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Minneapolis officials last week agreed to pay $40,000 to settle a federal lawsuit by a man who 

said that three police officers beat him and detained him in his home on Aug. 6, 2014. 

The settlement closed the book on a 16-month-old lawsuit that alleges that after the beating, one 

of the officers asked the man, Jesse McLemore, whether he had "anything else to say, smartass?" 

McLemore said he was accosted as he was entering his home in the 3500 block of N. Penn 

Avenue in retaliation for telling the officers that they were trespassing on his property after they 

"directed unprofessional and hostile language" at him. The City Council approved the settlement 

on Friday. 

All three of the officers named in the suit — Jer "James" Yang, Christopher Steward and Shawn 

Brandt — are still with the department, spokesman John Elder confirmed on Monday. 

The lawsuit, which sought $70,000 in damages, alleged that the officers used unnecessary and 

excessive force and that they violated McLemore's free speech rights when they pulled him into 

his backyard and "savagely beat him, threw him to the ground, and then repeatedly kicked him in 

the stomach and ribs." 

McLemore said that he pleaded for breath after one of the officers grabbed him around the neck 

in a chokehold and tossed him to the ground, where Yang and Steward held him down. He was 

hospitalized for treatment. 

In a series of court filings, the city denied any wrongdoing and said the officers had acted 

appropriately under the circumstances. 

The suit says that McLemore, a Marine Corps veteran, was charged with obstruction of the legal 

process with force, but that the charges were later dismissed. 

In a statement, Minneapolis City Attorney Susan Segal said of settlement: "We determined that a 

resolution at this amount was in the best interests of the city. There is no admission of liability in 

the case." 

McLemore's attorney didn't respond Monday afternoon to an e-mail seeking comment. 

City officials say the city spent $6.6 million on settlements between 2012 and last September, the 

last month for which figures have been released. 
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