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A federal judge has dismissed a lawsuit brought by a St. Paul man accusing theA federal judge has dismissed a lawsuit brought by a St. Paul man accusing the

city and four of its police officers of violating his constitutional rights bycity and four of its police officers of violating his constitutional rights by

unlawfully detaining him in a hot squad vehicle for nearly an hour in 2016.unlawfully detaining him in a hot squad vehicle for nearly an hour in 2016.

The case brought by Osha Joseph, of St. Paul, was dismissed Thursday in U.S.The case brought by Osha Joseph, of St. Paul, was dismissed Thursday in U.S.

District Court.District Court.

Joseph was held in the back seat of a St. Paul police squad vehicle in 80-degree-Joseph was held in the back seat of a St. Paul police squad vehicle in 80-degree-

plus heat on July 10, 2016, while officers searched his home, according to theplus heat on July 10, 2016, while officers searched his home, according to the

complaint.complaint.

After an officer allegedly shut Joseph’s foot in the vehicle’s door, JosephAfter an officer allegedly shut Joseph’s foot in the vehicle’s door, Joseph

repeatedly demanded to be let out of the squad because it was too hot inside,repeatedly demanded to be let out of the squad because it was too hot inside,

eventually vomiting on the floor, the lawsuit said.eventually vomiting on the floor, the lawsuit said.

In addition to the city of St. Paul, the suit named Sgt. Bobby Donahue, Sgt. TomIn addition to the city of St. Paul, the suit named Sgt. Bobby Donahue, Sgt. Tom

Arnold, Officer Mon Notthakun and Officer Marshall Titus as defendants. JosephArnold, Officer Mon Notthakun and Officer Marshall Titus as defendants. Joseph

was seeking more than $50,000 in damages.was seeking more than $50,000 in damages.
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Earlier on the day of the incident, St. Paul police had located a GMC Yukon acrossEarlier on the day of the incident, St. Paul police had located a GMC Yukon across

the street from Joseph’s home in the Payne-Phalen neighborhood, according tothe street from Joseph’s home in the Payne-Phalen neighborhood, according to

the complaint.the complaint.

The Yukon was allegedly connected to a violent confrontation the night beforeThe Yukon was allegedly connected to a violent confrontation the night before

between police and demonstrators protesting the 2016 fatal shooting ofbetween police and demonstrators protesting the 2016 fatal shooting of

Philando Castile by St. Anthony police officer Jeronimo Yanez, said AdamPhilando Castile by St. Anthony police officer Jeronimo Yanez, said Adam

Johnson, one of two attorneys representing Joseph in the case.Johnson, one of two attorneys representing Joseph in the case.

Johnson said Joseph did not own the Yukon, but declined to comment further onJohnson said Joseph did not own the Yukon, but declined to comment further on

Joseph’s connection to the vehicle or why police searched Joseph’s home.Joseph’s connection to the vehicle or why police searched Joseph’s home.
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