
within 21 feet of AP/Sandcrane, who remained seated cross-legged on the floor of the 

bedroom. (AP/Sandcrane was sitting with her back against the bedroom wall and was 

facing officers.) Sgt. Olson had arrived at some time during the contact with 

AP/Sandcrane, however, Officer Friestleben did not recall if backup officers were 

requested (Visinet Records indicate that Squad 361, Squad 306, and Squad 8321 were 

dispatched to the call, and that Squad 8321 was cancelled prior to Squad 361 arriving at 

the call). 

Officer Friestleben did not see Officer Lehner move in and kick AP/Sandcrane in the 

face. According to Officer Friestleben, she was multi-tasking- watching the closet doors 

to the bedroom, watching AP/Sandcrane's hand, and watching the doorway. After 

Officer Lehner kicked AP/Sandcrane, both officers jumped on top of her and handcuffed 

her without further incident. 

According to Officer Friestleben, attempts to de-escalate the situation through verbal 

commands did not result in compliance by AP/Sandcrane. Neither officers carry a taser, 

nor were other force options were not considered, including the use of OC spray or soft-

empty handed techniques. Officer Friestleben considered that AP/Sandcrane was 

"actively resisting" during their attempt to get her to comply by putting down the knife 

and getting her to move away from it. Officer Friestleben did not state whether a 

"reasonable amount of force" was used or not, but did state that "I believe we used 

enough force". Officer Friestleben indicated that she has never received training through 

the Minneapolis Police Department to use a kicking strike to the head or face. 
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Statement of Sgt. Karl Olson- 3rd Precinct 13.43 Supervisor 

Sgt. Karl Olson was interviewed in the Internal Affairs Unit Office on July 19th, 2012, 

regarding this case. Sgt. Olson stated that he responded to the PERWEA call because 

other officers were tied up, he was in close proximity of the call, and it was near the end 

of 13.43 . Sgt. Olson stated that when he arrived on the call, Officer Lehner and 

Officer Friestleben were dealing with a party out front. This individual, identified as 

Lequisha Milon, was secured in the squad car and all three officers went inside the 

apartment building to apartment #202. Once at apartment #202, Officer Lehner entered 

first and Sgt. Olson was the last to enter. Officer Lehner and Officer Friestleben 

referenced a female by name that was in the living room/kitchen area (Melanie Hanks), 

and it appeared that both officers knew her. Officers initially spoke with Ms. Hanks and 

Officer Lehner reportedly made his way down the hallway. Sgt. Olson recalled that 

Officer Friestleben started to go down the hallway (in the direction of Officer Lehner), 

but Sgt. Olson stated that he could not see down the hallway because both officers were 

in front of him and he was still keeping an eye on Ms. Hanks. Sgt. Olson described it as 

"weird" because he was aware that officers were engaging somebody but he was 

watching "our backside, too". Sgt. Olson did not observe anyone else in the apartment 

and did not recall hearing any verbal commands because he was focused on Ms. Hanks, 

who was behind them at that point. Sgt. Olson approximated that the whole incident 

from the time that officers arrived and Officer Lehner proceeded down the hallway was 

thirty seconds. 
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Sgt. Olson stated that while standing in the living room area with Ms. Hanks he heard a 

"clunk" (or "thump") and "that's when it drew my attention that they were actually 

dealing with somebody". Sgt. Olson observed that Officer Friestleben had a knife in her 

hand and a female (AP/Sandcrane) was being handcuffed by officers. Sgt. Olson stated 

that once AP/Sandcrane was handcuffed she was "super uncooperative". He described 

her demeanor as being "a little zoned out, not real with it as far as paying attention to 

anything we had to say". He further stated that she was swearing at officers, saying "fuck 

you" and "get out of my house". As far as being zoned out, Sgt. Olson stated that 

AP/Sandcrane would not look at officers and would ignore them, and then she would 

start swearing, essentially alternating between the two behaviors. Sgt. Olson described 

AP/Sandcrane as being able to follow verbal directions if needed, because once the 

ambulance got there, she was able to comply with what they were doing at first. Sgt. 

Olson indicated that AP/Sandcrane had a bloody nose and recalled that it was possible 

that there was swelling of her upper lip, too. 

Sgt. Olson stated that he does carry a taser and that Officer Lehner did not consult with 

him about using a taser on AP/Sandcrane. Sgt. Olson also stated that the officers did not 

consult with him about the way they were going to proceed with the call. Sgt. Olson 

completed a Supervisor Force Review for the force used against AP/Sandcrane. He 

stated that her demeanor during his questioning of her was "completely uncooperative-

wouldn't answer any questions". 

