
SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

Investigative Facts 

• Officer Dahlquist was working Beat 8429 as an able bike officer on 

10/09/2012 and was responding to a burglary in progress call. While 

responding, he observed and bypassed 3 black males with a pit bull near the 

intersection of 44th Ave. N./Irving Ave. N. in Minneapolis. He observed that 

the pit bull had a large rope/leash attached to it, but the leash was not being 

held by anyone. Officer Dahlquist heard a commotion one block past his 

initial observation of the men/dog, turned around, and responded to their 
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location. As he approached on his bike, the pit bull jumped up on Officer 

Dahlquist while on his bike and it bit him on the right arm (no injuries 

occurred). 

• Officer Dahlquist shot the dog one time and it stopped the dog's attack. The 

statements taken in this investigation could not determine if the dog owner 

was actually holding the dog when Officer Dahlquist shot it. The owner 

reported he was attempting to gain control of the dog as it was jumping on 

Officer Dahlquist, putting the owner at minimum, in close proximity when 

the shot was fired. The owner held the dog after it had been shot and kept 

the dogs movement under control. 

• Asked by Officer Geere if he had shot the guy, Officer Dahlquist at the time 

was not sure, stating that he, the dog, and the dog's owner were all in motion 

and all close together. 

• Sgt. Warnberg responded to Officer Dahlquist's location and observed him 

pointing his gun, with the hammer back, at a black male who was holding a 

pit bull. 

• Sgt. Warnberg assessed the scene and determined it was Code 4 and ordered 

Officer Dahlquist to de-cock and holster his firearm. 

• After ordering Officer Dahlquist to de-cock and holster his weapon, Sgt. 

Warnberg turned away from Officer Dahlquist and started walking up to the male 

who was holding the dog. As he began this movement, Sgt. Warnberg saw 

Officer Dahlquist's arm come down to his side. He concluded that Officer 
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Dahlquist had holstered his firearm. When asked specifically if he had seen 

Officer Dahlquist de-cock and holster his weapon, Sgt. Warnberg said he did not. 

• Learning from the dog owner that the dog had been shot, Sgt. Warnberg 

turned back to ask Officer Dahlquist if he had shot the dog. At this time, 

Officer Dahlquist had his firearm out, raised and pointed in the direction of 

Sgt. Warnberg, the dog owner and dog. Sgt. Warnberg reported he observed 

that the hammer on the gun was back and that the gun was pointed directly 

at his forehead, approximately 4 to 5 feet away from him. 

• Sgt. Warnberg ordered Officer Dahlquist a second time to de-cock and holster 

his firearm and he said Officer Dahlquist did comply with the second order. 

• Sgt. Warnberg stated that the only way the hammer could still be back on 

Officer Dahlquist's gun when he observed it the second time is if he 

(Dahlquist) had not de-cocked the hammer after the first order was given or 

he (Dahlquist) had manually pulled the hammer back on his gun after he 

drew it the second time. 

• After consulting the MPD Range Master, pulling the hammer back on your 

firearm before firing it is always an option, but that specific technique is not 

taught during the mandatory MPD firearm training qualification course. 

• Officer Dahlquist stated that he was given the order by Sgt. Warnberg to de-cock 

and holster his weapon the first time and he said he did obey that order. 

• Officer Dahlquist stated that he felt the dog was still a threat to him and others, so 

he did remove his firearm a second time and kept his gun at the "ready" position. 

When Sgt. Warnberg ordered him a second time to de-cock and holster his gun, 
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he complied. He stated that the hammer was not back when he drew his gun the 

second time and Sgt. Warnberg was never in his direct line of fire. 

• Also responding to the incident was Officer Gillies, who stated upon his arrival, 

he observed that Officer Dahlquist had his gun out, in his hand down on the right 

side of his leg and the hammer on it was back. He reported that Officer Dahlquist 

was approximately 15 feet away from and behind Sgt. Warnberg. Officer Gillies 

did not hear any orders given by Sgt. Warnberg to Officer Dahlquist. 

I confirm that the information I provided in this case is true to the best of my 

knowledge. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sgt. Thomas Schmid 

Internal Affairs Unit 
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