
He described Officer Hall's attitude as "somewhere in between compliant and 
uncooperative." He stated Officer Hall "was definitely questioning the reason that we 
stopped him and was wondering what the initial contact was for." 

Deputy Puelston stated he never heard Officer Hall make any statements regarding what 
he does as a Minneapolis officer, make any statements asking either officer for any kind 
of favoritism or leniency, or make any kind of threats of retaliation against either officer 
or their agency if enforcement action was taken against him. 

Deputy Puelston stated he has MVR equipment installed in his squad, but did not activate 
it during the stop, or during the interviews with the George's or with Officer Hall. 

He stated he reported the incident to his supervisor, Sgt. Jeff Wessel. Sgt Wessel had 
responded to the scene out of curiosity, not as a result of being called there by Deputy 
Puelston. He stated Sgt. Wessel did not have any MVR video of the incident, and did not 
have any interaction with Officer Hall. 

He told me he has not had any additional contact with Officer Hall since the incident, and 
has not been contacted by any other party other than myself regarding this, nor has any 
additional information pertaining to the event come to his attention. 

Statement of Officer Jeff Hall 

On 2-20-2013, Officer Jeff Hall provided a statement under Garrity which is summarized 
below: 

He told me that on 11-20-2012, he was assigned to the First Precinct Desk 
and had worked his scheduled shift, beginning at approximately 1540 hours 

and ending at approximately 0140 hours on 11-21-2012. 

13.43 
13.43 

Upon leaving the Precinct, he went to a bar called Jackson's Hole, which is located at 106 
N. 3rd St., arriving shortly before bar close. While at Jackson's Hole, he had either one 
glass of beer or one bottle of beer, and two shots of whiskey, and said that these drinks 
were consumed in approximately 15 to 20 minutes. He was alone at the bar, but did buy 
some shots for some other patrons at the bar. 

After leaving Jackson's Hole, he went to the White Castle, located at 608 Central 
Avenue, NE, where he ate an early breakfast. 

After White Castle, he started his journey home, and did not make any further stops. He 
said the drive time to his house is approximately 45 minutes via 1-35 to North Branch. 
He stated he did not have any alcohol in his vehicle. 

Somewhere between Stacy and North Branch, he was northbound in the left hand lane, 
and came up behind a passenger car in the left hand lane which was beside a semi-truck 
which was in the right hand lane. 
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The passenger car was not moving out of the way, so he "got closer to the bumper than I 
should have, but, just to kind of let them know, hey, I want to get through." 

He told me that the driver of the car then slammed on his brakes, and that he got angry at 
this. After slowing down, Officer Hall said the other driver then hit his brakes again, and 
moved over to the adjacent lane. Officer Hall stated that he then got behind him and 
started flashing his high beams, "letting him know that I was not happy." He admitted 
that he "let my anger take over my sensibilities in that regard." 

He said that he had to make a strong braking maneuver to avoid hitting the other vehicle, 
and that he slowed his speed from approximately 65 mph to 45 or 50 mph. 

He continued following the other vehicle north, and at one point "pulled alongside of the 
vehicle and gestured, I believe with the middle finger." He stated "I had my light on so 
he could see me" and that his purpose in giving the other driver "the finger" was to 
"show him my displeasure for slamming on his brakes and hogging the fast lane." He 
stated that he "let my anger take over my senses." 

The other car then exited at County Road 17, and Officer Hall admits that he came to a 
stop on the shoulder, backed up, and then also exited at County Road 17. He told me that 
his purpose in doing so was to continue following the other driver, and that he wanted to 
let him know how mad he was at the time. He stated that "as stupid as it is, I was angry 
and I just wanted to just...just kind of verbalize it to him, or her." 

Officer Hall saw the other vehicle turn west on County Road 17, and admits he turned 
west also in order to continue to follow the car, for the same purpose. 

He admits that he then turned north on Falcon Avenue to continue to follow the car, again 
for the same purpose. 

He stated the gap between the two cars on Falcon Avenue was approximately an eighth to 
a quarter of a mile, and he was still trying to catch up to the other car when he was 
stopped by the North Branch Police. At the time he was stopped, he estimated that the 
distance between the two cars was 150 to 200 feet. 

Officer Hall stated that at no time did he display a law enforcement ID, badge, a weapon 
or make any gestures which could have been construed by the occupants of the other 
vehicle as him being in possession of or brandishing a weapon. 

According to Officer Hall, the other occupants of the car did not display any type of 
aggression towards him, besides the slamming on of their brakes. 

When he was stopped, he said took out his wallet and removed his Minnesota Driver's 
License, and that he keeps all his cards together in his wallet, so when he removed his 
license, his Minneapolis Police ID was visible. 
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