
his behavior detailed in the report. When asked if his verbal reminders to the Lt. that he 

was a police officer was an attempt to sway Lt. Erickson he said that he "was drunk and 

after reading his report, I would assume that was my intention". He clearly felt that his 

consumption of alcohol had a negative influence on his behavior and the things he said to 

Lt. Erickson. 

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS AND RECOMMENDATION 

Allegation # 1 

It is alleged that on 11-12-11 Sgt. Brian Menne was arrested for and subsequently 

charged with DUI in violation of Minnesota State Statutes. A test to determine his Blood 

Alcohol Content indicated it to be over the statutory limit allowed to operate a motor 

vehicle. If the evidence indicates this allegation is true it would be a violation of the 

following MPD Policy and Procedure: 

5-102 CODE OF ETHICS (08/01/91) 

(A-D) 

All sworn and civilian members of the department shall conduct themselves in a 
professional and ethical manner at all times and not engage in any on or off-duty conduct 
that would tarnish or offend the ethical standards of the department. Employees shall 
abide by the City's Ethics in Government Policy, Chapter 15. (05/23/07) 
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Investigative Facts 

- On 11-12-11 Sgt. Menne was operating a motor vehicle on Hwy 52 in the City of 

West St. Paul 

- He was clocked driving 70 mph in a 55 mph zone by Lt. Erickson, an officer with 

the Minnesota State Patrol. 

- Lt. Erickson stopped Sgt. Menne and identified him with his Minnesota Drivers 

License. 

- Lt. Erickson detected signs of alcohol consumption by Sgt. Menne and 

investigated further by conducting field sobriety tests. 

Lt. Erickson indicates in his report that Sgt. Menne failed the field sobriety tests 

and was placed under arrest for DUI. 

Lt. Erickson read Sgt. Menne the Implied Consent Law and Sgt. Menne agreed to 

submit to a breath test to determine his Blood Alcohol Content. 

- The results of the test was .15% which is in excess of that allowed by State 

Statute to operate a motor vehicle. 

Sgt. Menne was charged with DUI under Minnesota State Statutes. 

- On 12-8-11 Sgt. Menne pleaded guilty to DUI in the Dakota County District 

Court and the Court accepted his plea. 
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Allegation #2 

It is alleged that on 11-12-11 Sgt. Brian Menne attempted to use his position as a 

Minneapolis Police Officer to influence another officers' investigation. If the evidence 

indicates this is true it would be a violation of the following MPD Policy and Procedure: 

5-102 CODE OF ETHICS (08/01/91) 

(A-D) 

All sworn and civilian members of the department shall conduct themselves in a 
professional and ethical manner at all times and not engage in any on or off-duty conduct 
that would tarnish or offend the ethical standards of the department. Employees shall 
abide by the City's Ethics in Government Policy, Chapter 15. (05/23/07) 

Investigative facts 

- On 11-12-11 Sgt. Brian Menne was driving on Hwy 52 in the City of West St. 

Paul. 

He was clocked by a Minnesota Highway Patrol officer at 70 mph in a 55 mph 

zone and stopped. 

According to Lt. Erickson's report when he approached the vehicle, Sgt. Menne 

handed him his Minnesota Drivers License and his MPD ID card with the ID card 

on top. Lt. Erickson handed the ID card back to him and had him step out of the 

car. 

Lt. Erickson had detected signs that Sgt. Menne may be under the influence of 

alcohol and began to investigate further. 

According to the report Sgt. Menne told Lt. Erickson that he had been a police 

officer for 16 years and the report seems to indicate he said this to him twice. 
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- Sgt. Menne did not remember giving Lt. Erickson his ID card or telling him he 

had been a Police Officer for 16 years but does not dispute Lt. Erickson's report. 

- Sgt. Menne said that he would assume his intent in identifying himself as a PO 

was to sway Lt. Erickson from arresting him. 

Sgt.Menne was arrested for DUI and subsequently charged and convicted after 

pleading guilty to DUI. 

Case Summary 

It is undisputed that on 11-12-11 Sgt. Menne was driving a vehicle on Hwy 52 in West 

St. Paul where he was clocked at 70 mph in a 55 mph zone by State Patrol Lt. Erickson. 

Lt. Erickson stopped him and detected evidence that Sgt. Menne had been drinking. 

After conducting Field Sobriety Tests, Sgt. Menne was arrested for DUI. He submitted 

to a breath test which showed his BAC to be .15%. He was subsequently charged with 

and pleaded guilty to DUI in Dakota County District Court. 

In his IAU interview Sgt. Menne admits that he had been drinking just prior to driving 

the vehicle and being arrested. He said that he pleaded guilty and admitted his guilt to 

the Court. This is Sgt. Menne's first and only drinking/driving offense. His driving 

privileges are Valid at this time and he has met all conditions imposed on him by the 

Court. 
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In regard to the allegation that he attempted to use his position as a Police Officer to 

influence Lt. Erickson's investigation, Sgt. Menne stated that he did not remember giving 

Lt. Erickson his Police ID or telling the Lt. that he was a police officer. He said that he 

has read Lt. Erickson's report and does not dispute what is stated about what he said and 

did. He said that he had been drinking and attributes his actions and poor recall of 

specific events to his intoxication at that time. 

Lt. Erickson's report paints a very unflattering picture of Sgt. Mennes' behavior with 

regard to the things he said to the Lt. It is noted that there was no physical resistance on 

Sgt. Mennes' part. Lt. Erickson felt safe enough to place Sgt. Menne in his squad car 

without placing him in handcuffs. 

According to the report, Sgt. Menne told Lt. Erickson that he had been a police officer for 

16 years. After being placed in the squad car he pleaded with the Lt. to park his car and 

take him home. Sgt. Menne directed several unkind remarks towards Lt. Erickson such 

as "God, you're a fucking hero" and "I don't need your shit Lientenant.". Sgt. Menne did 

not remember saying these things but does not dispute Lt. Erickson's report. Sgt. Menne 

attributes his behavior to his state of intoxication at the time. 

To Sgt. Mennes' credit he seemed genuinely sorry and remorseful for the events 

surrounding his arrest to the point of appearing to this investigator of being embarrassed. 

He stated that even though he doesn't remember giving Lt. Erickson his ID card or 

reminding him he was a Police Officer, he assumes that he did those things in the hopes 
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of swaying Lt. Erickson's decision to arrest him. Whatever his intent was it did not have 

any affect on Lt. Erickson's proceeding with his duties and ultimately making the arrest. 

I confirm that the information I provided in this case is true to the best of my knowledge. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sgt. Denno 

Internal Affairs Unit 
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