
MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Internal Affairs Unit 

Administrative Case #11-113 
Sgt. R. Krebs 

Date 11/15/2011 

CASE BACKGROUND 

On 07/13/2011, Officer Jerry Johnson contacted Lt. Glampe, of the Internal 

Affairs Unit, to advise him that at City 

Center, he had been contacted by Mr. Steven Ploeckelmann, one of the security officers 

employed at that location. Mr. Ploeckelmann reported to Officer Johnson that on 

01/26/2011, while working, he had become involved in a confrontation with an unknown 

individual on the skyway level of City Center. He advised that he had been attempting to 

stop an individual who was jogging through the skyway and that when he approached the 

individual, the individual pushed him or his segway transportation device, causing him to 

lose control of it. As a result, Mr. Ploeckelmann then confronted the unknown 

individual, who then pushed away from him and continued running down the skyway. 

Mr. Ploeckelmann stated that he was injured during the incident and later sought medical 

treatment. 

Mr. Ploeckelmann advised Officer Johnson that he had completed an internal 

report regarding the incident for his employer, Brookfield Properties, after the incident 

but had made no police report. He further indicated that there was a video of the incident 
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that had been captured on a security camera. Mr. Ploeckelmann advised Officer Johnson 

that on 07/12/2011, Mr. Ploeckelmann had been working out in the 13.43 - Personnel Data 

located near City Center. At this time he observed the individual with whom he had had 

the confrontation in January also patronizing the club. At this time Mr. Ploeckelmann 

spoke with an employee of the 1 3.43 , who identified this individual as Sgt. David 

Voss, a Minneapolis police officer. 

Lt. Glampe advised Officer Johnson to complete an offense report and inventory 

any additional video evidence and Brookfield Security reports so that follow-up could be 

done by the Internal Affairs Unit. 

CASE INVESTIGATION 

CCN: 11-203813: 

On 07/18/2011, I received this case for investigation and reviewed the reports 

made by Officer Johnson. The report indicated that Officer Johnson had reviewed and 

property inventoried a copy of the surveillance video depicting the incident on 

01/26/2011. Officer Johnson's report further indicated that the video did not depict the 

actual pushing of Mr. Ploeckelmann or his segway; however, showed "wrestling" 

between Ploeckelmann and the subject immediately following. 

Review of video: 

A copy of the video was obtained and reviewed and while the video does not 

show the entire incident, the individual involved in the altercation with Mr. Ploeckelmann 

is clearly Sgt. David Voss. 
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Interview/Statement of Steven Ploeckelmann: 

On 07/19/2011, Mr. Ploeckelmann came to the Internal Affairs Unit at my request 

and I reviewed the incident with him. Mr. Ploeckelmann indicated that he had initially 

made a report (internal Brookfield Properties report) on the date of the incident. He 

indicated however he had not been able to locate the original report. Therefore he had 

completed another report after identifying Sgt. Voss as the person he had been struggling 

with in January. Mr. Ploeckelmann stated that he did not make a police report at the time 

because he felt that with an unidentified individual as being the suspect that it would be 

of no use. Mr. Ploeckelmann indicated that he is himself a retired police officer, having 

been so employed for 24 years prior to retiring and that he understood that there would 

have been limited or no investigation into the incident at the time. Mr. Ploeckelmann 

agreed to provide a statement in regard to the incident, which is summarized as follows: 

Mr. Ploeckelmann states that on the date in question he observed a person, later 

identified as Sgt. Voss, running through the skyway between the Gaviidae Building and 

City Center. He states that he had told this individual a week previously that running in 

the skyway of Brookfield Properties was not allowed. At this time he states that he 

advised this individual there was no running and "made eye contact" with him; however, 

the individual continued running, stating, "Bullshit," as he passed. Mr. Ploeckelmann 

states that he then attempted to cut the individual off utilizing his segway. He states he is 

unsure if the individual then made contact with himself or the segway, but gave him a 

shove. He states at this time he lost control of the segway and that he "went flying 

through the air." He states that once he was able to gain control of his segway he turned 

and ran towards the individual and attempted to grab him but the individual kept fending 
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off his hands and, "took a swing at me." He states that he then took out his asp baton and 

attempted to swing at the individual but that his baton flew out of his hand and the 

individual continued to run down the skyway. Mr. Ploeckelmann states that he later 

noticed pain in his arm and shoulder and subsequently received medical treatment. 

Mr. Ploeckelmann was asked if at the time the incident occurred if he had 

possibly made any contact with Sgt. Voss with the segway. He indicated that he could 

not say for certain whether he had struck Sgt. Voss with the machine or not, but indicated 

that he did in fact attempt to "cut him off." 

Interview of Michael Madaraks: 

Officer Johnson, in his report, had indicated that Mr. Ploeckelmann had listed a Mr. 

Michael Madaraks as having witnessed the incident. I contacted Mr. Madaraks on 

07/28/2011, at 0940 hours, via telephone. Mr. Madaraks indicated that he was walking 

through the City Center on 01/26/2011, when he observed an individual running across 

the skyway in the City Center with a security guard on a scooter asking him to stop. He 

states that the security guard pursued the runner on his scooter and the runner turned 

around and the security guard ended up off the scooter. He states there was then a 

physical altercation between the two and the runner continued towards City Center with 

the security guard pursuing him for a short distance. 

