
Off. Schram stated that he was working on 5-3-12 and his squad partner was Off. Van 

Dyke. He said they were dispatched to Willman Trucking 62 26th Av N to recover 

property, specifically shotguns that had been found in a dumpster in the company's yard. 

When they arrived they were met by an employee who pointed out three shotguns that 

had been found wrapped in a blanket in a dumpster. He described the guns as being in 

poor condition, covered in rust and the stocks were chipped. He recalled the guns to be 

two double barrels with external hammers and one that he thought was a pump action. 

Off. Schram said that he was the driver and that he had very little interaction with the 

employee. He said that he briefly got out of the squad but it began to rain so he got back 

into the squad leaving Off. Van Dyke to get the information about the guns from the 

employee. He rolled up his window because it was raining. Off. Van Dyke then tapped 

on his window and asked him to open the trunk. He said Off. Van Dyke put the guns in 

the trunk. 

Off. Van Dyke then got back into the squad and ran a check on the one gun that he was 

able to find a serial number on. Off. Schram said that Off. Van Dyke said something 

about the Higgins guns not usually having serial numbers but Off. Schram thought that he 

had run that gun by model number. Off. Van Dyke told him that he was going to take the 

guns home, clean them up and try to find a serial number on the other double barrel and if 

the guns came back clear that he was going to return them to the employees at the 

business. 
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They then drove away and sometime later they went to the precinct station. While he did 

not help or see Off. Van Dyke transfer the guns to his personal vehicle he assumed that 

he had done that. He said it was his understanding that Off. Van Dyke was going to take 

the guns home and try to find any other serial numbers and then return the guns to the 

employee at Willman if they were found to be clear. He said that he did not have any 

further discussion with Off. Van Dyke about what he had done with the guns and "I just 

assumed he, you know, was gonna do what he told me he was gonna do." 

Off Schram was shown the VisiNet record of the call and shown the added remarks 

about the guns being left with the caller. He said that seeing the remarks at the interview 

was the first time he was aware of the added remarks. He said he did not add the remarks 

to the call and could only assume that Off. Van Dyke had done so. 

When asked about the procedural properness of Off. Van Dyke taking the guns home as 

opposed to property inventorying them Off. Schram said that the condition of the guns 

led him to feel that they were junk. He said that had they been a different type of gun, he 

used an AK47 as example, or in normal working condition they would have been 

property inventoried. 

Off. Schram stated a very positive opinion of Off. Van Dyke's integrity and expressed 

doubt that he would risk his career for the three guns. 
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Summary of Second Interview of Off. Van Dyke 

A second interview with Off. Van Dyke was conducted on 7-23-12. The purpose of this 

interview was to address two matters: #1 The absence of any record that any firearms 

queries had been made by squad 410 on 5-3-12 and #2 The presence of what appeared to 

be fresh checkering work on the stock of the Stevens Model 235 shotgun. 

Off. Van Dyke reiterated that Off Schram pulled up the appropriate (NCIC Query) 

screen on the squad computer and that he (Off Van Dyke) typed in the queries on two of 

the guns, the first being the Stevens double barrel that he ran by serial number and the JC 

Higgins pump shotgun that he ran by make and model number only. 

When asked about the response he received from the queries Off. Van Dyke seemed 

confused, first saying that "I believe I got a no hit, I didn't, uh, see anything of." And 

then when asked if he received some kind of response back he replied "I don't believe so 

I don't recall. I don't believe so." He further stated that "...there wasn't anything like a 

hit, that says stolen or anything like that." 

Off. Van Dyke was shown a copy of the VisiNet record of his squad's activity for 5-3-12. 

He had no explanation for the absence of the queries he says he made on the two guns. 

Off. Van Dyke was shown the receiver of the Stevens double barrel and the work on the 

checkering on the wrist of the stock was pointed out to him. He said that he did not do 
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that work and he recalled it being in that condition when he picked up the guns at 

Willman Trucking. 

Summary of Second Interview of Off. Schram 

A second interview of Off. Schram was conducted on 8-24-12. The purpose of this 

interview was to address two matters: #1 The absence of any record that any firearms 

queries had been made by squad 410 on 5-3-12 and #2 The presence of what appeared to 

be fresh checkering work on the stock of the Stevens double barrel shotgun. 

Off. Schram said that he believes he pulled up the appropriate screen for a firearms query 

for Off. Van Dyke. He said that Off. Van Dyke then typed into the screen what he 

assumed was the information to do the queries. He said that he did not look at the screen 

or see any results from the queries. Off. Schram believed that Off. Van Dyke said 

"They're clear" or something to that effect. He took that to mean that the query had 

resulted in a response that at least the one gun ran by serial number was not reported 

stolen. 

Off. Schram was shown the Stevens double barrel shotgun and the work on the 

checkering was pointed out to him. He said that the gun appeared much different now 

than when he had last seen it on 5-3-12 because of having been cleaned up. He did not 

know if the checkering work was present or not on 5-3-12 and said he would not have 

noticed it then. 
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SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS 

Allegation # 1 

It is alleged that on 5-3-12 Off. Rickey Van Dyke, while on duty, was dispatched to 

recover three shotguns that had been abandoned at the Willman Trucking Co. 62 26th Av. 

N. An employee pointed out the shotguns to Off. Van Dyke and his partner. After 

placing the shotguns in the trunk of the squad car Off. Van Dyke entered added remarks 

to the call from the squad computer that read "are replicas found in trash caller will 

dispose." Off. Van Dyke then left the scene with the shotguns in the squad car. Off. Van 

Dyke subsequently took the shotguns home. If the evidence shows this to be true it 

would be a violation of the following MPD Policy and Procendure: 

5-101.01 TRUTHFULNESS (01/26/05) 

(D) 

The integrity of police service is based on truthfulness. Officers shall not willfully or 
knowingly make an untruthful statement, verbally or written, or knowingly omit 
pertinent information pertaining to his/her official duty as a Minneapolis Police 
Officer. 

These requirements apply to any report, whether verbal or written, concerning 
official MPD business including, but not limited to, written reports, transmissions to 
MECC and officers via radio, telephone, pager, e-mail or MDC. 

MPD employees are obligated under this policy to respond fully and truthfully to 
questions about any action taken that relates to the employee's employment or 
position regardless of whether such information is requested during a formal 
investigation or during the daily course of business. (12/14/07) 
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Investigative Facts 

• On 5-3-12 Off. Van Dyke was on duty and assigned to squad 410 with his partner 

Off. Schram. 

• At 0907 hrs they were dispatched to 62 26th Av N to recover three abandoned 

shotguns. 

• Upon arriving they were directed to the shotguns in the rear of the business yard 

by an employee David Fox. 

• The shotguns had been found in a dumpster owned by the business, Willman 

Trucking. 

• It is not known who placed the guns in the dumpster. 

• The shotguns had been in the dumpster for at least two weeks, submerged in 

water and were rusted and waterlogged. 

• Mr. Fox states that Off. Van Dyke conducted a function test of the guns by 

dropping a pen down the barrels and firing the trigger mechanism and 

pronounced the guns non-functional. 

• Mr. Fox states that he told Off. Van Dyke he did not want the guns and the 

officers placed the guns in the trunk of the squad and left. 

• Mr. Fox said that Off. Van Dyke said that the guns would be placed in the 

"showcase" which he took to be a display at the police station. 

• Off. Van Dyke states that he came to an agreement with Mr. Fox that he would 

return the guns to him if they were found to not be stolen. 

• Mr. Fox says no such agreement was made. 
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