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has no permanent residence in Minnesota. 

During the course of this investigation it was revealed that Ritschel had not completed a CAPRS reported associated with 
this incident and as such the City Attorney's Office dismissed the charges against the complainant. It was also discovered 
that Ritschel failed to sign-on as a part-time officer during the time the incident occurred. 

The complainant alleges that he was injured and his bike was damaged when Ritschel threw him to the ground 

RECOMMENDATION 
(Preliminary Cases Only) 

❑ Reckoning Period Expired Before Complaint was Filed 
❑ No Basis for Complaint 
❑ Suspended Pending Further Information 
❑ Refer to Precinct with Coaching Documentation 
❑ Exceptionally Cleared 
❑ Policy Failure 
❑ Other 
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MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Internal Affairs Unit 

September 17, 2010 
Administrative Case: 10-165 
Sergeant Jason Case 

CASE BACKGROUND 

On August 16, 2010, I was assigned to investigate a complaint that had been made against Sergeant Peter 

Ritschel (hereinafter referred to as Ritschel). The complainant (hereinafter referred to as Dahl) sent a 

signed letter to the Internal Affairs Unit in which he alleges that on 6/9/10 there was an incident involving 

Ritschel near the Mar-Ten parking garage exit which is adjacent to 10th Street. According to Dahl he was 

in the bike lane stopped waiting for cars that were exiting the parking ramp onto 10th Street. Ritschel had 

his back towards Dahl and was standing in the middle of 10th street directing traffic. Dahl started to ride 

his bike after he observed Ritschel drop his arms, turn-around, and walk back toward the sidewalk. 

Ritschel pulled Dahl from his bike, threw him to the ground, and told Dahl he was under arrest. 

Subsequent to being handcuffed, Dahl was picked up from the ground by Ritschel and walked over to a 

nearby wall. Ritschel pushed Dahl up against the wall after which Ritschel began to lecture Dahl on how 

he (Ritschel) was the law and that Dahl needed to respect his (Ritschel's) authority. This was done in 

front of bystanders who had stopped to watch the incident unfold. 

According to Dahl, Ritschel walked away for several minutes and upon his return, "shoved" a citation 

into Dahl's shirt pocket. Ritschel removed the handcuffs and told Dahl that he was lucky that he was not 

going to jail and ended the encounter by saying, "Go." After leaving the area Dahl looked at the citation 

and discovered that Ritschel had "clipped" his Wisconsin DL, making it invalid. 

Dahl asserts that he did nothing wrong as he was never instructed and/or ordered by Ritschel to stop. The 

complainant states that he had explained to Ritschel that he had recently graduated college and as such 

has no permanent residence in Minnesota. Dahl also claims that his bike was damaged and he was injured 

as a result of Ritschel's actions. 

During the course of this investigation it was revealed that Ritschel had not completed a CAPRS report 

associated with this incident and as such the City Attorney's Office dismissed the charges against Dahl. It 
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was also discovered that Ritschel failed to sign-on as a part-time officer during the time the incident 

occurred. 

CASE INVESTIGATION 

CAPRS Query — Because there was no CCN written on the citation Dahl had given me, I searched the 

CAPRS database by using Dahl's name and Ritschel's badge number. Searching the database in this 

manner yielded no reports that contained Dahl's name or related to the incident as described by Dahl. 

Site Survey — While conducting a site visit of the parking garage I spoke to the on-duty attendant and 

asked if there were any stored video images from June 9, 2010, that would cover the sidewalk area. The 

attendant found only one camera with a limited view of the incident area, as described by Dahl. Because 

the attendant was unsure of how to recover stored images he told me that he would pass along my request 

to the manager. Several days later I received a call from the ramp manager in which he informed me that 

he had no images from June 9th because the surveillance system only stores images for two months. 

I also went to the Hilton Hotel, which is adjacent to the parking garage. In speaking with a security guard 

I learned that the hotel did have a camera that covered the incident area. However, because there system 

is set up in a similar fashion to that of the parking ramps I was not able to obtain any images from June 

Dahl Interview — On August 19, 2010, I conducted a formal interview with Dahl at the Internal Affairs 

office. Prior to the recorded statement, Dahl provided me with a series of photographs taken 2 hours after 

the incident of him and the bike he was riding on. Dahl stated that the injuries seen in the photographs 

were caused by the force used by Ritschel during the incident. Likewise the damage to his bike, as 

depicted in the photographs, was a result of Ritschel's actions. The following is a summary of the 

interview. 

• Dahl was riding his bike in the bike lane along 10th street when he saw a traffic officer (Ritschel) 
directing traffic out of a parking garage. Dahl stopped and waited for direction from Ritschel however 
no direction was given. Dahl assumed it was okay to continue riding when he saw Ritschel walk back 
toward the sidewalk with his arms to his side.' 

• As Dahl was putting his feet on his pedals, Ritschel pulled Dahl from his bike by grabbing onto 
Dahl's messenger bag and forced him to the ground. Dahl also stated that if was at this point that 
Ritschel told him he was under arrest.' 

Dahl Statement pg. 1 (44-46); pg.2 (1-3) 
2 Dahl Statement pg. 2 (3-6); pg. 4 (29-30) - (13-17) 
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