
dog." Sgt. Warnberg observed that the hammer on Officer Dahlquist's gun 

was back. After scanning the scene, Sgt. Warnberg did not see any eminent 

danger towards Officer Dahlquist and told him "Scott, de-cock your gun, 

holster it and just back up to my squad so I can figure out what's going on." 

After ordering Officer Dahlquist to de-cock and holster his weapon, Sgt. 

Warnberg turned and started walking up to the guy who was holding the dog. 

As he began this, Sgt. Warnberg saw Officer Dahlquist's arm come down to 

his side. He concluded that Officer Dahlquist holstered his firearm, but he 

didn't know that for sure. When asked specifically if he had seen Officer 

Dahlquist de-cock his weapon, Sgt. Warnberg said he did not. 

Sgt. Warnberg first learned that the dog had been shot as he approached the 

male lying over the dog who told him that Officer Dahlquist shot the dog 

while he was holding it. Sgt. Warnberg was not sure if information over the 

radio had been aired regarding a shot being fired. 

After learning Officer Dahlquist shot the dog, Sgt. Warnberg turned around to 

ask him "Scott, did you shoot that dog?" As he turned around to go speak 

with Officer Dahlquist (who was standing by Sgt. Warnberg's squad), Officer 

Dahlquist had his firearm back up and his arms were extended with the barrel 

of the gun pointing directly at Sgt. Warnberg's forehead. The distance 

between them was approximately 4 to 5 feet. 

Sgt. Warnberg believed Officer Dahlquist did not see him standing between 

him and both the dog owner and dog. Sgt. Warnberg saw that the hammer 

was back on Officer Dahlquist's gun and his orientation with the gun was 
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"dead-on straight." He then stated to Officer Dahlquist "de-cock the gun and 

put it down, we'll get through this together." Officer Dahlquist then put his 

gun down. Officer Dahlquist was then taken by Officer Gillies to his (Gillies) 

squad where he was placed in the front passenger seat. 

When asked specifically regarding the second time he ordered Officer 

Dahlquist to de-cock and holster his gun, Sgt. Warnberg said Officer 

Dahlquist did as ordered, de-cocking the hammer and re-holstering the gun. 

When asked if Officer Dahlquist had de-cocked the hammer of his gun with 

the first order given, Sgt. Warnberg did not actually see Officer Dahlquist do 

that. He did state that if Officer Dahlquist did de-cock his gun the first time, 

the only way the hammer would be back the second time is if he would have 

manually pulled the hammer back or if he hadn't de-cocked the gun the first 

time. 

Sgt. Warnberg stated that when he drove Officer Dahlquist to Edina to have 

his blood and urine taken, he asked Officer Dahlquist if he remembered 

drawing down on the guy and holstering his gun and he (Dahlquist) said 

"Yeah." Sgt. Warnberg then asked him if he remembered drawing his gun the 

second time to which Officer Dahlquist stated he did, saying "But I just had it 

next to my leg." Sgt. Warnberg did not confront Officer Dahlquist on where 

he had been pointing his gun. 

Sgt. Warnberg asked Officer Dahlquist if he had been injured and he told Sgt. 

Warnberg that the dog had bitten him, however, Sgt. Warnberg did not 
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observe any injuries to his arm nor was there any damage to his uniform 

jacket. 

At the conclusion of his statement, Sgt. Warnberg added that he doesn't know 

how else it would have happened, for Officer Dahlquist having the hammer 

cocked on his gun the second time, stating he "probably didn't de-cock the 

gun" the first time. He further answered questions regarding firearm training 

and stated that he has never seen any officer, on any type of call, just pull back 

the hammer with his thumb. He said "If you're gonna shoot something, 

you're gonna pull the trigger, you're not gonna pull the hammer back first, 

you're just gonna pull the trigger." 

At the conclusion of his statement, Sgt. Warnberg asked if he could make one 

more addition to his statement. He discussed concern he had regarding 

Officer Dahlquist's demeanor and behavior during this incident 13.43 

For complete details regarding those comments, see Pages 11 thru 1 2 of 

Sergeant Wamberg's Q & A Statement. 

