
Minneapolis 
City of Lakes 

Police Department 

Timothy J Dolan 
Chief of Police 

350 South 5th Street - Room 130 
Minneapolis MN 55415-1389 

Office 612 673-2853 
TTY 612 673-2157 

January 6, 2011 

Officer Brian Thole 
SOD Division 
Minneapolis Police Department 

RE: IAU Case Number #10-149 
Notice of Suspension (10 hour suspension without pay) 

Officer Thole, 

The finding for IAU Case #10-149 is as follows: 

MPD P/P 5-102 Code of Ethics...SUSTAINED  (Category C) 

As discipline for this incident you are suspended for 10 hours without pay. This case will remain a "C" 
violation and will remain on file until 6/27/2015, which is from the date of incident. This case will 
remain in IAU files per the record retention guidelines mandated by State Law. 

Be advised that any additional violations of Department Rules and Regulations may result in more 
severe disciplinary action up to and including discharge from employment. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy J. Dolan 
Chief of Police 

By: JaneeJHarteau 
Assistant Chief of Police 

City Information 
and Services 

www.cisninneapolisimn.us 

Affirmative Action Employer 
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Page 2 
Officer Brian Thole 
Suspension Letter 

I, Officer Brian Thole, acknowledge receipt of this 
Notice of Suspension. 

/-12-1/

Offi/er o e Date of Receipt 

AiQ U)4 (0.QRQ 1.--\2A\ 
CaptaTi Sally Wedd Date 

TJD:mar 
CC: Personnel 

IAU 
Captain Weddel 
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MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS COMPLAINT FORM #3401 

COMPLAINT INFORMATION 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS CASE NUMBER: 

10-149 
CCN: 

NA 
DATE OF INCIDENT: 

6-27-10 
TIME OF INCIDENT: 

0343 
LOCATION OF INCIDENT, 

Anoka Cnty Rd 10/Silver Lake Rd Mounds View 
DATE OF COMPLAINT: 

6-27-10 
REFERRAL METHOD: 

Internal 
COMPLAINANTS NAME (LAST, FIRST MIDDLE) 

13.43 
SEX 

M❑ F❑ 

RACE: DATE OF BIRTH: 

HOME ADDRESS: 

IAU 
CITY I STATE I ZIP: TELEPHONE: 

POLICY INFORMATION 

POLICIES ALLEGED TO BE VIOLATED: 

5-102 Code of Ethics - 2 (Two) allegations 

ACCUSED EMPLOYEE(S) 

NAME/BADGE: 

Brian Thole #7166 

COMPLAINT ALLEGATIONS 

#1 On 6-27-10 you were arrested in the City of Mounds View, Mn for Operating a Motor Vehicle While Under the 
Influence of alcohol. A subsequent blood test showed your blood alcohol content to be in excess of that allowed 
by Minnesota Statute. 

#2 On 6-27-10 you were stopped for a traffic violation by an officer of the Mounds View Police Dept. and you 
attempted to influence his decision to take enforcement action against you by showing him your Minneapolis 
Police Dept. ID card and then verbally reminding him that you are a police officer. 

RECOMMENDATION 
(Preliminary Cases Only) 

❑ Reckoning Period Expired Before Complaint was Filed 
❑ No Basis for Complaint 
❑ Suspended Pending Further Information 
❑ Refer to Precinct with Coaching Documentation 
❑ Exceptionally Cleared 
❑ Policy Failure 
❑ Other 

CO 
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DATE 
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MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Internal Affairs Unit 

Administrative Case #10-149 
Sgt. D. N. Denno 

Date 9-30-10 

CASE BACKGROUND 

On 6-27-10 Officer Brian Thole was arrested in the City of Mounds View for 

DWI. The arrest came after he was stopped for speeding and the arresting officer 

developed probable cause to believe Officer Thole had been drinking prior to operating 

the vehicle. 

Officer Thole's commanding supervisor Lt. Stoll notified IAU of the situation. 

During the initial stages of this investigation it was noted in the Mounds View Incident 

report that Officer Thole had possibly tried to use his position as a police officer to 

influence the arresting officers' decision to take enforcement action. 

1 
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CASE INVESTIGATION 

Mounds View PD Incident Report 10-2868 

This report was filed by MVPD Officer Keith Demarest. While on patrol 6-27-10 at 

approx. 0343 hours, Officer Demarest clocked a vehicle at 61 mph in a 50 mph zone on 

County Rd 10 in Mounds View. He made a traffic stop on the 

13.43 

13.43 13.43 

He contacted the driver, Officer Brian Thole. Officer Thole gave him his 

drivers' license along with his MPD identification card. According to the report he also 

verbally identified himself as an MPD officer. 

