
MPD Property and Evidence Room and eventually found out that the guns had not been 

property inventoried. 

On 6-20-12 Off. Van Dyke returned to the business with the guns. He identified himself 

to her with his badge/ID and gave her his MPD business card. She also identified Off. 

Van Dyke when I showed her his Drivers License photo. She said that Off. Van Dyke 

was in plain clothes and was in his personal vehicle. She described the vehicle as being a 

"Ford or a Chevy Blazer type vehicle". 

During the interview and conversation with Ms. Wilson she said that the guns had been 

given to two different employees one of which was on vacation. She agreed to have the 

employees bring the guns back to the business so that I could retrieve them for purposes 

of this investigation. 

Summary of interview with Patrick Baker 

Patrick Baker is an employee at Willman Trucking. He was present on 6-20-12 when 

Off. Van Dyke returned the guns. He said that the officer was in plain clothes and 

driving a Ford Bronco. He left a business card. 

Mr. Baker said that the officer said he didn't inventory the guns because someone at the 

company wanted them back and he didn't want there to be a long process involved to 

have the guns returned. 
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At the time of the interview Mr. Baker had 2 of the guns at his house. He later returned 

them to Willman Trucking where I picked them up. 

Patrick Baker Second Interview 

After retrieving the guns that Mr. Baker had taken home I noticed that the checkering on 

the left side of the wrist of the stock of the Stevens double barrel had been partially recut. 

There appeared to be lighter colored wood in the bottom of the cuts indicating relatively 

fresh exposure. Given that the guns had been in water for at least two weeks and the 

wood on all of the guns showed severe neglect and were badly discolored, the fresher 

wood in the grooVes of the recut portions suggested that the work may have been done 

after they were removed from the water. 

I called and asked Mr. Baker if he had done the re-checkering work. He said that he had 

not tried to recut the checkering and that the work had been done prior to him receiving 

the gun. 

Summary of interview with Diane Howard 

Diane Howard is the Human Resources Manager at Willman Trucking. She was not 

present on 5-3-12 when the shotguns were found and turned over to the officers. She was 

in the office when Off. Van Dyke returned the guns on 6-20-12. She identified Off. Van 

Dyke by his Drivers License photo as the one who returned the guns. She said that he 

"remembered that Lisa had asked if these drivers could get these guns because they 

8 

1228096



collect guns, and assuming everything was on the up and up for them, they would...like 

to have them back" and that he had apologized for the delay in returning them. 

Summary of First Interview of Off. Van Dyke 

Off. Van Dyke was initially interviewed on 7-3-12. This is a summary of that interview. 

A second interview was conducted on 7-23-12. A summary of that interview can be 

found below. 

Off. Van Dyke stated that he was working with Off. Schram on 5-3-12. They were 

dispatched to Willman Trucking 62 26th Ave. N to recover property specifically shotguns. 

When they arrived he says that they were met by an employee who showed them three 

shotguns that had been found in a dumpster. He described the guns as being in very poor 

condition. He said they were rusty and the wooden stocks were soaked with water from 

being in the dumpster. 

The guns were placed in the trunk of the squad car. Initially he said that the man who 

showed them the guns said that he did not want them. After the guns were placed in the 

trunk he said that a second employee came and talked to the first employee and they then 

asked him if they could possibly get the guns back if they weren't stolen. He told them 

that it may be possible to get the guns back if they were found to not be stolen. 

He said that he ran two of the guns on the squad computer with a result of "no hit". He 

said that of the two guns he ran at that time only one of them could be checked using a 
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serial number, that being the Stevens double barrel. He said that JC Higgins (the pump 

action) guns rarely have serial numbers. He was unable to locate serial numbers on the 

pump or the other double barrel. He said that he told the employee that he could 

probably get the guns back to him unless he found a serial number on the other double 

barrel and it came back stolen, he would then have to property inventory the guns. 

When asked if he or Off. Schram had typed the query into the squad computer he said 

Off. Schram had brought up the screen but that he had actually typed in the query using 

the serial number from the Stevens double barrel and the model number from the JC 

Higgins. 

Off. Van Dyke was shown the VisiNet records of his squad's activity for 5-3-12. He 

admitted that he had entered added remarks to the call that read "are replicas found in 

trash caller will dispose". He said he did not remember using the term "replicas" but said 

that it sounded like a word he would use to convey to someone reading the remarks that 

the guns were "not functioning weapons of any kind." He explained that he entered the 

remarks that the guns had been left with the caller because "that was going to be my 

eventual truth". 

Officer Van Dyke said he felt that they had handled the call in a proper manner at the 

time. He said that it had been his intention to return the guns to the caller after checking 

whether or not they were stolen. He said he had told the employee that if he could not 

determine that the guns were clear then he would property inventory them. He said he 
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did not mention anything to the employee about placing the guns in a showcase as Mr. 

Fox had claimed he was told by Off. Van Dyke. 

Off. Van Dyke said that sometime after clearing the call they went back to the precinct 

station and while Off. Schram used the restroom, he placed the guns in the trunk of his 

personal car and eventually took them home. 

Off. Van Dyke said that he returned the guns to Willman Trucking on 6-20-12. He 

returned them while off duty in civilian clothing and in his personal vehicle. He said that 

he apologized profusely for the delay in returning them. He explained the delay was 

because of a number of factors. After taking the guns home he wiped them down and 

saturated them with lubricant. He said the forearm of one of the double barrels was stuck 

and he let the lubricant sit on it for a couple weeks before he was able pry the forearm off 

to check for a serial number underneath. He further explained that he then had a 

scheduled vacation as well as a string of days off as well as domestic projects to take care 

of, all of which diverted him from returning the guns. He did not explain why he did not 

return the guns while on duty 6-19-12. 

I pointed out to Off. Van Dyke that he had returned the guns the day after I had sent him 

his notification letter to appear for his IAU interview in regard to this case. He explained 

that as a coincidence. He said that he was working the day the notification letter was sent 

(6-19-12) but he had not accessed his emails that day while at work. 
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Off. Van Dyke said that he stopped at the 3 d̀ Pct station on 6-20-12 on his way to return 

the guns to Willman Trucking. He ran the serial number of the Stevens shotgun a second 

time to make sure it hadn't been reported stolen while he had the guns at home. He said 

"And again it came up negative or with no...no remarks." 

Off. Van Dyke said that he never intended to keep the guns. He said that he told Off. 

Schram he would attempt to locate serial numbers on the guns and ascertain whether or 

not they were stolen. He said he told Off. Schram that he would "inventory these and I 

will do a complete and thorough CAPR's report and a statement if necessary to, ... justify 

my actions." He said that he had told Off. Schram he would return the guns to the people 

at Willman Trucking if they were clear. Off. Van Dyke took full responsibility for taking 

the guns home and for the delay in returning them. He also took full responsibility for 

the added remarks in the call that the guns had been left at the scene with the caller. 

Off. Van Dyke saw this situation as a procedural problem "in hindsight" but offered the 

explanation that he thought it would be good P.R. (public relations) to return the guns to 

the caller after they had made the request. 

Summary of First Interview of Off. Schram 

Off. Schram was initially interviewed on 7-2-12. This is a summary of that interview. A 

second interview was conducted on 8-24-12. A summary of that interview can be found 

below. 
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