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A Minneapolis police officer was arrested Friday and accused of assaulting hisA Minneapolis police officer was arrested Friday and accused of assaulting his

wife with a deadly weapon.wife with a deadly weapon.

Mukhtar A. Abdulkadir, 36, of Andover faces felony charges of second-degreeMukhtar A. Abdulkadir, 36, of Andover faces felony charges of second-degree

assault, terroristic threats and domestic assault. The attack occurred in hisassault, terroristic threats and domestic assault. The attack occurred in his

Andover home Thursday, according to a criminal complaint filed FridayAndover home Thursday, according to a criminal complaint filed Friday

afternoon in Anoka County District Court.afternoon in Anoka County District Court.

Abdulkadir is a patrol officer for the Minneapolis Police Department.Abdulkadir is a patrol officer for the Minneapolis Police Department.

The complaint says Abdulkadir punched his 23-year-old wife in the ribs, coveredThe complaint says Abdulkadir punched his 23-year-old wife in the ribs, covered

her face with a pillow, hit her in the face with the butt of his handgun andher face with a pillow, hit her in the face with the butt of his handgun and

threatened to kill her if she went to the police. The complaint did not give histhreatened to kill her if she went to the police. The complaint did not give his

wife’s name.wife’s name.

Abdulkadir was arrested at his home early Friday morning and booked into theAbdulkadir was arrested at his home early Friday morning and booked into the

Anoka County Jail.Anoka County Jail.

Abdulkadir denied assaulting his wife, the complaint said. He told investigatorsAbdulkadir denied assaulting his wife, the complaint said. He told investigators

she had been hitting herself. Authorities recovered a handgun at the scene.she had been hitting herself. Authorities recovered a handgun at the scene.
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Abdulkadir’s wife first reported the incident to authorities Thursday evening.Abdulkadir’s wife first reported the incident to authorities Thursday evening.

Investigators noted and photographed injuries on her face, the complaint said.Investigators noted and photographed injuries on her face, the complaint said.

But on Friday, the wife changed her story, the complaint says. Meeting withBut on Friday, the wife changed her story, the complaint says. Meeting with

officials with the Anoka County attorney’s office, she told them she had liedofficials with the Anoka County attorney’s office, she told them she had lied

earlier and didn’t know how her injuries occurred.earlier and didn’t know how her injuries occurred.

Officials filed the charges against Abdulkadir anyway, said C.P. Ryan Tennison,Officials filed the charges against Abdulkadir anyway, said C.P. Ryan Tennison,

assistant Anoka County attorney.assistant Anoka County attorney.

“It’s not unusual in domestic abuses cases for a victim to minimize or recant”“It’s not unusual in domestic abuses cases for a victim to minimize or recant”

previous statements, Tennison said. “Based on the evidence we have, we areprevious statements, Tennison said. “Based on the evidence we have, we are

proceeding with the charges.”proceeding with the charges.”

In her initial account to authorities, the wife said Abdulkadir had been violentIn her initial account to authorities, the wife said Abdulkadir had been violent

with her in the past and had pointed his gun at her on several occasions, thewith her in the past and had pointed his gun at her on several occasions, the

complaint said. She also said she had been afraid to tell police because of hercomplaint said. She also said she had been afraid to tell police because of her

husband’s job as a police officer.husband’s job as a police officer.

When contacted Friday afternoon, Minneapolis police would not say how longWhen contacted Friday afternoon, Minneapolis police would not say how long

Abdulkadir has been an officer or whether he has ever been disciplined. His workAbdulkadir has been an officer or whether he has ever been disciplined. His work

duty as a patrol officer in the 1st Precinct was changed to home assignmentduty as a patrol officer in the 1st Precinct was changed to home assignment

Friday, department spokesman Sgt. William Palmer said.Friday, department spokesman Sgt. William Palmer said.

“There is an open internal investigation; I really can’t comment,” Palmer said.“There is an open internal investigation; I really can’t comment,” Palmer said.

A bail hearing in the case is scheduled for 9 a.m. Monday.A bail hearing in the case is scheduled for 9 a.m. Monday.

Sarah Horner can be reached at 651-228-5539.Sarah Horner can be reached at 651-228-5539.
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