2/19/2021

What we know about Derek Chauvin and Tou Thao, two officers caught on tape in death of George Floyd - StarTribune.com

MINNEAPOLIS

What we know about Derek Chauvin and
Tou Thao, two of the officers caught on
tape in the death of George Floyd
Four oﬃcers on scene have been ﬁred. They have not yet been
oﬃcially identiﬁed by department oﬃcials.
By Andy Mannix (https://www.startribune.com/andy-mannix/6370473/) Star Tribune
MAY 26, 2020 — 11:25PM

The Minneapolis police officer shown on video kneeling on George Floyd’s neck as Floyd
pleaded for help, along with another officer who stood by and watched, have both been
involved in use-of-force incidents over their careers.
Officer Derek Chauvin has been identified as the officer pinning down Floyd in the nowviral video, which shows Floyd saying he can’t breathe repeatedly before losing
consciousness. Floyd later died. Four officers on scene have been fired. They have not yet
been officially identified by department officials.
Chauvin, 44, is a 19-year department veteran. Department records and news accounts
show that he has been involved in several police-involved shootings over his career.
In 2008, Chauvin shot and wounded Ira Latrell Toles during a domestic assault call.
According to a 2011 article from the Pioneer Press
(https://www.twincities.com/2008/05/26/minneapolis-police-officer-involved-inweekend-shooting-idd/) , Chauvin and other officers showed up to an apartment in
south Minneapolis just before 2 a.m. Toles grabbed for an officer’s gun and Chauvin shot
him in the abdomen.
In 2006, Chauvin and five others responded to a stabbing. After Wayne Reyes, 42,
allegedly pulled a shotgun on the officers, one of the officers shot and killed Reyes,
according to a report titled “Stolen Lives”
(https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/cuapb/pages/17/attachments/original/1556948828/Minnesota_Stolen_Lives_Names_2018.pdf?
1556948828) from Communities United Against Police Brutality, a police watchdog
nonprofit based in Minneapolis.
The other officer identified in the video is Tou Thao. According to a deposition he gave
in a 2017 lawsuit, Thao started with the department as a community service officer. He
went through the academy in 2009. He was laid off for two years and returned to the
department in 2012.
In 2017, Lamar Ferguson sued Thao and another officer, Robert Thunder, for excessive
use of force. According to the lawsuit, Ferguson and a woman who was eight months
pregnant were walking home when Thao and Thunder stopped and searched them
without cause. The officers handcuffed Ferguson, and Thao threw him to the ground and
began punching him, while Thunder kicked him, according to the allegations.

FAC E B O O K

Video filed by a bystander shows a Minneapolis
police officer identified as Derek Chauvin with

The officers took Ferguson to the hospital for medical treatment. Afterward, they
escorted Ferguson to jail wearing only his underwear and T-shirt, rejecting hospital
staff’s requests that he be allowed to fully dress, according to the complaint.
In a deposition, Thao said they arrested Ferguson due to an outstanding arrest warrant.
He said he only punched Ferguson after one of Ferguson’s hands slipped out of the
handcuffs.
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“He tries to pull away,” Thao said in the deposition. “And he puts his hands on me and
tries to give me a stiff arm in a way to try to get me off of him. After — at this point he’s
actively resisting arrest. He — so I had no choice but to punch him. I punched him in the
face. It causes him to pause a bit which gives Officer Thunder the time to come around
and help.”

Another of the officers, from a video of Monday's
incident on Facebook.
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The case settled out of court for $25,000, according to Seth Leventhal, one of Ferguson’s
attorneys.
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