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CASE BACKGROUND 

This administrative investigation commenced after a memorandum was received 

from Lieutenant Brad Sporny regarding the arrest of Officer Hien Dinh, badge #1551. 

Officer Dinh was arrested for domestic assault by deputies from the Ramsey County 

Sheriff's Department (RCSD) at approximately 0130 hours on 01/01/2010 at his home. 

Officer Dinh was relieved of duty with pay on 01/04/2010 before he was released from 

the Ramsey County Jail. 

CASE INVESTIGATION 

According to the RCSD reports (Case number 10-000010), deputies responded to 

a reported physical domestic at Officer Dinh's home. When Deputy Ruettimann arrived 

the house was quiet, but a garage door opened and he encountered Officer Dinh inside the 

garage. Officer Dinh had opened the driver's door of a vehicle inside the garage when 

the deputy identified himself The deputy saw that Officer Dinh was holding a white 

towel around his right hand that "was covered in blood." 
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While checking Officer Dinh's injured hand, the deputy smelled the strong odor 

of alcohol on Officer Dinh's breath and observed that Officer Dinh was wearing a black 

coat with no shirt on underneath and white and gray striped pajama bottoms. 

as 

While dealing with Officer Dinh, the deputy saw 

13.43 

13.43 , later identified 

standing in the service doorway of the garage. The deputy noted that 

"her face was covered in blood." 

13.43 

13.43 - Personnel Data 

An ambulance arrived at the scene and Officer Dinh's injuries were checked. 

While in the ambulance, Officer Dinh told Deputy Ruettimann that 13.43 - Personnel Data 

had started breaking things inside the house, so he decided to break things also, and he 

punched picture frames and a window. His hands were bleeding as a result of this and he 

wiped some of his blood on 13.43 's face. 

Officer Dinh told the deputy that he did not hit 13.43 and that she did not hit 

him. He stated that he was going to go to sleep in a car in the garage when the deputy 

arrived. He told the deputy that he is a Minneapolis Police officer and that his firearm is 

"secured in his locker at the police department." Officer Dinh refused to submit to a PBT 

when requested by paramedics. 

Deputy Pavek arrived at the scene and spoke with 

uncontrollably." While the deputy was trying to calm her, 13.43 "kept saying, 'M 

13.43 

13.43 

who was "crying 

beat me, 13.43 beat me.'" The deputy could smell a "very strong odor of 

alcoholic beverage coming from her." 

Deputy Pavek asked 13.43 where the blood on her face had come from and 

13.43 responded that 13.43 had beaten her. The deputy started washing the 
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blood off of 13.43 s face to look for injuries, but did not see any. The deputy was 

unable to wash all of the blood off of 13.43 's face, and 

by paramedics. 

The deputy noted thick, matted blood along 

showed the deputy a rug burn on her right knee. 

13.43 

13.43 

13.43 

13.43 

refused to be seen 

s hairline, and 13.43 

told the deputy that 

had punched her in the face, but would provide few specifics regarding the 

incident. The deputy had a difficult time keeping 

intoxication. 

The few details that 13.43 provided were that 

13.43 focused due to her 

13.43 d 13.43 

Officer Dinh, had gone to a bar called 'Dive' in Maplewood where they began to argue 

about "cheating." They left the bar and went home where the argument continued. 

During the argument at home, 13.43 told the deputy, "he blew up at her in their 

bedroom and started beating her and he cut his hand. He punched her in the face and 

wiped blood all over her." 

When 13.43 was informed that Officer Dinh was being arrested, she refused 

to cooperate with the deputies and refused to provide a written statement. She did 

however tell the deputies several times that Officer Dinh "beats her sometimes" but "he is 

still a good 13.43 

Deputy Pavek also talked to 13.43 - Personnel Data 

the home when the incident occurred. According to 

13.43 

jerk." 

, returned home and 13.43 

13.43 

told her that 

13.43 

who was in 

and Officer Dinh, 

was "being a 13.43 
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The two of them went into their bedroom and things were quiet for a little bit. 

13.43 

When 

then heard 

13.43 

did not see 

13.43 - Personnel Data screaming and heard things breaking. 

left the bedroom she "was covered with blood." 13.43 stated that she 

13.43 hit 13.43 

After he was arrested, Officer Dinh was transported to Regions Hospital where 

Officer Dinh refused treatment for the injuries to his hand. Officer Dinh was then booked 

into the Ramsey County Jail and Deputy Ruettimann contacted the Minneapolis Police 

Watch Commander, Lieutenant Sporny, about the incident. Officer Dinh was relieved of 

duty on 01/04/2010. 

Officer Dinh was charged with two counts of domestic assault, one for inflicting 

injury and one for attempting to cause fear of harm against 13.43 He was also charged 

with disorderly conduct. He went to trial on 03/31/2010 and was convicted by a jury of 

disorderly conduct. He was acquitted of the domestic assault charges. A sentencing date 

was set for 05/18/2010. The court records are included in this file. 

911 Call 

A copy of the 911 call made by 13.43 on 01/01/2010 was retrieved from 

the RCSD communications center. The call was transcribed and is retained in this file. 

In the call, 

13.43 

13.43 sounding very upset is heard telling the dispatcher that 

is a Minneapolis Police officer and that he "beat" her up. 13.43 

13.43 - Personnel Data  then takes the phone and speaks with the dispatcher. 

13.43 

13.43 

informs the dispatcher that both 

is bleeding from her head and 

13.43 

13.43 

are intoxicated and that 

is bleeding from his hands. 

13.43 
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