
I watched the Cottage Grove P.D. squad video of the traffic stop performed on Officer 

McTaggart. Officer Overbey approached the front, passenger side window of the 

vehicle; The squad audio is not very clear. In the initial contact, I did 

not hear Officer McTaggart identify himself as a police officer to Officer Overbey. In 

Officer Overbey's offense report he states that McTaggart handed him a small black, 

flip-style carrier. The carrier contained McTaggart's Minnesota driver's license and 

his Minneapolis Police Identification card. After he is asked for his license, I could 

hear Officer Overbey ask McTaggart if he was a police officer. Officer Overbey can 

be heard asking McTaggart if he had been drinking. McTaggart stated that he had 

consumed three drinks at a friend's house. 

Officer Overbey inquires about the P.B.T. in the vehicle, located on the front 

passenger seat. McTaggart tells him that he blew a .05, prior to driving. 

Officer Overbey goes back to his squad and runs McTaggart's driving information. 

Officer Overbey then calls for a supervisor to come to his location; Sgt. Coffey. Once 

Sgt. Coffey arrived, Officer Overbey returns to McTaggart's vehicle. He informs 

McTaggart that based on his erratic driving, slurred speech, watery eyes and the 

odor of alcohol, he was being asked to perform some field sobriety tests. McTaggart 

refuses to do the tests. 

Officer Overbey informs McTaggart that he is under arrest for D.U.I. and asks him to 

exit the vehicle. McTaggart is asked if he is carrying his duty weapon. McTaggart 
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can be heard stating that he is carrying a gun and indicates that it is on his hip. 

Officer Overbey asks him if he is supposed to be carrying a firearm while drinking 

alcohol. McTaggart can be heard saying, "no." McTaggart is placed into custody 

without incident. Officer Overbey retrieved a Smith & Wesson .38 Special with the 

serial number 

loaded. 

13.37 rom a holster on McTaggart's hip. The weapon was fully 

An inventory search is conducted on the vehicle, prior to it being towed. The P.B.T. 

was recovered from the front passenger seat. A ballistic vest inside of an outer 

carrier was found in the trunk. The ballistic vest had a police badge with the City of 

Howard Lake on the carrier. 

McTaggart was transported to the Cottage Grove Police Department and brought to 

the Booking Room. McTaggart is given time to make phone calls. McTaggart is 

administered a breath test on a DMT DataMaster G. McTaggart's first subject sample 

was .172. The second sample registered at .180 with an ending reported value of 

.17. McTaggart was issued a citation for 4th degree D.W.I and for registering over 

.08 and given the necessary D.W.I. paperwork. 

McTaggart was released to . Hofius was given McTaggart's 

handgun and the ballistic vest. 

6 

1207903



Case Statements: 

On 8/07/13, I conducted a recorded phone interview with Officer Overbey of the 

Cottage Grove Police Dept. Officer Overbey gave me a summary of his offense report 

on the arrest of McTaggart. This account correlated/concurred with the offense 

report. I asked Overbey if when he stopped McTaggart if he ever verbally identified 

himself as a police officer. Overbey stated again that McTaggart handed him a flip 

style identification holder that contained both his MN driver's license and his Mpls. 

Police identification. Overbey stated that that gesture made it obvious to him that 

McTaggart was attempting to show him that he was a fellow police officer. I asked 

Overbey if McTaggart ever asked him for preferential treatment. He stated that he 

did not. 

Overbey was asked if McTaggart informed him that he was armed. Overbey stated 

that when he asked McTaggart if he was armed, he stated that he was. Overbey was 

asked if McTaggart ever mentioned if he owned the P.B.T. found in his vehicle or if it 

was the property of the Mpls. Police Dept. Overbey stated that it was not discussed. 

Overbey was asked if McTaggart gave him an explanation for why a City of Howard 

Lake P.D. ballistic vest and carrier were found in the trunk of his vehicle. Overbey 

stated that McTaggart informed him that he used to work for that police department 

several years ago. 
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Overbey was asked about the overall behavior of McTaggart during the arrest 

procedure. Overbey stated that McTaggart's behavior was fine. 

Overbey was asked about the behavior of MB when he picked up 

McTaggart from Cottage Grove P.D. Headquarters. Overbey stated that he had no 

issues with his conduct. 

I asked Officer Overbey if he had anything else to add to this statement that I had not 

asked him. Officer Overbey stated that he did not. The interview was concluded 

shortly thereafter. 

I later received a signed copy of Officer Overbey's statement. 

On 8/14/13, I conducted a recorded phone interview with Sgt. Coffey of the Cottage 

Grove Police Dept. Sgt. Coffey gave me a brief synopsis of the arrest of McTaggart. 

Sgt. Coffey informed me that he was the assigned patrol sergeant for the night in 

question. He was contacted by Officer Overbey and asked to respond to the scene. 

