
MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Internal Affairs Unit 

Administrative Case #12-47 
Sgt. R. Krebs 

Date: 04/26/2012 

CASE BACKGROUND 

On 03/31/2012, 13.43 was notified by of the 1st 

Precinct, that an individual identified as Bryan Avrey, DOB 06/11/1984, was being 

hospitalized at HCMC for injuries received during the course of his arrest. It was 

determined that Avrey was not available to be interviewed due to his medical treatment 

and therefore determined that a force review would be conducted the following a.m. 

CASE INVESTIGATION 

CCN: 12-096651: 

The case involving the arrest of Mr. Avrey for a charge of 4 degree assault was 

located and reviewed. Mr. Avrey was arrested by Officer Tyler Edwards at 

approximately 0102 hours in the parking lot of the Holiday gas station, located at 601 5th

St. N. Officers were initially called to a disturbance wherein Mr. Avrey was involved in 

a dispute/fight with a cab driver and other passengers in the cab. Mr. Avrey was placed 

under arrest by Officer Edwards for a charge of disorderly conduct and subsequently 

handcuffed. As Mr. Avrey was about to be searched by Officer Edwards, he turned and 
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spat in Officer Edwards' face. Officer Edwards at this time pushed or slapped Mr. 

Avrey's face to direct him away from his own face and then directed Mr. Avrey to the 

ground. Mr. Avrey's face struck the pavement, causing him to become unconscious. Mr. 

Avrey was then transported to HCMC via ambulance, which was summoned immediately 

to the scene. 

MEMO FROM SGT. SAUVAGEAU: 

Sgt. Sauvageau had been the on-scene supervisor responding to the use of force 

by Officer Edwards. Sgt. Sauvageau directed a memo to the Internal Affairs Unit in 

regard to the use of force and the injuries to Mr. Avrey. In this memo, he indicated that 

Mr. Avrey had been in handcuffs and had fallen to the ground unassisted, causing an 

injury to his head. In checking at the hospital, he learned that Mr. Avrey had blood 

behind his left eye and facial fractures. He indicated that Mr. Avrey was going to be 

kept at the hospital for observation and that he had been unable to interview him. 

MEDICAL RECORDS — BRYAN AVREY: 

Medical records concerning the treatment of Mr. Avrey for injuries sustained 

during Officer Edwards' use of force were obtained and reviewed. These records consist 

of 51 type-written pages. On pages 10 and 11 Mr. Avrey's injuries are described as 

follows: 

13.384 - Medical Data 
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) 

13.384 - Medical Data 

VIDEO EVIDENCE: 

A video of the incident had been recovered by Officer Edwards later in the 

morning after the force incident had occurred and property inventoried. This video was 

obtained from the Property Room by Crime Lab personnel and duplicated at my request. 

In reviewing the video, it became apparent that Officer Edwards' written account (report) 

of the incident was not consistent with what was depicted on the video — specifically 

Officer Edwards described his use of force as follows: "I immediately pushed 

AP1/Avrey's face away with an open palm push/slap (I am unsure which hand I used). I 

then lunged to the right to avoid Avrey's spit. As I lunged to the right, I grabbed 

AP1/Avrey by his arm and pulled him away, attempting to place distance between us. 

AP1 fell on the ground directly behind me." 

In the video, Officer Edwards' actions are consistent with his report up to the 

point of Mr. Avrey "falling to the ground." In the video, Officer Edwards clearly grabs 

Mr. Avrey with both of his hands and turns and directs Avrey directly to the ground. 

This movement can be described either as "pushing Avrey to the ground" or "throwing 

Avrey to the ground." As Avrey is handcuffed at the time, he is unable to break his fall 
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and lands directly on his face on the pavement. At this point, he is obviously 

unconscious and officers immediately attempt to assist him. 

A second copy for use of the video for use in the investigation in slow-motion 

was also prepared by Crime Lab personnel. 

STATEMENT OF SGT. TODD SAUVAGEAU: 

Sgt. Sauvageau provided a statement in the Internal Affairs Unit Office on 

04/18/2012. Sgt. Sauvageau states that he responded to the scene as the on-duty 

supervisor concerning the use of force by Officer Edwards. Sgt. Sauvageau indicated 

that he was unable to speak with the subject of the force (Avrey) due to the fact that he 

was being transported to the hospital. He states that he based his force review and the 

information contained in his memo on the account of the incident provided to him by 

Officer Edwards. He indicated that he had not had the opportunity to review the video 

evidence at the time, as it was not available until later in the morning when management 

came into the store. 