Interview of Mr. Kevin Adams: 

On 07/19/2011. I spoke with Mr. Kevin Adams via telephone. Mr. Adams is also 

identified in Officer Johnson's report as having witnessed the incident. Mr. Adams states 

that he was in the sky level of City Center, between Target and City Center, and was just 

coming up the escalator when he heard a commotion. At this time he states that he turned 
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and observed a security officer from City Center and a jogger that were having words and 

then a physical scuffle. At this time he states that the security officer seemed to have the 

jogger by the shirt and was telling him to stop and not go anywhere. He states that the 

jogger was pushing away and saying, "You can't grab me. You can't touch me." At this 

point there was a little more pushing and the scuffle continued for a few more seconds 

until the jogger broke free and started to back away. He stated the security officer 

continued repeating, "You can't be running through the skyways, you need to stop. 

Don't move," and the jogger was responding, repeating, "You can't touch me. Get off 

me," and those type of things. He states at this time the security officer took out a metal 

nightstick and the jogger turned around, backed away more quickly and the security 

guard tossed his nightstick toward the jogger, at which point the jogger turned around and 

yelled, "What, are you crazy!" and then sprinted off down the skyway. 

Statement of Sgt. David Voss: 

On 08/10/2011, Sgt. David Voss was sent a letter requesting that he provide a 

voluntary statement about this incident if he chose to do so. This procedure was 

followed due to the fact that Mr. Ploeckelmann was alleging that he was assaulted by Sgt. 

Voss and the case would need to be reviewed by the City Attorney to determine if anyone 

involved would be charged with any criminal conduct. 

Sgt. Voss agreed to come to the Internal Affairs Office on 08/26/2011, to provide 

a voluntary statement while in the company of his attorney, a Mr. Robert Fowler. 

Sgt. Voss provided at this time both a previously prepared statement, consisting of 

five pages, detailing his account of the incident which occurred on 01/26/2011, and an 

addendum to this statement given at the time, consisting of three pages in order to 
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respond to more specific questions. Sgt. Voss indicated that on the date in question he 

was in fact working out in downtown Minneapolis and was returning to the 

13.43 

13.43 

at Target Center, having just completed a stairwell workout. He stated that 

he was jogging slowly as he entered the City Center he saw a security guard on a segway 

scooter motioning him to stop. He states at this time he was listening to music on an I-

Pod and could not hear the security guard, but he then stopped and removed his earpiece 

and was told by the security guard that he couldn't run through the skyway. He states he 

questioned the guard as to why and was told, "It's a City Center rule." Sgt. Voss states 

that as he was not breaking any law or doing anything to disturb others. He responded by 

saying, "I don't think there's such a rule," put his music back on and continued jogging. 

He states at this time the guard came up on his left side and ran into him, grabbed him by 

the shirt and tore the shirt. Sgt. Voss states at this point he felt he was being attacked so 

he pulled the guard off the scooter and that he succeeded in pulling the guard off the 

scooter. He states at this time the guard continued to rush back at him and at no time did 

the guard indicate that it was his intention to arrest him. Sgt. Voss indicated that he then 

ran off down the skyway. 

Sgt. Voss further indicated that he was on-duty at the time and that he made no 

reports on the incident, as he was not inclined to make a big deal out of it. 

See the statements of Sgt. Voss for complete details. 
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Allegation # 1 

It is alleged that Sgt. David Voss, while on duty on 01/26/2011, became involved in a 

verbal/physical confrontation with the complainant, who is a uniformed security officer 

employed at the City Center. This altercation allegedly resulting from Sgt. Voss's 

actions in jogging through the skyway system after being advised not to do so. If this 

allegation is found to be true, the MPD Rule and Regulation is as follows: 

5-102 CODE OF ETHICS (08/01/91) 

(A-D) 

All sworn and civilian members of the department shall conduct themselves in a 
professional and ethical manner at all times and not engage in any on or off-duty conduct 
that would tarnish or offend the ethical standards of the department. Employees shall 
abide by the City's Ethics in Government Policy, Chapter 15. (05/23/07) 

Investigative Facts 

• Sgt. Voss was on duty on 01/26/2011, at the time he became involved in the 

altercation with Mr. Steven Ploeckelmann. 

• Mr. Ploeckelmann was an on-duty security officer at the time in full uniform. 

• During the course of the altercation, Mr. Ploeckelmann alleges that he was 

assaulted by Sgt. Voss. 

• Sgt. Voss alleges he was assaulted by Mr. Ploeckelmann. 

• Mr. Ploeckelmann did not make any official police report in regard to the incident 

until seven months later when he identified Sgt. Voss. 

• Sgt. Voss made no reports on the incident, even though he was on-duty at the time 

that the incident occurred. 
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• Video evidence shows only a portion of the incident and does not include the 

beginning of the altercation in which both parties claim to have been assaulted by 

the other. 

• Sgt. Voss claims that he was struck by Mr. Ploeckelmann 's segway and 

responded by pushing Mr. Ploeckelmann off of the segway and away from him. 

• Mr. Ploeckelmann acknowledges that in attempting to stop Sgt. Voss, he used the 

machine to cut him off and does not know if he in fact struck Sgt. Voss with the 

machine or not. 

• Mr. Ploeckelmann states that Sgt. Voss was on a previous occasion and on the 

date in question told that he could not run in the skyway. 

• Sgt. Voss states that he was not previously told that he could not do this, but 

acknowledges that on the day in question he was told not to run in the skyway. 

Sgt. Voss, however, stated that he did not believe that he was breaking any law, 

nor creating any disturbance or hazard to anyone and therefore ignored the 

request. 

I confirm that the information I provided in this case is true to the best of my knowledge. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sgt. R. Krebs 

Internal Affairs Unit 
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