He was then informed about the traffic stop. Sgt. Coffey stated that Officer Overbey 

informed him that the individual he stopped; Officer McTaggart gave him a police 

identification card, along with his driver's license. Officer Overbey had reason to 

believe that Officer McTaggart was impaired and that he was going to try to perform 

some field sobriety tests on Officer McTaggart. 
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I asked Sgt. Coffey to describe McTaggart's behavior during the arrest. Sgt. Coffey 

stated that McTaggart refused to perform field sobriety tests; which was his right. 

Sgt. Coffey stated that when Officer Overbey asked him to exit the vehicle, he asked 

Officer McTaggart if he was armed. Officer McTaggart indicated he had a gun on his 

right hip. Officer Overbey removed a .38 caliber handgun from the holster and gave 

it to Sgt. Coffey for safe keeping. Sgt. Coffey stated that Officer McTaggart was taken 

into custody without incident. 

I asked Sgt. Coffey about the inventory search of Officer McTaggart's vehicle prior to 

it being towed. Sgt. Coffey stated that a P.B.T. was found on the front passenger seat 

and a ballistic vest was found in the trunk. The vest carrier was from the City of 

Howard Lake P.D. 

I asked Sgt. Coffey if he ever heard McTaggart ask for preferential treatment because 

he was a police officer. Sgt. Coffey stated that he did not. 

I asked Sgt. Coffey to describe McTaggart's behavior at the Cottage Grove Police 

Headquarters. Sgt. Coffey believed that McTaggart was trying to "stall the process" 

as long as he could. Sgt. Coffey stated that McTaggart was on the phone for an 

extended period of time and continued to ask questions about the process. 
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I asked Sgt. Coffey if he was present when Minneapolis Police 

came to the Cottage Grove Headquarters to pick up McTaggart. Sgt. Coffey stated 

that he was. I asked Sgt. Coffey if he had any issues with Officer Hofius's conduct. 

He stated that he did not. 

I asked Sgt. Coffey if he had anything else to add to this statement that I had not 

asked him. Sgt. Coffey stated that he did not. The interview was concluded shortly 

thereafter. 

On 10/17/13 at approximately 0530 hours, Officer McTaggart came to the Internal 

Affairs Unit to give me a statement in regards to IAU case #13-17432. Officer 

McTaggart brought Lt. Delmonico as his Federation Representative. Officer 

McTaggart read and signed the Data Practices Advisory; Tennessen Warning. In a 

recorded statement I advised Officer McTaggart about Garrity and he stated he 

understood. 

I advised Officer McTaggart that the purpose of this statement related to an internal 

investigation, and specifically an administrative review that was being conducted 

and that he have been accused of violating the MPD Code of Ethics, 5-102 by 

operating a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol on July 27th, 2013, at 

approximately 2325 hours, in the City of Cottage Grove. That he was also being 

accused of the following violations: the MPD Code of Ethics, 

MPD Code 
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of Conduct, 5-105.20, Possession of your duty weapon or other firearm while 

consuming alcohol. MPD Equipment-Employee Responsibility, 

policy. 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

13.43 - Personnel Data  hall constitute a violation of this 

Officer McTaggart acknowledged that he was being called to explain the 

circumstances regarding this event. 

Officer McTaggart acknowledged that on the evening of July 27th, 2013, he was 

driving his motor vehicle and was stopped by a Cottage Grove Police officer. I asked 

Officer McTaggart if he knew why he had been stopped. He stated that he did not. 

He stated that the officer did not tell him. 

Officer McTaggart was asked where the stop occurred and at approximately what 

time. He believed the stop occurred on Highway 61 near Innovation Road at 

approximately 2300 hours. 

Officer McTaggart was asked if he had been drinking alcohol prior to the stop. He 

stated that he had. 

Officer McTaggart was asked if the officer that stopped him had asked him to do 

field sobriety tests. Officer McTaggart stated that he did. Officer McTaggart stated 

that he respectfully declined to do the tests. This was based on previous advice 
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given to him by his attorney. I asked him if the officer forced him to do the tests and 

he stated that he did not. 

Officer McTaggart was asked if the officer administered a preliminary breath test on 

the scene. He stated that he did not. Officer McTaggart was later placed under 

arrest for D.W.I. and transported to the Cottage Grove Police Department. 

Officer McTaggart was asked if while at the Cottage Grove Police Department, if he 

submitted to a test to determine his blood alcohol level. He stated that he did. He 

stated that his blood alcohol level was 0.17. Officer McTaggart was processed and 

released for misdemeanor D.W.I. A sober individual later picked him up from the 

police station. 

Officer McTaggart was asked if after his release, if he contacted a supervisor with 

the Minneapolis Police Department. He stated that he contacted Sgt. Klukow, who 

informed him to contact Sgt. Karl Olson. The Internal Affairs Unit was contacted. 

Officer McTaggart was asked if he had had a court appearance in regards to the 

charges. He stated that his lawyer went to the initial hearing and that a pre-trial 

date had been set for 11/14/13. 

Officer McTaggart was asked if during the traffic stop if he used his police 

identification or badge to try to influence the outcome of the stop. He stated that he 

12 

1207909


