
appeared visibly upset. He also doesn't know what would have happened if another 
supervisor was not present and intervened. Officer Domek told him "I can't believe what 
happened". Sgt. Mercil did have two other persons that may have heard the altercation 
and gave both of their names, Prince Martin Sr. and Roslyn Safford. 

Sgt. Mercil was called by Lt. Grainger regarding the incident. He did not know 
for sure how Lt. Grainger heard about the incident but explained the facts to the Lt. Sgt. 
Mercil went on to explain that he did not think the situation was threatening as he did not 
put on his bullet proof vest when he approached the scene and if he would have been sure 
that there was a gun in the vehicle he would have put his vest on before approaching the 
scene. He also said that he was getting information from several officers prior to the stop 
and that if he had known there was a gun in the vehicle he would have aired that 
information. 

Sgt. Steve Mosey statement summary 

Sgt. Mosey said he responded to assist a 13.43 car with a traffic stop. He knew 
the 13.43 was the 13.43 and that the stop might be for guns. He arrived from the 
opposite direction and he could see that Officers Lukes and Babekuhl were approaching 
the van and up at the sides. When he got out he was approached by Sgt. Mercil, Officer 
Domek and Officer Thole. HE asked why they were stopping the vehicle and Sgt. Mercil 
said they had information that a 14 year old named Daniel Hart may be in the vehicle 
could possibly be armed. He again stated that this was only possible and that they had no 
hard evidence. He approached the van and observed the occupants and saw a male about 
14 years old and asked him his name. The male responded nervously, Daniel. He put 
hands on him and removed him from the vehicle and then the investigators took control 

- of the-suspect. - He then heard someone yell "gun, gun" and saw the officers taking-the 
suspect into custody and recovering a gun. 

After the suspect was arrested, he heard Officer Lukes saying, "this is bullshit, my 
life was in jeopardy, I didn't know there was a gun in the van." He could see that Officer 
Lukes was agitated and didn't believe he had any reason to be because it doesn't matter 
who is in the vehicle, you should always use officer safety. He told Officer Lukes to 
calm down and he would handle things. He started talking to one of the other occupants 
in the vehicle and then heard Officer Lukes say "I'm gonna punch you in the face". He 
then started walking back to Officer Lukes location. Sgt. Mercil and Officer Domek 
were also there. He then heard Sgt. Mercil say "did you threaten me? Did you threaten 
me?". At that point he knew Officer Lukes was out of line and told him not to say 
another word and to leave the scene. He then had officers take personal items off of 
Officer Lukes squad so he could leave. 

Sgt. Mosey went on to say he has never heard an officer threaten another officer 
in his career. He also said that if Officer Lukes did not know what the stop was for he 
should have inquired prior to making the stop. 
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Officer Joshua Domek statement summary 

He was working on 5/15/13 at approximately 1545 hours as the passenger in an 
unmarked police vehicle with Sergeant Mercil, who was driving. He received 
information from Officer Thole to stop and ID occupants in a vehicle on an encrypted 
channel and Sergeant Mercil was trying to air that information while following the 
suspect vehicle. Domek said they had information about the possible suspect, Daniel 
Hart, and that he received information that he was known to possess a firearm in the past 
but had proof that he was armed on this day or that he was in the vehicle. 

After the marked squad initiated the stop he approached the scene on foot, in plain 
clothes and was not wearing a bullet proof vest as he did not feel it necessary at that time. 
As he was approaching the scene, Sergeant Mosey approached him and Sgt. Mercil and 
asked why the car was being stopped. They explained that the vehicle is of interest in an 
investigation and a, possible person of interest, Daniel Hart, may be in the vehicle and he 
has in the past had weapons. They identified Daniel Hart as being one of the occupants 
in the vehicle and removed him and walked him back to one of the marked squads. As he 
was searching Hart, Hart sprung backwards from the car and stuffed his right hand into 
his waistband and he then heard Sergeant Mercil yell that he had a gun. They pushed 
Hart to the ground and were able to recover the firearm and handcuff Hart. 

After Hart was handcuffed he returned to the side of the suspect vehicle and heard 
Officer Lukes making comments similar to "this is fucked up" and "what the fuck" in 
front of the other occupants in the vehicle. Officer Lukes was walking away from the 
van when he heard these comments and then he saw Officer Lukes approach Sgt. Mercil 
near the back of the van. He could not hear what exactly was said but did hear more 
profanity from Officer Lukes. He then approached Officer Lukes and Sergeant Mercil to 
-figure out what they were gonna do and-heard Sergeant Mercil say "yeah,-this is-fucked-
up". He then heard Officer Lukes say "Don't say another fuckin' word to me". Domek 
said Sergeant Mercil appeared stunned by this and tried to initiate conversation with 
Officer Lukes again and Officer Lukes made a comment to Sergeant Mercil similar to 
that if he said another word he was gonna punch him in the face. Officer Lukes then 
started to walk away and Sergeant Mosey approached and inquired as to what was going 
on and dealt with Officer Lukes. Domek said that what he heard was the most 
unprofessional thing he has seen from cop to cop in front of people. Domek observed 
Officer Lukes' demeanor and believes he meant what he said about punching Sergeant 
Mercil in the face. 

