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UPDATED: $185,000 settlement in Robbinsdale excessive
force suit

By Joe Bowen
Jan 12, 2015

This post was updated at 6�34 p.m. on Jan. 12 to re�ect Sergeant Sloat's correct rank.

This post was updated at 2�10 p.m. on Jan. 20 to include additional information

provided by the Robbinsdale Police Department and its chief.

Melvin Newbern ‘glad he can put this behind him,’ says attorney

After nearly two years, a resolution has been reached in Melvin Newbern’s lawsuit

against Robbinsdale Police Sergeant Brian Sloat.

Attorneys for both men reached an out-of-court settlement agreement Jan. 9 that

will send $185,000 to Newbern, a Robbinsdale resident.

After he was arrested Feb. 13, 2013, on charges of DWI and obstructing the legal

process, Newbern �led a lawsuit alleging that Sloat used excessive force during the

arrest.

During the incident, then-Of�cer Sloat used two “knee strikes” to bring the

handcuffed Newbern to the ground after he refused to enter Sloat’s squad car.

Newbern was later diagnosed with a concussion after reporting blurred vision and

other concussion-like symptoms.
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“For Melvin, he views it as a positive,” said Andy Noel, Newbern’s attorney, of the

settlement. “He views it as an excellent result, and he’s basically glad he can put this

behind him and just move forward.”

Sloat attorney Jason Hively released a statement Jan. 12, which reads, “After a

comprehensive analysis, we believe Of�cer Sloat acted in a reasonable manner, but

we recognize the cost of defending this case through trial would be very high.”

Noel added that the settlement includes a clause asserting that neither party admits

to any wrongdoing.

The suit, which was �led in March 2013, sought $600,000 in damages. Other lawsuits

Noel has leveled against law enforcements agencies have settled for $315,000,

$325,000 and $15 million, according to his law �rm’s website. Noel also reached a

$140,000 settlement with the City of Minneapolis in a separate excessive force case

stemming from a May 29, 2010, incident between an off-duty Minneapolis police

of�cer and a bar patron.

The settlement money will be paid by the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance

Trust, Hively added in his statement.

Sloat continues to serve with the department. Noel had said previously that he does

not intend for Sloat to be �red.

City Manager Marcia Glick said the city is not considering launching its own

investigation into the incident.

When reached for comment, Robbinsdale Police Chief Jim Franzen said he had been

instructed to refer inquiries to legal counsel.

Franzen added that the department is not considering disciplining the sergeant.
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The incident

Newbern was driving home from a doctor’s appointment when, according to Sloat’s

police report, he swerved along Victory Memorial Parkway several times, prompting

Sloat to initiate a traf�c stop.

Video of the incident was provided to the Sun Post by Robbinsdale police. In the

video, Newbern’s car does not appear to swerve. However, the video does not show

Newbern’s car’s path prior to entering the camera’s �eld of vision.

Sloat instructed Newbern to perform multiple �eld sobriety tests. Newbern,

according to the police report, had trouble maintaining his balance on one foot.

Eventually, Sloat instructed Newbern to sit in the back seat of Sloat’s police car.

Newbern, according to the report, made multiple attempts to stay seated there, but

ultimately refused, insisting that he was “too big in size” and “claustrophobic.”

Newbern, a former University of Minnesota basketball player, is 6-5 and weighs 330

pounds.

Both the report and Noel say that Newbern asked for Sloat to “get the paddy wagon,”

a larger police vehicle that may have more easily accommodated Newbern’s size.

After a succession of refusals, Sloat informed Newbern that he was under arrest for

obstruction of the legal process, handcuffed him and, again, instructed him to enter

the squad car.

When Newbern refused, Sloat used knee strikes to knock Newbern to the ground.

Sloat called for backup, and Of�cer Chris Woodhall and he were able to assist

Newbern into the car, according to Sloat’s report.
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The March lawsuit also alleges that Sloat’s squad car video “does not show any

swerving or other improper driving conduct by Newbern,” and further asserts that a

urine test conducted at the Robbinsdale police department was negative for drugs

and alcohol.

Indeed, results of the test state that, “analysis failed to reveal the presence of ethyl

alcohol.”

The test results also list cannabinoids, barbiturates, cocaine, opiates, and a slew of

other drugs as “not detected.” No drugs were listed as “detected.”

While being questioned by police after his arrest, Newbern said he did not have any

injuries and refused any medical attention from North Memorial Medical Center

paramedics, according to Sloat’s report. However, the report also says Newbern’s

memory of the events leading up to his arrest – such as the �eld sobriety tests – was

murky.

Contact Joe Bowen at joe.bowen@ecm-inc.com
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