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formally interviewed Christina Warren before she left for a year on FMLA. 

I spoke with Probation Officer Aaron Judd regarding the letter that Sgt. Schumer 

wrote, he said that he just shook his head with disbelief when he received the letter from 

Sgt. Schumer and did not consider it when conducting the pre-sentence investigation but 

he did include it on the file. 

Case Statements 

Attorney Christina Warren 

Christina Warren said that it was at her first appearance before the Judge when he 

brought the letter written by Sgt. Schumer to her attention, and this caused her to look at 

it. "I was surprised because I haven't had letters of recommendations by or from law 

enforcement in any other case". She continued by saying, "Often times in cases that are 

pending sentencing or even prior to any disposition people associated with defendants 

will write letters. Often we get them from defendant's mothers, girlfriends, family 

members talking about how you know a certain event or incident would be out of 

character for the person. Essentially, they are pleas to the prosecutor and/or to the court 

to take some sort of leniency on the person charged with the crime. That's what I took 

the letter to be". 
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Christina said that the letter from Sgt. Schumer did not influence her decision but 

the Judge that brought it to her attention was willing to give probation to Chris Martin. 

The Judge went against the States recommendation and was lenient on Martin who was a 

convicted violent felon in possession of a gun and narcotics. 

Christina also mentioned that when she received the list of witnesses for the 

defendant she saw that Sgt. Schumer was on the list and it is uncommon in her 

experience to see Officer's listed on behalf of the defendant. 

Sgt. Schumer 

Sgt. Schumer admitted that he wrote the letter, but did so as a character reference 

after Chris asked him to. Sgt. Schumer said he does not believe that when he wrote it as 

a Police Officer it showed any favor for Chris. Sgt. Schumer said he was aware that 

Chris was arrested and charged with a weapons violation. 

Sgt. Schumer admitted he called the lead detective on the case against Chris 

Martin but he said he does not recall how he got the phone number or what he 

conversation was really about. He thought it was about seeing if Chris could get his 

weapon back. Sgt. Schumer said he was not trying to gain any favor for Chris Martin. 
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Allegation # 2  It is alleged that Sgt. Schumer wrote a letter using his authority or 

influence as a Minneapolis Police Officer to seek some leniency or favor during the pre-

sentence investigation for a friend that was convicted of being a felon in possession of a 

handgun and possession of a controlled substance. If this were found to be true it would 

violate the following" 
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Investigative Facts 

• Sgt. Schumer wrote a letter to Probation Officer Aaron Judd, the letter had the 

heading: From: Sgt. Mary Schumer, MPLS. Police Dept. 

• The letter was sent by Sgt. Schumer during the pre-sentence investigation 

• The letter contained Sgt. Schumer's MPD work cell phone number as his contact 

number 

• The letter was sent on a professional work basis from Sgt. Schumer 

• Sgt. Schumer admitted to writing the letter and said he wrote it as a character 

reference when asked by Chris Martin and he did not believe his position as a 

police officer made it more favorable 

• There were not any other character references from Chris Martins other co-

workers at Champions Bar 

• Sgt. Schumer obtained the cell phone number of the investigating St. Paul Officer, 

Trygve Sand and called him about the case before he wrote the letter 

• Sgt. Schumer said he could not remember how he found Officer Sand's 

information but he called Officer Sand to find out about Chris's Martins gun and 

how he could get it back 

• Officer Sand said he was not comfortable having Sgt. Schumer call him about the 

case or writing a letter on behalf of Chris Martin 

• County Attorney Christina Warren stated she was surprised by the letter of 

recommendation that Sgt. Schumer wrote because she has never had one from law 

enforcement before, she does get them from defendant's girlfriends, mothers and 

family members during the pending sentencing 
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• County Attorney Warren said she took the letter as a plea to the prosecutor and/or 

to the court to take some sort of leniency on the person charged with the crime 

• County Attorney Warren stated that the Judge was aware of the letter that Sgt. 

Schumer wrote and had brought it to her attention, that is how she learned about 

the letter 

• County Attorney Warren said that when she received the witness list from the 

defense Sgt. Marvin Schumer with the Minneapolis Police Department was on it 

and in her experience it has not been common to see police officers listed as 

witnesses for the defendant 

• County Attorney Warren said she did not let the letter affect her decisions but 

against the States recommendation Chris Martin was given a lighter sentence by 

the Judge who had read the letter 

• County Attorney Warren brought the information regarding Sgt. Schumer and the 

letter forward to a senior attorney and was advised to notify IAU which she did 

• Probation Officer Judd said he took the letter as seeking leniency but that he did 

not let it have any influence on his investigation 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sgt. Melissa Chiodo 

Internal Affairs Unit 
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