The vehicle owner Anthony Austin 13.43 - Personnel Data was a passenger in the 

vehicle and was highly intoxicated. Austin is a U.S. Marshall. A discussion occurred 

about whether or not weapons were present in the vehicle. At first Officer Demarest was 

told that there was a firearm in the center console but then Officer Thole stated he wasn't 

sure. 

Officer Demarest detected an odor of alcohol coming from Officer Thole and conducted 

field sobriety tests which he documents Officer Thole failed. Officer Thole was placed 

under arrest and at that time he asked if Officer Demarest knew he was a police officer. 

Thole was then placed in the squad car. The truck was towed and Austin was given a 

ride home by another MVPD officer. No firearm was found in the vehicle during an 

inventory search. 
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Officer Thole was transported to the MVPD station and read the Implied Consent 

advisory and a urine test was requested. He was transported to Unity Hospital where a 

blood sample was taken to determine his blood alcohol level. The sample was submitted 

to the Mn. BCA for analysis. 

Officer Thole was released to a friend pending the outcome of the BAC test. 

BAC Test Results/Suspension of Driving Privileges 

On 7-20-10 Officer Demarest received the BCA test results conducted on Officer 

Thole's blood sample. The results indicated that Officer Thole's BAC on 6-27-10 was 

.12%. Officer Demarest issued and mailed a Complaint Citation (Ramsey County 

#910104993) charging Officer Thole with #1. 4th deg DWI and #2. DWI over .08. 

On 8-2-10 as a result of his BAC level, Officer Thole's Mn. Drivers License was 

suspended for 90 days. However as a result of court ordered action his Drivers License 

was reinstated to Valid status on 8-9-10. When the DWI charges are adjudicated the 

issue of his license status will be addressed in court. At that time it is possible that his 

license may again be revoked and he would be able to petition the court for a restricted 

license (such as Work Only). 

Between 8-2-10 and 8-9-10 Officer Thole was scheduled to work 8-3/4/6/7/9. His 

driving privileges were restored 8-9-10 prior to his scheduled shift and he used vacation 

time for 8-3/4/6/7. 
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Summary of Officer Thole's First Interview 

Note: Officer Thole was interviewed on the information contained in the MVPD Incident 

Report on 8-10-10. Summary of that interview is dealt with here. After interviewing the 

arresting officer it was necessary to interview Officer Thole a second time and that 

summary is below. 

Officer Thole admitted that he was driving 13.43 's vehicle on 6-27-10 and that he 

was stopped for speeding by a Mounds View Police Officer. He admitted that he had 

been drinking at a home in Shoreview prior to driving the vehicle. He said that the 

vehicle belongs to 13.43 who was a passenger in the vehicle at the time. He said 

that 13.43 was too drunk to drive them home. 

He said that he submitted to field sobriety tests and was placed under arrest for DWI. He 

was taken to the Mounds View PD station and then to Unity hospital for a blood draw. 

He said that he has been charged with DWI and the court case is still pending. 

Officer Thole denies that he attempted to use his position as a police officer to influence 

the officers' decision to arrest him. Officer Thole said that he showed the officer his 

police identification at some point early in the traffic stop and then asked the officer if he 

was aware that he was a police officer after he had been told he was under arrest. Officer 

Thole stated that he did this because there was some confusion as to whether or not there 

was a gun in the vehicle. He said that 13.43 is a U.S. Marshall and he didn't 
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know if he had a concealed weapon in the truck. His roommate had driven them to the 

party. Officer Thole stated that he did not have a firearm with him. 

Officer Thole said that he verbally reminded the arresting officer that he was a police 

officer because it still hadn't been established whether or not there was a gun in the truck 

and 13.43 was still in the vehicle. He said that he wanted to assure the officer 

that they were not a threat to him. He acknowledged that at that point he had already 

been placed under arrest and the officer already knew that he was a police officer. 

Officer Thole apologized for the situation and stated that he was sorry and that he did not 

want to cause the Minneapolis Police Department any embarrassment or bring the 

Department into a bad light because of his behavior. 

Summary of Officer Keith Demarest Interview 

Officer Demarest was interviewed at the Mounds View Police Department on 8-11-10. 

Officer Demarest stated that he was on patrol the early morning of 6-27-10 and he 

clocked a vehicle at 61 mph in a 50 mph zone on County Rd 10. He stopped the vehicle 

which was driven by Officer Thole. He said that as he approached the vehicle the driver 

had his license and police identification already out and visible. Officer Demarest was 

not sure if the police identification was given to him or if it was only visible. He did say 

that he took the license from Officer Thole. He noted an odor of alcohol coming from 

Officer Thole and noted other indicators of intoxication. 
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