4 

1209946



STATEMENT OF OFFICER CHERYL-LEIGH GOODMAN:• 

Officer Goodman provided a statement in the Internal Affairs Unit Office on 

04/18/2012. Officer Goodman states that on 04/01/2012, she was on-duty working with 

Officer Tyler Edwards in the 1st Precinct. She indicates that they had responded to a call 

at the Holiday gas station and that the initial call had been to a fight. She states that at 

this time they had contact with Mr. Bryan Avrey, whom she described as intoxicated, 

upset, uncooperative, and yelling. She states that eventually Mr. Avrey was placed under 

arrest by Officer Edwards while she was dealing with another individual (cab driver) near 

the other end of the parking lot. She states when she became aware of Officer Edwards 

struggling with Mr. Avrey, that she returned to assist Officer Edwards but by the time she 

got there Mr. Avrey was already on the ground and she did not observe Officer Edwards' 

actions or use of force. (Note: This statement is supported by the video evidence 

showing Officer Goodman's location at the time the force was directed towards Mr. 

Avrey by Officer Edwards. 

STATEMENT OF OFFICER TYLER EDWARDS; 

Officer Tyler Edwards provided a statement in the Internal Affairs Unit Office on 

04/24/2012. Prior to providing this statement, Officer Edwards was allowed the 

opportunity to view the video of the incident in both real time and slow-motion. 

Officer Edwards states that he was on-duty on 04/01/2012, and that he did in fact 

utilize force during the arrest of Mr. Bryan Avrey. Officer Edwards states in the initial 

report he had indicated that Mr. Avrey had fallen to the ground directly behind him; 

however, acknowledges after viewing the video that Mr. Avrey was pulled from the 

5 

1209947



squad and fell to the ground as a direct action of his pulling him. Officer Edwards states 

that he does believe that this action was objectively reasonable. (See statement of Officer 

Edwards.) 

SUMMARY OF FACTS 

Allegation #1: It is alleged that Officer Tyler Edwards used objectively unreasonable 

non-deadly force during the course of the arrest of a Mr. Bryan Avrey on 04/01/2012. If 

this allegation is found to be true, the MPD R&R would be: 

Non-Deadly Force: Force that does not have the reasonable likelihood of causing or 
creating a substantial risk of death or great bodily harm. This includes, but is not limited 
to, physically subduing, controlling, capturing, restraining or physically managing any 
person. It also includes the actual use of any less-lethal and non-lethal weapons. 
(08/17/07) 

Objectively Reasonable Force: The amount and type of force that would be considered 
rational and logical to an "objective" officer on the scene, supported by facts and 
circumstances known to an officer at the time force was used. (08/17/07) 

Use of Force: Any intentional police contact involving: (08/17/07) (10/01/10) 

• The use of any weapon, substance, vehicle, equipment, tool, 
device or animal that inflicts pain or produces injury to another; or 

• Any physical strike to any part of the body of another; 

• Any physical contact with a person that inflicts pain or produces 
injury to another; or 

• Any restraint of the physical movement of another that is applied 
in a manner or under circumstances likely to produce injury. 

• At the time the force was directed towards Mr. Avrey, he was handcuffed behind 

his back. 

• Prior to the use of the force, Mr. Avrey had spat directly into the face of Officer 

Edwards. 
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• Officer Edwards' reaction is instinctive and occurs instantly after being spat on. 

• Officer Edwards pushing or slapping of the suspect's face in order to direct his 

face away from Officer Edwards is understandable. 

• Officer Edwards' next movements of "pulling" the suspect to the ground are 

conjunctive with the pushing or slapping of Mr. Avrey. 

• Due to the fact that Mr. Avrey is handcuffed, he is unable to stop his fall, 

resulting in direct contact of his face with the pavement. 

• Officer Edwards, in his Internal Affairs Unit statement acknowledges that his 

initial report was incorrect and that Avrey's injuries are the direct result of his 

actions. 

I confirm that the information I provided in this case is true to the best of my knowledge. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sgt. R. Krebs 

Internal Affairs Unit 
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