Statement of Officer Scott Dahlquist 

Officer Scott Dahlquist was interviewed for this investigation at the MPD Internal Affairs 

Unit on February 19th, 2013. Officer Dahlquist has been with the Minneapolis Police 

Department since 04/04/1988 and was assigned as a 4th Precinct 1 3.43 Officer 

when this investigation was assigned. He is currently in a temporary assignment with 

The following is a summary of Officer Dahlquist's statement 

and shall not be considered verbatim unless indicted by the use of quotations: 
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Officer Dahlquist was working 4th precinc 13.43 n 10/09/2012. He had 

requested to go out on Bike Patrol which was approved by Sgt. Warnberg. He 

was given instructions to concentrate his efforts in the northern area of the 

precinct due to many recent numerous burglaries. 

At approximately 0930 hours, Officer Dahlquist stated he was at about 45 1̀1

and Bryant Ave. N. when information was aired that there was an interrupted 

burglary in the area of 42" and Sheridan Ave. N. He decided to respond 

heading westbound on 44th Ave. N. 

As Officer Dahlquist went by the intersection of 44 1̀1 and Irving Ave. N., he 

observed 3 males and a pit pull on the southwest corner. The pit bull was 

sitting with the leash coiled up around its feet, but nobody was restraining the 

dog and the males all appeared to be intoxicated. 

Officer Dahlquist was about 1 block past the three males when he heard a loud 

commotion behind him. Knowing at this time that there were kids outside, he 

thought he should go back and check the males out and see if they and the dog 

were okay or that the dog was at least restrained. 

He made a U-turn and headed back east on 4e Ave. N. and was now on the 

same side of the street as the 3 males. As he approached, the dog immediately 

came towards Officer Dahlquist who then turned his bike to the left to avoid 

the dog. The dog continued to trot along Officer Dahlquist's right side. 

Officer Dahlquist was not sure what the dog was going to do, stating dogs can 

do funny things. The dog then jumped up and grabbed a hold of Officer 

Dahlquist's right forearm and then went back down. He states he distinctly 
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remembered feeling the dog's teeth scrape across his jacket and arm. Officer 

Dahlquist perceived the dog's actions as an attack. 

The dog did not puncture Officer Dahlquist's outer clothing or the skin of his 

right arm. He said there was no severe pain nor did he need any medical 

attention. 

Officer Dahlquist drew his sidearm and shot the dog one time, causing it to 

yelp and the dog stopped attacking him. 

After discharging one round, a black male came up from behind him and 

grabbed the dog. He said this male tackled the dog and ended up going 

around until they reached the front yard of the house at 1616 44th Ave. N. 

Officer Dahlquist got off his bike and aired over the radio that he had been 

attacked by a pit bull and needed a supervisor, animal control, and perhaps 

additional squads. 

According to Officer Dahlquist, Sgt. Warnberg showed up first, coming in 

eastbound from the west on 44th, pulling his squad up to Officer Dahlquist's 

immediate left. 

Sgt. Warnberg asked Officer Dahlquist 3 or 4 times if he had been bit and he 

stated he told him each time "no." After this, he explained that he was still 

holding his weapon which was cocked because he had discharged one round. 

He was holding it at the clog who he felt was still a threat to him. 

Officer Dahlquist stated Sgt. Warnberg told him to de-cock and holster his 

weapon, then stand by his car. Officer Dahlquist stated he then did this. Sgt. 

Warnberg's squad was 5 to 10 feet to Officer Dahlquist's left. 
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While standing by Sgt. Warnberg's squad, he assessed the situation and in his 

mind, felt the dog was still a threat. It wasn't adequately restrained and was 

still a danger to him, possibly coming after him again, or attacking Sgt. 

Warnberg or any number of citizens walking by. 

Officer Dahlquist stated he drew his weapon again, holding it at the low ready 

and then positioned himself where he could. keep cover on the dog. Sgt. 

Warnberg was to his left at this time and stated at no time was Sgt. Warnberg 

ever in his line of fire. 

Officer Dahlquist stated that when he drew his weapon the second time, that 

the hammer on the gun was not back. 

Officer Geere then approached Officer Dahlquist on his right, asking him to 

have a seat in his car (Geere's), to which he did. Officer Dahlquist then felt 

the scene was Code 4 at this time. Officer Geere had asked him if he had shot 

the guy (the one holding the dog), to which Officer Dahlquist stated he 

reviewed back in his mind on what had just happened and said he wasn't sure 

at the time. 

At the conclusion of the interview, Officer Dahlquist again was questioned 

and stated that he obeyed Sgt. Warnberg's two separate orders to de-cock and 

holster his weapon. The second time he drew his weapon, he stated the 

hammer was not back on his gun. 
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