
MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS COMPLAINT FORM #3401 

COMPLAINT INFORMATION 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS CASE NUMBER: 

14-05557 
CCN: 

None 
DATE OF INCIDENT: 

03/11/2014 
TIME OF INCIDENT: 

09:14 
LOCATION OF INCIDENT: 

350 S 5th St. Rm. 112, Minneapolis MN 55415 
DATE OF COMPLAINT 

3/28/2014 
REFERRAL METHOD: 

Internal 
COMPLAINANTS NAME (LAST, FIRST MIDDLE) SEX 

NA 
RACE: 

NA 
DATE OF BIRTH: 

NA 13.43 - Personnel Data 
Work Address: 

350 S. 5th St, Rm 112 
CITY / STATE / ZIP: TELEPHONE: 

13.43 - Personnel Data 13.43 

POLICY INFORMATION 

POLICIES ALLEGED TO BE VIOLATED: 

7-119 (A-D) Social Networking, 13.43 - Personnel Data 

ACCUSED EMPLOYEE(S) 

NAME/BADGE: 

Officer Joseph Klimmek # 3735 

COMPLAINT ALLEGATIONS 

Klimax" 
were 
post(s) 
has 

On 3/11/2014, Twin Cities media outlets reported that a Minneapolis officer was racist 
messages on a Facebook account. The Facebook account in the name of "Joseph 
on-line alias for Officer Joseph Klimmek. 3 screen shots of the Facebook postings 
outlet news stories that were broadcast on Fox 9 and on the open web. The alleged 
in line with the Minneapolis Police core values. The Minneapolis Police Department 
reputation of the organization and its employees, as well as the guard against liability 

and insensitive in posting 
was alleged to be the 

included in the media 
does not appear to be 

a duty to protect the 
and potential legal risk. 

RECOMMENDATION 
(Preliminary Cases Only) 

❑ Reckoning Period Expired Before Complaint was Filed 
❑ No Basis for Complaint 
❑ Closed Pending Further Information 
❑ Refer to Precinct with Coaching Documentation 
❑ Exceptionally Cleared 
❑ Policy Failure 
❑ Other 

13.43 - Personnel Data 
DATE 

if - kt-- i 
DATE 
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MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Internal Affairs Unit 

Administrative Case #14-05557 
Sgt. Thomas Wheeler 

Date of complaint 3/11/2014 

CASE BACKGROUND 

On 3/11/2014, Twin Cities media outlets reported that a Minneapolis officer was 
racist and insensitive in posting messages on a Facebook account. The Facebook 
account in the name of "Joseph Klimax" was alleged to be the on-line alias for Officer 
Joseph Klimmek. Three "screen shots" of the Facebook postings were included in the 
media outlet news stories that were broadcast on Fox 9 and on the open web. The 
case was assigned by IAU Commander DeChristopher Granger. 

CASE INVESTIGATION 

FOX 9 NEWS MEDIA INFORMATION 

Fox 9 News broadcast a news video story (3/11/2014) about a Facebook posting 
involving the alleged on-line alias, "Joseph Klimax." Fox 9 alleged the name "Joseph 
Klimax" was the alias for Minneapolis Police Officer Joseph Klimmek. The video 
depicted blog and images posted by "Joseph Klimax." A copy of the video was saved 
to a CD for the case. 
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OPEN SOURCE INTERNET INFORMATION 

• Facebook postings in the name of "Joseph Klimax" were not available on open 

source web searches. 

• Myspace postings were located on the open source web. Images were 

located of Officer Joseph Klimmek. 

• A "Google" search in the name of Joseph Klimmek located an image of Officer 

Joseph Klimmek, dressed in the Minneapolis Police Department official 

uniform. He was standing with an unidentified adult female. The two are 

standing side by side, shoulder to shoulder. There is a marked Minneapolis 

Police car in the immediate background. 

• A Fox 9 News (KMSP) news article was located on 

www.myfoxtwincities.com. The article was posted on 3/11/2014 at 21:14 

hours. The article was titled, Minneapolis officer racist, insensitive. 

• www.Rawstory.com published an open source news story on the internet 

dated 3/13/2014, 10:27 hours that was titled, "White supremacist" 

Minneapolis cops lands in hot water over racist Facebook posts. 

