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The city of St. Paul has agreed to pay more than half a million dollars to settle aThe city of St. Paul has agreed to pay more than half a million dollars to settle a

lawsuit filed by a woman attacked by a police dog when she was taking out herlawsuit filed by a woman attacked by a police dog when she was taking out her

trash last year.trash last year.

After a federal judge wrote last month that Officer Thaddeus Schmidt’s After a federal judge wrote last month that Officer Thaddeus Schmidt’s actionsactions

were “reckless”were “reckless” in the case, the St. Paul City Council met in a closed session about in the case, the St. Paul City Council met in a closed session about

the lawsuit Wednesday. On Thursday, both sides agreed to a $520,000the lawsuit Wednesday. On Thursday, both sides agreed to a $520,000

settlement to Desiree Collins, said her attorney, Andrew Noel.settlement to Desiree Collins, said her attorney, Andrew Noel.

“It speaks to the real trauma associated with these K-9 attacks,” Noel said Friday.“It speaks to the real trauma associated with these K-9 attacks,” Noel said Friday.

“When you see it on video, it’s hard to watch and you’re never sure how a jury is“When you see it on video, it’s hard to watch and you’re never sure how a jury is

going to react to something like that.”going to react to something like that.”

The settlement, which requires approval from the City Council, would be theThe settlement, which requires approval from the City Council, would be the

largest of the year.largest of the year.

The city’s decision to settle is based on the district court’s determination that theThe city’s decision to settle is based on the district court’s determination that the

use of the police dog violated Collins’ constitutional rights, according to St. Pauluse of the police dog violated Collins’ constitutional rights, according to St. Paul

City Attorney Lyndsey Olson.City Attorney Lyndsey Olson.
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“This determination results in an obligation that the city pay Ms. Collins’“This determination results in an obligation that the city pay Ms. Collins’

attorney’s fees,” Olson said in a Friday statement. “The city’s tentative agreementattorney’s fees,” Olson said in a Friday statement. “The city’s tentative agreement

to pay $520,000 is based on the recognition that continued litigation will onlyto pay $520,000 is based on the recognition that continued litigation will only

increase her attorney’s fees without a corresponding increase in payment to Ms.increase her attorney’s fees without a corresponding increase in payment to Ms.

Collins.  As a point of equity, the city favors an outcome that does not require Ms.Collins.  As a point of equity, the city favors an outcome that does not require Ms.

Collins to endure the additional stress or trauma of a trial and ensures that sheCollins to endure the additional stress or trauma of a trial and ensures that she

receive an appropriate portion of the amount paid by the city. The city believesreceive an appropriate portion of the amount paid by the city. The city believes

this settlement provides a better outcome for Ms. Collins.”this settlement provides a better outcome for Ms. Collins.”

Last September, when K-9 Gabe was searching for a male burglary suspect, theLast September, when K-9 Gabe was searching for a male burglary suspect, the

police dog knocked Collins to the ground and clamped down on her when shepolice dog knocked Collins to the ground and clamped down on her when she

was taking out garbage behind her home on Van Buren Avenue, near Dale Street.was taking out garbage behind her home on Van Buren Avenue, near Dale Street.

Collins screamed in pain as officers issued 10 “release” commands to the dogCollins screamed in pain as officers issued 10 “release” commands to the dog

and Schmidt tried to use Gabe’s E-Collar, an electronic shock device, to get theand Schmidt tried to use Gabe’s E-Collar, an electronic shock device, to get the

dog to release. The K-9 only did so when Schmidt was able to physically removedog to release. The K-9 only did so when Schmidt was able to physically remove

him from Collins, according to the lawsuit.him from Collins, according to the lawsuit.

The incident was The incident was captured on police body cameracaptured on police body camera. Collins sustained multiple. Collins sustained multiple

bites to her arm and one to her lower leg.bites to her arm and one to her lower leg.

Warning: Contents of this video may be disturbing. See Warning: Contents of this video may be disturbing. See entire St. Paul policeentire St. Paul police

video herevideo here..

Collins, 53, had to move away from her residence soon after she was injuredCollins, 53, had to move away from her residence soon after she was injured

because “she had a hard time taking out the trash, a hard time sleeping,” Noelbecause “she had a hard time taking out the trash, a hard time sleeping,” Noel

said. He said she has been in counseling “to try to deal with the trauma.”said. He said she has been in counseling “to try to deal with the trauma.”
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Noel and attorney Robert Bennett also represented Frank Baker, who received aNoel and attorney Robert Bennett also represented Frank Baker, who received a

rrecord $2 million settlement from St. Paulecord $2 million settlement from St. Paul in April 2017 after he was mistaken for in April 2017 after he was mistaken for

a suspect whom police were seeking in June 2016 and was bitten by a K-9. Hea suspect whom police were seeking in June 2016 and was bitten by a K-9. He

was hospitalized for two weeks.was hospitalized for two weeks.

The same attorneys have taken the case of Glenn Slaughter, who was bitten by aThe same attorneys have taken the case of Glenn Slaughter, who was bitten by a

St. Paul police K-9 in July. Police said Slaughter was not involved in the weaponsSt. Paul police K-9 in July. Police said Slaughter was not involved in the weapons

call they were responding to, and the K-9 accidentally bit him after getting loosecall they were responding to, and the K-9 accidentally bit him after getting loose

from his collar.from his collar.

The St. Paul police department The St. Paul police department made changes to K-9 unitmade changes to K-9 unit policies in April and policies in April and

again after the Slaughter case; an external audit is also underway.again after the Slaughter case; an external audit is also underway.

St. Paul has paid a total of $275,000 this year to settle six lawsuits, with four ofSt. Paul has paid a total of $275,000 this year to settle six lawsuits, with four of

the cases involving the police department, according to the city attorney’s office.the cases involving the police department, according to the city attorney’s office.

St. Paul is self-insured, and settlement costs come out of the city’s tort liabilitySt. Paul is self-insured, and settlement costs come out of the city’s tort liability

fund. In theory, the money that pays for settlements could be used for anythingfund. In theory, the money that pays for settlements could be used for anything

else in the general fund.else in the general fund.
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