Domek did say that some of the civilians at the scene heard what was going on 
and commented to him that "I can't believe that guy just talked to the other cop like that" 
and the female also said, "Yeah, that was really fucked up, I can't believe that either". 
Domek said he was embarrassed by the situation and did not know what to say to the 
civilians. Domek said he learned later that Officer Lukes was upset that there was a gun 
in the vehicle and that someone should have told him, but they did not know for sure that 
there was a gun in the vehicle. He went on to say that all stops are dangerous and you 
just can't come in "with guns blazing" when you don't have cause. 
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Officer Brian Thole statement summary 

He stated that he had obtained information about the young male possibly being 
in the vehicle and that he had seen a Facebook photo from months earlier that showed 
him with a gun. He had no knowledge that the male had the gun on this day, and only 
had information that he might be in the vehicle that was stopped. He was at the traffic 
stop but did not hear anything between Officer Lukes and Sgt. Mercil. 

DOC Officer Dave Schiebel statement summary 

He said he overheard Mpls squads call for assistance to stop a vehicle. They lost 
the vehicle somewhere around 27th and Fremont and then aired that the vehicle was 
stopped southbound just north of 26th on Humboldt Ave N. He arrived with other Mpls 
Officers and when he got there they were removing what he believed was a small child 
from the vehicle. As they were walking the male towards one of the squads, he started 
struggling and he was pushed to the ground. He drew his weapon and pointed it at the 
suspect and officers recovered a gun and handcuffed him. He left a short time after that 
and did not hear any altercation between officers. 

Civilian Roslyn Saffold statement summary 

She said she was present at the scene and was sitting in the vehicle in the seat 
directly behind the driver seat. She said the side sliding door and rear door were open 
and she did not hear anybody threaten to punch anyone. She did hear someone saying 
"get the fuck out of here" and "who the fuck are you talking to?" She could not say for 
sure who was saying what but said there was a black officer and a blond white officer and 

-a bald white officer involved.- - - - - - 

Summary of Facts 
• Officers with the Weapons Unit requested a vehicle stop. 
• Weapons Unit officers did not give any information about a gun in the vehicle 
• Officer Lukes pulled himself from a report call to assist on a traffic stop 
• Officer Lukes made a traffic stop for another unit and approached the passenger 

side of the vehicle to ID occupants 
• Officers removed a young black male, Daniel Hart, from the suspicious vehicle 

and arrested him for possession of a firearm 
• Officer Lukes admitted that he said "I'll knock you out" to another officer but did 

not know who the officer was and did not consider this a threat 
• Sgt. Mercil admitted that Officer Lukes threatened him by saying, "you say 

another word to me and I'm gonna punch you in the face". 
• Sgt. Mercil believed what Officer Lukes said and thought he would follow 

through with the threat had Sgt. Mosey not been there. 
• Officer Domek heard Officer Lukes say to Sgt. Mercil that if he said another word 

he would punch him in the face. 

1208106



• Sgt. Mosey heard Officer Lukes say "I'm gonna punch you in the face" but did not 
know at first who he said it to until he approached Officer Lukes and Sgt. Mercil 
said, "Did you threaten me? Did you threaten me?". 

• Officers said Officer Lukes was upset and they thought he meant what he had said 
about punching Sgt. Mercil in the face and might have followed through if Sgt. 
Mosey had not intervened. 

• Officer Domek and Sgt. Mercil said the civilians at the scene heard the comments 
but only one witness, Safford, gave a statement admitting there was an altercation 
between officers but she could not say for sure who said what. 

The allegation in this case is that Officer Lukes threatened Sgt. Mercil by saying "you say 
another word to me and I'm gonna punch you in the face" and that it was said loud 
enough for other officers and civilians to hear it. The allegation falls under the listed 
Policy and Procedures: 

5-105 PROFESSIONAL CODE OF CONDUCT 

(A-D) 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

12. Employees shall treat all fellow employees with respect. They shall be 
courteous and civil at all times with one another. When on duty in the 
presence of other employees or the public, officers should be referred to 
by rank. 

13.43 - Personnel Data 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Sgt. Bradley Simonson 
Internal Affairs Unit 

1208108



Minneapolis 
City of Lakes 

Police Department 

Janee L. Harteau 
Chief of Police 

350 South 5th Street - Room 130 
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1389 

612 673-2735 
TTY 612 673-2157 

Officer Eric Lukes 
Fourth Precinct 
Minneapolis Police Department 

June 30, 2014 

RE: IAU Case Number #13-87 
Notice of Suspension (20 hours suspension without pay) 

Officer Lukes, 

The finding for IAU Case #13-87 is as follows: 

13.43 - Personnel Data 
MPD PIP 5-105.12 Code of Conduct — Treat Employees with Respect...SUSTAINED 
(Category C) 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

As discipline for this incident you are suspended for 20 hours without pay. This case will 
remain a "C" violation and will remain on file until 05/15/2018, which is from the date of 
incident. This case will remain in IAU files per the record retention guidelines mandated by 
State Law. 

Be advised that any additional violations of Department Rules and Regulations may result in 
more severe disciplinary action up to and including discharge from employment. 

Call 
Minneapolis 

City Information 
and Services 

Sincerely, 

Janee Harteau 
Chief of Police 

By: Matthew Clark 
Assistant Chief 

www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us 

Affirmative Action Employer 
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Page 2 
Officer Eric Lukes 
Suspension Letter 

I, Officer Eric Lukes, acknowledge receipt of this 
Notice of Suspension. 

icer Eric u /  es 

Inspector Kjo 

CC: Personnel 
IAU 
Inspector Kjos 

2©//)707 
Date of Receipt 
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