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by Jared Huizenga
Thisweek Newspapers

Former Farmington police officer Jermey Buss learned this week the consequences for his relationship with
a 16-year-old Farmington girl last fall.

Judge David Knutson sentenced Buss to serve 120 days in jail, probation for up to eight years and ordered
Buss to pay $1,200 in fines. As a part of the sentence Buss must also register as a predatory offender for 10
years and is not allowed to have contact with minor females not in his immediate family.

Buss, 27, pleaded guilty in January to third-degree criminal sexual conduct, a felony in Minnesota. That
same month Buss also resigned from the Farmington Police Department.

Statements from the minor indicate that during Farmington High School's Homecoming last October, she
and a friend were pulled over by Buss while planning to throw toilet paper into trees. She said Buss
presented his card and asked to be notified if the girls had information about any underage parties.

She said she had contacted Buss with information a couple of times and the two began having telephone
conversations and exchanging text messages via cell phone.

The girl also said that she had met Buss six or seven times and they had intercourse twice.

In November the girl's mother contacted the Farmington Police Department saying she believed an older,
married man by the name of Jermey Buss was having contact with her daughter; she had seen several e-
mails to her daughter from Buss. She also stated that she found a number on her daughter's cell phone that
she believed belonged to the same man. Records revealed that the number matched the official number
assigned to Buss by the department.

Buss admitted his actions to Dakota County sheriff's investigators and confirmed what they had been told by
the girl. Buss also told investigators that he knew his actions were illegal and said he had told the girl the
same.

"It is very disturbing to see a law enforcement officer abuse his position of trust and responsibility in such
an egregious manner as this,î Dakota County Attorney James Backstrom said in a press release. "As a result
of his conviction of this serious crime, Jermey Buss will no loner have the opportunity to serve as a police
officer.î

Jared Huizenga is at farmington.thisweek@ecm-inc.com.