12 

1228143



When asked if he was ever trained by the Minneapolis Police Department to use a 

kicking strike to the head or face, Sgt. Olson responded by saying that he would 

constitute it as a deadly force situation. Based on the circumstances that Sgt. Olson 

observed and Officer Lehner's account, Sgt. Olson considered this incident a deadly force 

situation. Sgt. Olson stated that he believed that Officer Lehner's actions were 

reasonable and within policy. 

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS AND RECOMMENDATION 

Allegation # 1 It is alleged that on April 27th, 2012 at a "PERWEA" call at 2220 14th

Avenue South, Apartment #202, Officer Blayne Lehner used unreasonable force when he 

kicked AP/Kimberly AP/Sandcrane in the face during the arrest process. If this 

allegation is found to be true it would violate the following department policy: 

5-300 Use of Force 

5-301.01 POLICY (10/16/02) (08/17/07) 

Based on the Fourth Amendment's "reasonableness" standard, sworn MPD employees 

shall only use the amount of force that is objectively reasonable in light of the facts and 

circumstances known to that employee at the time force is used. The force used shall be 

consistent with current MPD training. 

5-302 USE OF FORCE DEFINITIONS (10/16/02) (10/01/10) 

Active Aggression: Behavior initiated by a subject that may or may not be in response to 

police efforts to bring the person into custody or control. A subject engages in active 

aggression when presenting behaviors that constitute an assault or the circumstances 

reasonably indicate that an assault or injury to any person is likely to occur at any 

moment. (10/01/10) (04/16/12) 

Active Resistance: A response to police efforts to bring a person into custody or control 
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for detainment or arrest. A subject engages in active resistance when engaging in physical 

actions (or verbal behavior reflecting an intention) to make it more difficult for officers 

to achieve actual physical control. (10/01/10) (04/16/12) 

Passive Resistance: A response to police efforts to bring a person into custody or 

control for detainment or arrest. This is behavior initiated by a subject, when the subject 

does not comply with verbal or physical control efforts, yet the subject does not attempt 

to defeat an officer's control efforts. (10/01/10) (04/16/12) 

Objectively Reasonable Force: The amount and type of force that would be considered 

rational and logical to an "objective" officer on the scene, supported by facts and 

circumstances known to an officer at the time force was used. (08/17/07) 

Use of Force: Any intentional police contact involving: (08/17/07) (10/01/10) 

• The use of any weapon, substance, vehicle, equipment, tool, 

device or animal that inflicts pain or produces injury to another; or 

• Any physical strike to any part of the body of another; 

• Any physical contact with a person that inflicts pain or produces 

injury to another; or 

• Any restraint of the physical movement of another that is applied 

in a manner or under circumstances likely to produce injury. 

5-303 AUTHORIZED USE OF FORCE (10/16/02) (08/17/07) 

Minn. Stat. §609.06 subd. 1 states, "When authorized...except as otherwise provided in 

subdivision 2, reasonable force may be used upon or toward the person of another 

without the other's consent when the following circumstances exist or the actor 

reasonably believes them to exist: 

When used by a public officer or one assisting a public officer under the public officer's 

direction: 

• In effecting a lawful arrest; or 

• In the execution of legal process; or 

• In enforcing an order of the court; or 

• In executing any other duty imposed upon the public officer by law." 
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In addition to Minn. Stat. §609.06 sub. 1, MPD policies shall utilize the United States 
Supreme Court decision in Graham vs. Connor as a guideline for reasonable force. 

The Graham vs. Connor case references that: 

"Because the test of reasonableness under the Fourth Amendment is not capable of 
precise definition or mechanical application, its proper application requires careful 
attention to the facts and circumstances of each particular case, including: 

• The severity of the crime at issue, 

• Whether the suspect poses an immediate threat to the safety of the officers or others, 
and; 

• Whether he is actively resisting arrest or attempting to evade arrest by flight. 

The "reasonableness" of a particular use of force must be judged from the perspective of 
the reasonable officer 

The calculus of reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police officers 
are often forced to make split-second judgments - in circumstances that are tense, 
uncertain, and rapidly evolving - about the amount of force that is necessary in a 
particular situation." 

Authorized use of force requires careful attention to the facts and circumstances of each 
case. Sworn MPD employees shall write a detailed, comprehensive report for each 
instance in which force was used 

Investigative Facts 

• Officer Lehner has been employed as a police officer with the City of 

Minneapolis since December 7th, 1998. Officer Lehner was assigned to 3rd

Precinct 13.43 on April 27th, 2012. 

• On April 27th, 2012, Officer Lehner and Officer Friestleben of Squad 361 

responded to 2220 14th Avenue South, Apt. #202, on a report of a PERWEA. 

Remarks of the call and witnesses at the scene indicate that a Native American 
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