• www.Insigthnews.com published an open source news story on the internet 

that was posted on 3/19/2014 at 14:52 hours. The headline read insensitive 

remarks on a Minneapolis police officers Facebook page spark outrage; open 

internal investigation. 

SUMMARY STATEMENET OF OFFICER JOSPEH KLIMMEK 

On 5/13/2014, I met with Officer Joseph Klimmek at MPD IAU for a recorded interview taken 

under Garrity. Lt. Kroll from the Federation was present for the interview. Officer Klimmek 

responded to a notification letter that was sent to him on 5/01/2014. Officer Klimmek was 

assigned to First Police Precinct 13.43 Officer Klimmek's City of Minneapolis hire date was 

2/4/2008 and he had been a sworn officer since 5/10/2009. 

Officer Klimmek reported that he used Myspace and Facebook in the past. He reported he has 

posted personal blogs on Facebook. He started using Myspace in 2005 and he started using 

Facebook in 2008-2009 after Myspace became less popular. 
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Officer Klimmek reported that he used his nickname "Joseph Klimax" as his name on his 

Facebook account. He reported that his current Facebook name is Joe Smith; however his 

Facebook account has been deactivated. 

Officer Klimmek reported that he has used City computers and his personal cell phone to access 

Facebook while he has been on-duty in the past. In addition, he reported that he has used his 

personal equipment to access Facebook on his off-duty time. 

Officer Klimmek reported that he posted images on his Facebook account in the past where he 

was wearing the MPD uniform. He recalled a posting was done after New Year's Eve. He was 

near 1515 E. Grant St, Minneapolis. The photo was taken of him and his girlfriend. Officer 

Klimmek's girlfriend was on a ride along and Officer Klimmek's partner used Officer Klimmek's 

phone to take a photo that was in-turn posted on Facebook. Officer Klimmek identified his 

partner as Officer Sterzinger. Officer Klimmek reported that the photo was taken in front of a 

marked squad car and he was dressed in the MPD uniform (image below.) 

Facebook Image identifed by Officer Klimmek (New Years Eve 2013) 

(Identifed by Officer Klimmek as an image of he and his girlfriend and posted on his Facebook 

account.) 

1 3.4: 13.43 - Personnel Data ata 

Officer Klimmek reported that he used the name "Joseph Klimax" on Facebook because he did 

not want people to know who he was. He reported that his Facebook settings were set to 

private, allowing only family and friends to access/view his account. He considered his co-

workers his friends as well. Moreover, his access was open to people he "friended" on 

Facebook. 
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Officer Klimmek reported that he had been using Facebook since 2009, when he was hired as a 

police officer. He reported that he had taken photos of an accident scene while on duty in the 

past. He estimated that the posting was done in January and February 2014. The image 

depicted a car in a snow bank and he reported he posted, "be careful driving out there." 

Officer Klimmek reported he had been using the name, "Joseph Klimax" for a year on Facebook. 

Prior to a year ago, Officer Klimmek was using his true name on Facebook. I played the audio-

video from 3/11/2014 as aired by Fox-9 news. After viewing the video, I asked Officer Klimmek 

what the video meant to him. 

Officer Klimmek reported, "It didn't look good, I definitely need to choose who I allow on 

Facebook." I presented screen-shots of the video to Officer Klimmek. The screen-shots were 

numbered A-H. I asked for an explanation of the screen shots (below.) 
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Screen-shot post A: 

1211 Joseph KIWax 

3 mu dors in 3 days and it's not oven warm 
yet? This could be a busy year finally. 

Officer Klimmek's explanation of screen shot-A, "What I mean is it's been slow, you know slow, 
and police officers like working, because you know, we want to...to...to be out there fighting 
crime, just like firefighters want to fight fires and doctors want to perform surgery — so that's 

what that meant, we like to be busy." 
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Screen-shot post B: 

to -10.11,62.1 
)01,10111J)11.V/h/AA 

Post 

13.43 
Joseph Klimax 
Yesterday at 3:48 PM 

3 murders in 3 days and it's not even warm 
yet? This could be a busy year finally. 

0121 0 ■ 441 1.10 4') 

Officer Klimmek's explanation of screen-shot B, "I was not glorifying murders — just glorifying the 

fact that I could be busy, which is why I said, "a busy year finally," not "a murderous year finally,' 

or anything like that." 
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