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CASE BACKGROUND 

On 5-3-12 employees at the Willman Trucking Co. 62 26 Av. N called 911 and requested 

that a squad respond to the business because they had recovered three abandoned 

shotguns. Willman Trucking is a business that provides heavy duty industrial size 

dumpsters to other businesses who in turn fill them with scrap metal for disposal. 

Willman delivers the dumpsters and then picks them up when the other business has 

filled them and transports the metal to a scrap yard to be weighed and sold. 

Willman keeps their inventory of dumpsters outside in the partially fenced yard. The 

shotguns had been found when an employee was preparing a dumpster for delivery to a 

customer. The dumpster had been next to a set of railroad tracks on the west side of the 

yard and had partially filled with rain water. When the employee turned the dumpster to 

empty the water the shotguns, wrapped in a sheet and quilted blanket, spilled out and 

were identified. Employees had recalled seeing the blanket in the dumpster for at least 2 

weeks, and probably longer than that, prior to 5-3-12. 
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Off. Brendon Schram and Off. Rickey Van Dyke (squad 410) were dispatched and 

responded to the scene. According to an employee, Dave Fox, the officers took 

possession of the three shotguns, placed them in the squad car trunk and left. Within 

minutes the employees talked it over and called 911 to see if they could possibly get the 

guns back if they were found to have not been stolen or used in a crime. They were put 

in touch with the MPD Property and Evidence room and eventually found out the guns 

had not been inventoried. The IAU Commander, Lt. Glampe was notified of the situation 

by the Property and Evidence Director. An initial check of VisiNet records showed that 

an entry had been made into the call from squad 410 that the guns were "replicas" and 

had been left with the caller to dispose of. 

CASE INVESTIGATION 

VisiNet 

Two VisiNet Reports were run in relation to this incident: 

An Incident Detail Report was run (12-132495). This report shows the call received at 

0907 hrs and includes details of the call. Those remarks read: "WILLMAN 

TRUCKING/BACK OF BLDG SEE DAVE — FOUND 3 SHOTGUNS WARPPED 

(misspelling in call) IN BLANKET IN AN UNUSED TANKER TRUCK DAVE WILL 

KEEP AN EYE ON THEM UNTIL POLICE ARRIVE". 

At 0929 hrs remarks were added by squad 410 that read: "are replicas found in trash 

caller will dispose". 
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A Unit Activity Report for squad 410 was also run for 5-3-12. This report includes all 

reported and dispatched activity for squad 410 for that day as well as Queries run from 

the squad computer. As it pertains to this incident it shows the officers were dispatched 

to 62 26 Av N at 09:09:44 hrs., arrived at 09:15:09 hrs and were again available for 

another call at 09:29:37 hrs. 

No Queries to check on firearms were made from squad 410 during their shift 5-3-12. 

Many other queries on vehicles, persons and other property were made during the shift 

and appear on this Activity Report. 

The City Information Technology Dept. was contacted. At my request Marvin 

Bachmeier checked squad 410's VisiNet activity for 5-3-12. He stated that if a query on 

a firearm had been made from the squad computer it would appear in the Unit Activity 

Report. He could not find any firearms queries made by squad 410 on 5-3-12. 

Bachmeyer also explained the absence in the Activity Report of the added remark from 

squad 410 about the guns being left with the caller. He said that added remarks to calls 

are not placed on the Activity Report of the squad but are placed on the Incident Detail 

Report for the specific call. 

Lisa Madsen-Kaupang, Tracker/Business Technology Unit, also checked on firearms 

queries made by the City of Minneapolis for the time frames surrounding the dispatched 

call and for the time frame that Off. Van Dyke stated he made a second query from a 3rd

Pct. computer terminal on 6-20-12. 
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The only firearms query made by Minneapolis on 5-3-12 between 0900 hrs and 1100 hrs 

was not related to squad 410's call and was not made from squad 410's computer. 

The record shows that on 6-20-12 between 0700 hrs and 1100 hrs there were 2 firearms 

queries made by Minneapolis, both from a computer terminal at the Third Pct and 

involving the firearms involved in this case. One of the queries entailed a check of serial 

# A19825 which is the serial number on the Stevens Double barrel model 235. 

Summary of interview with David Fox 

David Fox is an employee at Willman Trucking. He was the employee that directed Off. 

Schram and Off. Van Dyke to the guns. He was not the employee who had emptied the 

tank and initially discovered the guns but he had taken responsibility to stay with the 

guns until the police arrived and he turned the guns over to the officers. Mr. Fox was 

interviewed at Willman Trucking on 5-15-12. 

Mr. Fox said that on 5-3-12 at approximately 0900 hrs he was summoned to the rear of 

the storage yard and found that another employee who was dumping water out of a 

storage tank had found 3 shotguns wrapped in blankets. The police were called to pick 

up the guns by the dispatcher in the office (Lisa Wilson). Mr. Fox stayed with the guns 

and directed the officers to them. 

Mr. Fox described the officers as being very distinctly different looking and from his 

descriptions it was apparent that Off. Schram was the driver and Off. Van Dyke the 
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passenger. He said that the officers conducted function tests by dropping a pen down the 

barrel and snapping the trigger on at least one of the guns. 

Mr. Fox described the guns as being two double barrel shotguns with external hammers 

and one pump shotgun with a large choke type device on the end of the barrel. He 

remembered that one of the double barrels had a number possibly 237 or 235 stamped on 

it and he believed a possible brand name beginning with the letter M, maybe McCallister 

or McKenny. He had described all three guns as being in very poor condition and very 

rusted probably due to the time spent in the water in the dumpster. 

Mr. Fox said that he had some discussion with the officers about the final disposition of 

the guns. He said the thinner officer said that if the guns were found to not be stolen or 

used in a crime they would be "put in their showcase or whatever...". Mr. Fox said that 

he was asked if he wanted the guns back and he said he wasn't interested in them. 

Immediately after the officers left he said that he talked to Lisa (Wilson) and they 

decided that other employees may be interested in having the guns back. She 

immediately called 911 and began to inquire how to get the guns back if they were found 

to be clear. 

Mr. Fox said that the driver (Schram) put the pump shotgun in the squad car trunk and the 

passenger (Van Dyke) put the two double barrels in the trunk. 
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David Fox Second Interview 

On 7-2-12 Mr Fox was interviewed again after it was found that the guns had been 

returned to Willman Trucking on 6-20-12. 

Mr. Fox said that one of the officers who had responded to the initial call and taken the 

shotguns returned them to Willman on 6-2-12. He had identified a Drivers License photo 

of Off. Van Dyke as the officer who returned the guns on 6-20-12 . He said that the 

officer was in plain clothes and was driving a black SUV with tinted windows. He said 

he spoke briefly to Off. Van Dyke when he returned the guns. He also said that the guns 

had since been taken home by other employees. 

Summary of interview with Lisa Wilson 

Lisa Wilson is the Dispatcher and Office Manager at Willman Trucking. She had been 

notified by the workers in the yard on 5-3-12 that three shotguns had been found in one 

of the dumpsters. She called 911 and requested that an officer be sent to recover the 

guns. She said that she saw the squad car but did not see or have any interaction with the 

officers that responded. 

She said that Dave Fox had turned the guns over to the officers. Shortly after they left 

Dave and Lisa began talking and they remembered that two other employees collected 

guns. She immediately called 911 back and inquired as to whether they could have the 

guns returned if they were found to be clear. She was put in touch with someone at the 
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