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Factbox-Key moments from 12th day of witness
testimony at Chauvin trial

By Reuters Staff 5  M I N  R E A D

(Reuters) - Lawyers for former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin began

presenting their case on Tuesday by calling to the stand witnesses who told the jury

about George Floyd’s past drug abuse and that Chauvin’s actions were justified during

the deadly arrest.
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Chauvin, who is white, pressed his knee into the neck of Floyd, a 46-year-old Black

man in handcuffs, for about nine minutes on May 25, 2020, a scene that ignited

protests in many cities in the United States and around the world.

Here are some important moments from the 12th day of witness testimony:

SCOTT CREIGHTON, RETIRED MINNEAPOLIS POLICE OFFICER

Scott Creighton, a retired Minneapolis police officer who encountered Floyd during a

May 2019 traffic stop, was the first witness to take the stand for the defense.

Creighton said that Floyd repeatedly turned away from him and toward the driver as

he continued to give him commands.

He testified that he drew his service weapon.

In a video of the incident, Creighton is heard saying, “Keep your hands where I can see

them.”

“You’re not going to get beat up or nothing,” Creighton said on the video to a

distraught Floyd.

During cross-examination, prosecutors asked Creighton whether Floyd died during

the encounter.

“No, he did not,” the retired officer said.

MICHELLE MOSENG, RETIRED PARAMEDIC WHO TREATED FLOYD In 2019

Former Minneapolis Police officer Scott Creighton answers questions during the twelfth day of the trial of former
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin for second-degree murder, third-degree murder and second-degree
manslaughter in the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S. April 13, 2021 in a still image from
video. Pool via REUTERS
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Michelle Moseng, a retired paramedic for Hennepin County Medical Center

Emergency Medical Services, told the jury that she checked Floyd’s vitals at the police

station after the May 2019, arrest.

“It was quite hard to assess him,” she testified. “He was upset and confused.”

Moseng said that Floyd told her he consumed opioids and that he was addicted.

SHAWANDA HILL, WOMAN IN THE BACKSEAT OF FLOYD’S CAR

Shawanda Hill - who was in Floyd’s SUV with him when police arrived on May 25,

2020 - took the stand for the defense. Hill described Floyd as “happy,” “normal” and

“alert” when she saw him in the Cup Foods and asked him for a ride home.

Hill got into his Mercedes-Benz where she and Floyd chatted for about eight minutes

before he fell asleep.

She testified that she tried to wake him a couple of times and that she was able to

wake him but he nodded off again.

Hill also told jurors Floyd was asleep when clerks from the store came outside to

resolve an issue with a counterfeit $20 bill.

“I told them that I would wake him up because I didn’t have money on me at the

time,” she said.

Floyd was asleep and startled awake when officers arrived and tapped on the window,

Hill testified.
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Minneapolis Park Police officer Peter Chang testified for the defense that when he

arrived at the scene he was told to go across the street to where Floyd’s two

passengers, Hill and Morries Hall, stood near his SUV.

Chang testified that he was concerned for the police officers’ safety.

“There was a crowd,” he told the jury. “They were very aggressive toward the officers.”

Chauvin’s defense has argued that bystanders who watched the incident unfold

threatened the officers.

The jury then viewed footage from Chang’s body camera, showing his interaction with

Hill and Hall. The pair stood against a wall as Chang spoke to them while Chauvin and

the other officers struggled with Floyd across the street.

“Damn, he still won’t get in the (police) car. Just sit down, dude,” Hill is heard saying

on the video.

On cross-examination, Chang testified that when he arrived, Floyd was sitting on the

curb and was not agitated. He also testified that the four officers who were with Floyd

never radioed for more help.

NICOLE MACKENZIE, MEDICAL SUPPORT COORDINATOR

Officer Nicole Mackenzie, who trains officers on excited delirium, took the stand for

the defense after she testified for the prosecution last week.

She testified that officers are trained to look for several signs that a subject is

experiencing excited delirium, such as removing their clothing, speaking incoherently

and appearing agitated. Excited delirium is a condition that is typically associated with
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Cahill told the jury that Mackenzie was brought back to the stand because Thomas

Lane, one of the officers involved in the incident, is heard on video using the term.

BARRY BRODD, USE OF FORCE EXPERT

Barry Brodd, a private consultant in the use of force by law enforcement, took the

stand for the defense and told the jury Chauvin was following his training during the

encounter.

“Officer Chauvin’s interactions with Mr. Floyd were following his training, following

current practices and were objectively reasonable,” Brodd testified.

During the cross examination, prosecutor Steve Schleicher challenged Brodd’s claim

that Chauvin was justified in his use of force and got the witness to agree that Chauvin

continued restraining Floyd even after the man had stopped resisting.

“By the time the defendant got off of Mr. Floyd, Mr. Floyd could not support his own

head,” Schleicher said.

Brodd agreed.
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