
• Off. Van Dyke states that he made an agreement with Mr. Fox that if he could 

determine the guns were not stolen he would return them to Mr. Fox who had 

stated he would like to have the guns. 

• Mr. Fox says that no such agreement was made and in fact he had told Off. Van 

Dyke he did not want the guns. 

• Mr. Fox stated that Off. Van Dyke told him that if the guns were clear they would 

be placed in a "showcase". 

• Shortly after the officers left with the guns Mr. Fox discussed the matter with the 

company dispatcher. They recalled that other employees may want the guns. 

• The dispatcher immediately called 911 to inquire if the guns could be returned if 

they were found to not be stolen. 

• Upon getting into the squad Off. Van Dyke told Off. Schram that he had agreed to 

check the guns for stolen status and if they were clear he was going to return them 

to Willman Trucking. 

• Off. Van Dyke could only find a serial number on one of the guns while at the 

scene and told Off Schram that he was going to take them home, clean them up 

and try to find serial numbers on the other guns if possible. 

• Off. Van Dyke said that Off. Schram pulled up the screen on the squad computer 

that allows firearms checks to be made. 

• Off. Van Dyke said that he then ran the serial number on the Stevens double 

barrel and ran the JC Higgins by make and model. 

• No record of these checks exist in VisiNet. 
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• Off. Van Dyke said that he is the one who ran the checks and he doesn't believe 

Off. Schram monitored this by looking at the screen. 

• Off. Schram said that he pulled up the proper screen for Off. Van Dyke but did 

not monitor what he typed in or any results that came back. 

• Sometime later in the shift they returned to the 4th precinct station and Off. Van 

Dyke transferred the guns to his personal vehicle and took them home at the end 

of the shift. 

• Off. Schram was aware that Off. Van Dyke was taking the guns home as opposed 

to property inventorying them. 

• Off. Schram states that Off. Van Dyke said that he would complete the proper 

paperwork and inventory the guns if they turned out to be stolen. He trusted that 

Off. Van Dyke would do that. 

• Both officers felt that because of the bad condition of the guns that they were junk 

and that not inventorying them was acceptable under the circumstances. 

• Off. Van Dyke did not return the guns to Willman Trucking until 6-20-12. 

• Off. Van Dyke returned the guns while off duty and in his private vehicle and 

civilian clothing even though he had worked in uniform immediately prior to 6-

20-12. 

Case Summary 

There is no dispute that the officers were dispatched to recover the three abandoned 

shotguns. It is not possible to determine who placed the guns in the dumpster at Willman 

Trucking. All indications are that the guns, being old and largely unusable, were placed 
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in the dumpster by someone wishing to dispose of them. It is however disputed as to 

whether an agreement was made between Off. Van Dyke and Mr. Fox that the guns 

would be returned if they could be cleared. Off. Van Dyke says that Mr. Fox said he 

would like to have the guns and Mr. Fox says that he told Off. Van Dyke he did not want 

the guns. Mr. Fox's side of this story would seem to be supported by the fact that he 

immediately went and discussed the matter with the company dispatcher and they came 

to an agreement to call the police department back and see how they might go about 

getting the guns back. Also when Off. Van Dyke eventually returned the guns Mr. Fox 

showed no interest in them and they were distributed to other employees of the company. 

The most severe of the allegations in this case fall on Off. Van Dyke, those allegations 

being under the Truthfulness Policy. Off. Van Dyke does not dispute that he entered the 

remarks to the call that the guns were replicas and had been left with the caller. He does 

not dispute that they took the guns from the scene and that his intention at that time was 

to take them home to clean them up and try to find serial numbers. There is no indication— * 1'7

that Off. Schram knew about the remarks added to the call by Off. Van Dyke and he said I

that he was unaware of them until he saw them at his IAU interview. 

Off. Van Dyke said that it was going to be his "eventual truth" that the guns were left 

with the caller because he intended to return them. He also said that if he had found that 

the guns were stolen he intended to inventory them and do the proper paperwork. 
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On 6-19-12 Off. Van Dyke was sent an IAU Notification Letter ordering him to appear 

for a Garrity interview. On 6-20-12 he returned the guns to Willman Trucking while off 

duty and in civilian clothing. He said that even though he worked on 6-19-12, the day the 

letter was sent, he did not access his emails that day while at work. He explained that it 

was a coincidence that he returned the guns the next day. No explanation was given as to 

why he had not returned the guns the previous day while he was working and on duty. It 

is not possible to determine whether or not he accessed his emails on 6-19-12. 

Off. Van Dyke had no explanation for why there is no record of him having ran the guns 

for a stolen check on 5-3-12 as he said he did. When asked why he ran the two guns a 

second time on 6-20-12 while on his way to return them his explanation was that he 

wanted to make sure they hadn't been reported stolen during the time he had them at his 

house. 

No evidence came to light that would indicate Off. Schram knew about the added 

remarks made to the call or whether a check was or wasn't made on the guns from the 

squad computer. Off. Schram did admit that he was fully aware of the plan for Off. Van 

Dyke to take the guns home as opposed to inventorying them. He said that he felt the 

guns were in such poor condition that they had no value and Off. Van Dyke said that he 

would return them if they turned out to not be stolen. 
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I confirm that the information I provided in this case is true to the best of my knowledge. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sgt. D. N. Denno 

Internal Affairs Unit 
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