clifford approximated that it was 1920 hours. Upon 

arrival, Sgt. Clifford stated that he ordered a "Captain and diet". Sgt. Clifford 

continued by stating that the table to their left appeared to have an older brother, 

younger brother, and the younger brother's wife (Michael Vanderlee, Brian 

Vanderlee, and Kourtney Vanderlee). According to Sgt. Clifford, they could tell right 

away that the group "seemed extremely intoxicated", citing red eyes and the slurring 

and extremely loud, extremely belligerent younger brother (Brian). Sgt. Clifford 

described belligerent as "screaming", and that Brian was on his cell phone saying 

such things as "fuckin' lesbian cunt" and offensive things such as that. Sgt. Clifford 

estimated that they were surrounded by about 25 people. Sgt. Clifford stated "you 

could just tell by looking around that people were uncomfortable and it was just no 

one had, you know, anything to say about that, and staff weren't gonna do anything 

about it at all". Sgt. Clifford further mentioned that 13.43 had had told him that 

before Sgt. Clifford and Paul got there, the older brother and the younger brother 

were up and fighting, punching each other in the patio area. 

Sgt. Clifford stated that as they were trying to have fun and relax, it just kept getting 

louder. He decided to say something, "'cause you can always say something, and it's 
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how you say it". He leaned over in his chair and said "Hey, guys, can you just watch 
the language because, you know, it's hard to relax, and you know, you guys are kind 
of stressing me out". Sgt. Clifford indicated that the older brother talked to the 
younger brother and it quieted down for a little while, but it was still going on. 

Sgt. Clifford stated that within about five to ten minutes the older brother, Mike 
Vanderlee, went inside and that the younger brother, Brian, pulled out his cell 
phone. According to Sgt. Clifford, Brian started off a new round of words ("Fucking 
cunt" and "lesbian"). Sgt. Clifford stated that it was extremely offensive and that 

was being impacted by it. He thought he would walk over, maybe introduce 
himself, and "I'll get to this guy maybe just to calm down", because the wait staff 
weren't gonna do anything about it, either". 

13.43 

According to Sgt. Clifford, he approached Brian, leaned over and said "Hey, if you 
don't mind, seriously, man. I mean do you mind just kinda like keeping the noise 
down and stuff like that?" Sgt. Clifford relayed that Brian was on his phone, "yelling 
and doing his thing", and he looked up at Sgt. Clifford and said "Fuck you, asshole!". 
Sgt. Clifford stated that he was taken aback by Brian. Sgt. Clifford then said "Come 
on, man, you know, you don't have to call me names, and you now, just be a standup 
guy. You don't have to say that kind of stuff, you know". 

At this point, Sgt. Clifford stated that Brian slammed his phone down and "all of a 
sudden he stands up, probably within, uhh, I don't know, three to four feet from me, 
and uhh, at that point I felt I was gonna get punched. I knew that they guys were 
fighting already. I knew the behavior, that they were very belligerent, uhh, on the 
patio area. And it just happened so rapidly and in my mind, what's going through 
my mind at that time is, "Here's a guy who...'. And both of these guys are like 
weight-lifter types, you know, huge, they're huge, massive, very muscular guys. 
Uhh...This guy is very belligerent and uhh, I've been in my share of uhh, defensive 
situations in law enforcement where I can immediately recognize the kind of pre-
attack indicators, uhh, that leads me to believe that, 'Hey, guy, you're gonna get hit 
or gonna get punched or....". 

When asked by Detective Strusinski what the "pre-attack indicators" were, Sgt. 
Clifford explained that in this specific time it was the "spreading out the legs as if to 
kinda get a solid base to uhh, deliver a punch or to kind of come at me very quickly, 
but also you can tell in a person's eyes, because they start to look down at your 
chest, because what they're doing is they're picking their target of where they're 
gonna hit". 

Sgt. Clifford continued by stating, "And after a number of years of doing police work, 
I immediately recognized some of these signals and thought, "Oh oh, I'm gonna get 
hit'. Uhh...at that point, uhh I decided that uhh, I didn't want to get hit, and in my 
mind, it...it met all the elements for 5th Degree Assault, and in order to save myself 
and in order to possibly stop uhh, this table with 13.43 and our friends from 
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