
"bad faith" has been characterized as conduct that involves not only erroneous 

judgment, but malicious intent." As the Deputy Chief stated, Respondent's actions 

appeared to be employed to "mess with" Mr. Dahl, and to assert the Respondent's 

authority. Respondent escalated a minor incident because he believed the bicyclist had 

not respected his authority. Respondent's claim that he handcuffed Mr. Dahl because 

Mr. Dahl stood up in an aggressive stance with clenched fists was refuted by Mr. Dahl's 

own witness, Mr. Johnson, who stated that Mr. Dahl stood with his hands clenched in a 

defensive posture and was not aggressive. 

In addition, the Deputy Chief was concerned that during the investigation 

Respondent did not provide consistent and candid responses about clipping Mr. Dahl's 

driver's license and filing the CAPRS report, and failed to acknowledge that his actions 

were excessive under the circumstances. Good judgment and honesty in the course of 

an investigation are critical to police work. 

Based on the circumstances taken as a whole, the Administrative Law Judge has 

concluded that the City's decision not to afford defense and indemnification to 

Respondent pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 466.07 and the City's Labor Agreement with the 

Police Officers' Federation should be affirmed on the grounds that Respondent was not 

acting in the performance of his duties, and that he was guilty of malfeasance, 

committed willful or negligent neglect of duty, and acted in bad faith. 

B.J.H. 

44 Price v. Shepard, 307 Minn. 250, 261, 239 N.W.2d 905, 912 (1976). 
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CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
for the 

City of Minneapolis 

ORDER 

In Re: the Recommendation for Discharge of 
PETER RITSCHEL 

Police Sergeant 
Minneapolis Police Department 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

The Civil Service Commission for the City of Minneapolis adopts the Findings of Fact, 

Conclusions of Law and Recommendation of the Hearing Officer as its own, thereby 

affirming the discharge of PETER RITSCHEL from his position as Police Sergeant 

with the Minneapolis Police Department. 

DATED:  Q 

CHRISTINE SIEWERT 
Civil Service Commissioner 

MACEY "ER 
Civil Service Commissioner 

/db 
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MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS COMPLAINT FORM #3401 

COMPLAINT INFORMATION 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS CASE NUMBER 
10-165 

CCN: 
Unknown 

DATE OF INCIDENT: 
6/9/2010 

TIME OF INCIDENT: 
16:45 

LOCATION OF INCIDENT: 
10th Street & Marquette 

DATE OF COMPLAINT: 
8/16/2010 

REFERRAL METHOD: 
email 

COMPLAINANTS NAME (LAST, FIRST MIDDLE) 
1. Dahl, Nicholas Allen 

SEX 
F❑ 

RACE: DATE OF BIRTH: 
3/18/1988 M// 

2. 13.43 
HOME ADDRESS: 
2525 3rd Avenue South 

CITY / STATE / ZIP: 
Minneapolis, MN 

TELEPHONE: 
(715) 492-0994 

POLICY INFORMATION 

POLICIES ALLEGED TO BE VIOLATED: 

3-809 Off-Duty Employment Communications/Call Signs/Radio Usage 

4-602 Report Writing 

5-104.01 Professional Policing 

5-303 Use of Force — Authorized Use of Force 

5-306 Use of Force — Reporting and Post Incident Requirements 

ACCUSED EMPLOYEE(S) 

NAME/BADGE: 
Sergeant Peter Ritschel #6037 

COMPLAINT ALLEGATIONS 

The complainant alleges that on 6/9/10 there was 
garage exit which is adjacent to 10th Street. According 
cars that were exiting the parking ramp onto 10th Street. 
towards the complainant in the middle of 10th street 
observed Ritschel drop his arms, turn-around, and 
Sergeant Ritschel saw this he pulled the complainant 
that he was under arrest.

Subsequent to being handcuffed the complainant was 
Ritschel pushed the complainant up against the wall 
the law" and that the complainant needed to respect 
had stopped to watch the incident unfold. 

The complainant also alleges that he received injuries 

After having walked away for several minutes, Ritschel 
169.02s2 and Fail to Change Address on DL 171.11 

an incident involving Sergeant Ritschel 
to the complainant, he was in the 
The complainant states that Ritschel 

directing traffic. The complainant started 
walk back toward the sidewalk. The complainant 

from his bike, threw him to the ground, 

picked up from the ground by Ritschel 
after which Ritschel began to lecture the 
his (Ritschel's) authority. This was done 

and his bike was damaged as a result of 

returned and "shoved" a citation for 
into the shirt pocket of the complainant. 

he was not going to jail and said, "Go." 
been charged with and discovered that 

as he was never instructed and/or ordered 
to Ritschel that he had recently graduated 

near the Mar-Ten parking 
bike lane stopped waiting for 

was standing with his back 
to ride his bike when he 

asserts that when 
and told the complainant 

and walked over to a wall. 
complainant that. "He was 
in front of bystanders who 

the force used by Ritschel. 

Fail to Obey Police Officer 
Ritschel removed the 

After leaving the area, the 
Ritschel had "clipped" his 

by Ritschel to stop. 
college and as such 

handcuffs and told the complainant he was lucky that 
complainant looked a the ticket to find out what he had 
Wisconsin DL making it invalid. 

The complainant asserts he did nothing wrong 
Additionally, the complainant states that he had explained 
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